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Abbas undecided on return to talks 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Palestiiie Liberadon 
official ManmoDd 


Abbas, an architect of the self-rule deal irith 
brad, said Mbnday he was uodedded on whether to head a new 
eoounittee motutDiW the anEoaomy talks. **llw PLO Executive 
Committee and the Fateh central committee have me to 
lesume my post as of the monitoiing committee. But so far I 

have not aoc^Med,** he told the London-based Arabic daify Al 
Hayat. “This issue has to be examined more dos^. We have to 
deSac the pobcies, goab and methods of Mgnitatinin. This 
examinaika has not taken place in a detaDed manner,” be die 

hfr. Abbas sigM for the PLO the 1993 declaration of 
on autooonw with Israel. He to chair the 
Gommittee mooiloring the bilmerai talks in Washingtoo. But he 
later jdned critics of ^ n^otiatioiis with Israelmdto remained 
in shice the self-rule authority was set in Gaza last May- 
icfiisiDg to PLO leader Yasser Aniat's cabinet. 
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Frequence Plus 

you do what you want 
with your Miles 


Free tickets^ upgrades, car reiitaL. the 
choice is yours. 

From 5000 to 500000 Miles and more, from a free 
upgrade to higher car rental category to a ticket for 
a trip around the world w'iih .Mr France, you have 
an endie.ss choice of rewards. 
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King visits 
Hammad family 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
y Majesty King Hnssein on 
' ■ . Monday viated the residence 
' of the Hamma d ftunily tO 
::peisonally condole diem on 
' . die death of Jonnn*a Ham- 
T mad, a former miniate of 
-• cidtore and member of the 
' Upper House of Parliament. 

' ^ F& Royal Hi^mess Crown 
: Prhice Hassan delegated his 
■>- ; private athnsor Mohammad 
Al Saqqaf to condole Al 
~ . Tarabeen tribes over the 
death of Mr. Hammad. 

-V King, Mubarak 
; ; exchange views 

= AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majes^ King Hussein on 
'f' Monday telefriiODed E;, 

- “ tian Prudent Hosni Mul 
' ■ ak and exchanged widi him 
• views on issues of common 
: interest to Jordan and Egypt, 
•r King Hnssein thanirad Mr. 
'r.- Mubarak on the hospitality 
. Egypt accorded to Prime 
; Nfinister Sharif Zeid Ben 
:/■ Walter and the delegation 
t accompanying him on his 
’ vimt to E^t on Thmsday 
, and Friday to participate in 
'the meetings of the 
, ' Jordanian-Egyptian Ifi^er 
^ ' Committee. 
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King orders free 
‘treatment to Iraqi 

. AMMAN (AP) — Leading 
Iraqi sociologist Ali Al Wardd 
has been admitted to a Jorda- 
.oian military hospital after 
Kii^ Hussem ordered free 

- meffical treatment for him, 
’ doctors said Monday. They 

■ .! . saidMr. Wardi, 82, was. suf- 

fering from prostate trouble. 
He is expected to remain at 
die Kii« Hussein Medical 
Centre ror some time, they 
said. Mr. Wardi is well- 
known in the Arab World for 
ins writings on sociology and 
has written more dian 30 
books. 

King Visits PM 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussem on 
Monday evening visited the 
Prime hfinistry and met with 
Prime NGnister Sha^ Zeid 
Ben Shaker. King Hussein 
discussed with Zeid 

several issues and issued 
directives. 

Clinton to visit 
Russia, Ukraine 

WASHINCSTON (AFP) — 
President BUI Qmton mil 
visit Russia in May to attend 
commemorative events for 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Allied victory in Europe, 
White Honse spokesman 
Kfidiael McOirry said Mon- 
day. “Preadent Clinton will 
travel to Russia and Ukraine 
liay 9 to 11,” Mr. McCuny 
said. Mr. Qinton would meet 
mth Rusaan Preadent Boris 
Yeltsin and Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kudima, Mr. 
McOury said. 

Major to visit 
U.S. in April 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Brit^ Prime Kfiiti^r John 
. Major will pay a working visit 
to Washh^on in early Aprfl, 

. White Ifoose spokesman 
Michel McCony said Mon- 
; day. “At the invitation of 
Presideiit (Bili) Clinton, Brit- 
ish Prime KGitister Jolm Ma- 
. jor will make an official 
' working visit to Washington 
' April 3 and 4,” I^. McCuny 
said. The two “look forward 
' in discussions on a wide rai^ 
of issues,” Mr. McCurry said. 
News of tile visit came after 
. tension between the two 
' countries over last week’s 
visit to Wadiingtoo by Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams. . 

. Balladur pitches 
for Jewish vote 

. Paris (R) — Prime Minis- 
lerandp^deatialcaiididate 
■ Edouard Balladur, in a clear 
Nd for Jewish votes, was 
on Monday as saying 
-Israeli ties were the 
... ■ best in 25 years and protec- 
tioq for Jewi^ sites h^ nev- 
. ' . er been better. “Never in the 
• past 2S years have ties be- 
V. tween France and Israel been 
•’y: better,” Mr. Balladur was 

- quoted as telfing the Jewish 
weekly Tribune Juive. 
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Israel studies ‘separation’ 
with urgency after attack 

Army blames Hamas for ambush, 
keeps Hebron under tight curfew 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — The 
Israeli army blamM the Isla- 
mic Resistenoe Movement, 
Hamas, on Monday for an 
ambush on a pack^ bus in 
the occupied West Bank 
which kilied two Israeli set- 
tlers and wounded five 
otiiers. 

As soldiers enforced the 
curfew, 2,000 Jewish settlers 
buried the two IdOed in the 
ambush while the Palesti- 
mans stayed indoors. 

Settlers firom throughout 
the occupied West Bank 
fooght back their an^ at the 
att^ and listened in sQenoe 
to the funeral service outside 
Hebron’s Al Ibrahimf Mos- 
que. 

Only a handful of partici- 
pants shouted “revenge” for 
Sunday’s madime-gun attack 
on a bus travelling from Jem- 
salem to the srttiement of 
Kiryat Arba, which also 
wounded five settlers. 

Hundreds of police and 
soldiers lined the Hebron 
streets which were empty of 
Palestinians after the anny 
clamped a emfew on the 
town. 

The victims. Nahum Mass, 
31, and 40-ye^-old Yehuda 
Partosh both lived near Heb- 
ron, where tension between 
Palestinians and settlers 
erupted fai the massaone rtf at 
least 30 Muslim wontrippera 
by a Kiiyat Arba settter at 


the Ibrahimi Mosque in Feb. 
last year. 

of the victims worked 
with Rabbi Mosbe Levinger, 
founder of the ultra- 
nationalist religions move- 
ment Gush Emunim and a 
figurehead for extremist set- 
tiers. 

The military wing of 
Hamas, Zaedin Al Qamam, 
riaifiMtft die attack in slogans 
scrawled on the walls of 
Betiilehem University. 

“Qassam’s bullets will 
blaze until the total liberation 
of Palestine," one slogan 
read. Anotiier said: “There is 
no other language than that 
of arms.” 

The attack — the bloodiest 
a^inst West Bank settlers 
t& year — was carried out 
by three or four Palestiniaas 
who sprayed the bus witii 
machine-gim fire from a roof- 
ttqi at a aossroads on tiie 
Jerusalem-Kiryat Arba road. 

An Rraeli army colonel 
said the same command unit 
had killed a rabbi from the 
Otfaiel settlement near Heb- ■ 
ran in November and was 
responsible for a string of 
other attacks in the area in 
receut montiis. 

“We are going to brick up 
the house where the shots 
came.frtunJltbe.ufficec. said. 

U,S. Vicc-I^csident Al 
Gore, on a visit to Cairo, 
condemned the ’’brutal 
attack by the enemies of 


peace.” 

The Palestinian Authority 
said late Sunday it cond^ 
ftingH all attacks on civilians 
wherever they came from, 
but called on terael to imple- 
ment the autonomy accords 
as the only way to stop the 
^olence. 

“As a general rule we con- 
demn all on civilians 

whether th^ are Israelis or 
Palestinians or others,** 
Palestinian Housing Kfiiuster 
Zakaria Al Agha told jour- 
nalists. 

Kfr. Agba said tl^ the 
only way to end the violence 
was for Israel to “implement 
the accords” signed with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and withdraw 
hs soldiers and settlers from 
Palestinian areas. 

He was speaking after a 
meeting of tiie self-rule au- 
thority in Gaza with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
back from a trip to Tunis for 
tallM witii die PLO's Execu- 
tive Committee at which it 
was decided to pre^ on with 
the autonomy negotiations 
with Israel. 

Settler leaders demanded 
that Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Ratrin stm the peace 
tallw with the PLO and com- 
l^ained that the govemixtent 
ffid little to protea them. 

But cabinet ministeis said 

(ConCiniied on 7) 


Assad says only ‘balanced’ 
peace wUl last in Mideast 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
President Hafa Al Assad 
reiterated Monday that no 
peace settlement in the Mid- 
dle East will last if “it is not 
balanced, just and compre- 
hensive.” 

He made the comment 
during a meeting with the 
prime minister of the Ger- 
man state of North Rhine- 
Westphalia, Johannes Rao, 
who is altf> ehairman of the 
German Bundesrat (senate). 

“Syria’s positioa towards 
the peace process is dear, 
peace cannot be lasting if it is 
not balanced, just and oom- 
prehenave,” w. Assad was 
quoted as saying by tbc oS~ 
Syrian Arab News Agen- 
cy (SANA). 

It said the talks dealt with 
the sitoation in the r^on 
and Europe’s role in the Mid- 
dle East peace (sooess. 

In WasniogtoD, Israel and 
Syria appeared to be resnming 
peate talks Monday after a 


three-month break, with a 
focus on security issues in- 
volved in an eventual Israeli 
witb^wal from the Golan 
He^ts. 

But an Israeli diplomat 
told AFP that the ambassa- 
dors of both couDQies in 
Wastungton, Itamar Rabino- 
viefa of Israel and Walid 
MoaDem of Syria, were to 
meet here Monday and Tues- 
day. The source dedined to 
elaborate. 

The lesomption of talks 
was not officially confirmed. 

The United States’ spedal 
coordinator on the hfiddle 
East, Dennis Ross, was ex- 
pected to particqMte in the 
offiotiations. 

IsraeB-Syrian negotiations 
have been deadloaed for 
more than tiiree years on the 
question of krael's withdraw- 
d from the Golan Heights. 

Syria has demanded a total 
withdrawal while Israel has 
proposed a limited retreat for 


a tiiree-year test period. 

The resumption of direct 
talks between the two coun- 
tries is seen as the fruit of 
Secretary of State Waxrmi 
Christopher's latest Nfideast 
mission, last week. 

A senior State Department 
offidal travelling with Mr. 
Chrutopber raisM the possi- 
bility of discussions that 
would focus on security 
^oarantees, such as demilha- 
rised zones and militaTy in- 
formatioo exchanges, and 
temporarily put aside the 
issue of the extent of any 
braeli withdrawal. 

The Syrian state newspap- 
er Tlshrin 00 Sunday reiter- 
ated Syria’s insistence that 
(fisensaons on security mea- 
sures only would follow 
Israel’s eventual agreement 
to a total withdrawal and 
peace. 

Mr. Rau told SANA ear- 

(ContiniKd on page 7) 


Israel seen to reimpose 
siege on Lebanese fishing 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Isr^li gunboats fired in 
the direction of Lebanese 
fishing boats off Tyre on 
Monday and fisheimen said 
Israel had reimposed a block- 
ade on the South Lebanon 
port. 

Meanwhile, guerrillas 
ambushed an Inaeli patrol in 
South Lebanon with rocket- 
propelled grenades and 
madkine^ fire, wounding 
two solm^, security sources 
reported. 

The sources said the 
casualties were flown by heli- 
copter to a faospitai in north- 
ern Israel. 

They said the Israeli patrol 
of two armoured personnel 
carriers and about 20 infan- 
tzymen came under fire as it 
moved along a road in an 
Israeli-occupied border strip 
near the Crusader-built 
Beaufort Castle. 

Hizbollah, which spear- 
heads a guerrilla war to drive 
the Israelis out of the occu- 
pied strip, said its fighters 
carried out the attack and 
daimed several Israelis were 


lolled or wounded. 

The Israeli patrol and 
allied militiamen of tiie South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) re- 
turned fire, and four heUcop- 
ter gunsbips strafed sos- 
paAed guerrilla hideouts and 
infiltration routes with 
machinegim fire, the security 
sources said. 

It was not known if any of 
Che attackers was hit, the 
sources reported. 

In Tyre, securi^ sources 
quoted fishermen in a flotilla 
of 20 boats as saying gun- 
boats fired at them from ab- 
out two kilometres away 
when they tried to sail more 
than one kilometre from 
T^. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
had no commenL 

“Thb abominable block- 
ade which forbids fishermen 
from making their Uving is 
returning again to paint grief 
on the raora of the fisher- 
men,” Mr. Mohammad Baw- 
wab, head of the Tyre fisher- 
men’s syndicate, told a news 
conference. 

About 1,500 of South 


Lebanon’s 1,800 fisbennen, 
who ply their trade in small 
woodra boats, are based in 
Tyre and are virtually ren- 
dered idle by the blonde. 

U.N. spokesman Timur 


Goksel, who is based in Tyre, 
confirmed the Israeli navy 
fired about 100 maefauiegun 
rounds offrbore early on 
Monday. “But we could not 
identity the target as our men 
only heard the shootii^ they 
did not see h,” he said. 

Israel lifted the original 
blockade, wUdi barred the 
impoverished fishermen from 
fishing at ni^t or sailing ont 
more than one kilometre dar- 
ing the day, on March 10 as 
U.S. Secretary of St^ War- 
ren Christopher toured tiie 
hfiddle East. 

The blodude on Tyre first 
began on Feb. 8 and was later 
extended north to Sidon and 
Damour, covering the south- 
ern half of Leb^n's 200- 
kfiometre coast, brael’s aim 
was to force Beirut to ease 
checks on travellers to and 

(Continued on 7) 



Thoosands of Tmfcidi troops gatlMr at the TnrldUi-Iraql 
border dose to nortiieni Ir^ to prep a re for a taundi of a 

Turkish 
forces 
Dush into 
SI. Iraq 

ANKARA (Agencies) — 

Thousands of Turkisb troops, 
backed by tanks and artillery 
Quits, poured across the Iraqi 
border at three points on 
Monday to attack Kunfid) 
guerrilla bases, military offi- 
cials said. 

An fraqi opposition soup 
said the Tiirl^b army ix>ni- 
barded villages around the 
Iraqi town of Zakbo, 12 
kilometres inside the border. 

There was no immediate 
word cm casualties. 

The troops, totalling upto 
35,000, planned to push 40 
kilometres into Iraq along a 
220 Idlometres front to att^ 
more than 2.000 Kunfisb 
Labour Party (PKK) rebels, 

Colonel Ibsao Ongim told a 
news briefing in Ankara. 

Turkey’s cabinet went into 
an emergency meeting on 
Monday afternoon to discuss 
the incursion. 

The drive agaxim the PKK, 
fighting for an independont 
state m sootheast Ttirk^, 
was mounted on the eve of 
the Nowtouz Kurdisb new 
year, a traditional time of 
separatist protest. 

On Saturday, the PKK 
ambushed a 40-vehide milit- 
ary convoy carrying 800 
troops in eastern Turkey, 
killmg 18 soldiers and chal- 
lenging government asser- 
tions that the rebels were all 
but finished. 

“The PKK, due to lack of 
author^ in nortbern Iraq, 
has intensified its activities 
against Turkey from this re- 
^n,” Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller said in a statement. 

She said the operation 
would be <tf limited duration 
and would end when the 
PKK camps were destroyed. 

Most of northern Iraq is 
under the control of 1^ 

Kurdish guerrillas who split 
frotii Ba^idad after the (^f 
war in 1^1. They are pro- 
tected by Western air cover. 

Tlie Iraqi National Con- 
gr^ (INC) opposition group 
said in a statement that the 
Tuiidsh army bombarded vfl- 
iages near Zakfao and de- 
tained hundreds of suspected 
PKK members in a refugee 
camp in the same area. 

Ini0 Kurds on Monday 
condemned the incursion as a 
violation of their safe haven 
in the region and of the coun- 
try’s sovereignty. 

’This unjostmed incursioD 
is taking pike at the heart of 
the security zone established 
by the coalition force to pro- 
tect Kurds from renewed Ira- 
i attacks,” said the Kurdisb 
emocratic Party (KDI^. 

“It is a clear-cut violation 
of Iraq’s territorial integrity,'* 
a KDP statement said. 

Ankara said it gave details 

(Coatinoed on p^ 7) 


bngMamtary o peralk» SB»iii5t camps set the Kordidi 
labour Patty (FK)Q on Mondqy (AFP plicto) 
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Gore visits Jordan today 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Vice- 
President Al Gore arrives 
here today in his first visit to 
Jordan where he is expected 
to reaffirm the Qinton admi- 
nistration’s commitment to 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess in general and to sup- 
porting Jordan in paxticalar. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
will hold talks with Mr. Gore 
at the Royal Palace and the 
King and the U.S. vice- 
preadent will address a press 
conference after the talks. 

Ml. Gore, who is accompa- 
nied by bis wife and senior 
aides, will be the guest of 
honour at a dinner hosted by 
the King and Her Majesty 
CJueen Noor after the press 
conference at the Royal 
Palace. 

Shortly after bb arrival at 
Marka airport, Mr. Gore will 
deliver a speech at the Royal 
Cultural (>ntre on the U.S. 
role in the neace process 
launched in Madrid in Octo- 
ber 1991 and Washington's 
vision of the Middle East’s 
future in a state of peace and 
stability. He is e:q>ected to 
reaffirm the role of the pri- 
vate sector as the key to 
economic development of the 
region. 

The vice-presidenr's visit to 
the Middle East on a trip that 
includes Egypt, Jordan. 
Saudi Arabia. Oman and 
Israel, is described as a reaf- 


firmation of the Clinton 
administration's resolve to 
advance the Arab-Israeli 
peai^ process and assure the 
region’s leaders that 
Washington would do every- 
thing possible to bring it to 
fruition. 

Jordanian officials say Mr.‘ 
Gore's visit, which comes a 
few days ahead of a virit to 
the U.S. by the King, could 
prepare the ground for de- 
tailed disoissions between 
the King and President Bill 
Clinton in Washington on 
March 27. 

Mr. Gore, a career politi- 
cian and loi^-tiroe member 
of Congress, is known to be a 
close advisor to President 
Qinton and his opinions and 
advices are considered of 
high value by the administra- 
tion. 

The main theme for Mr. 
Core’s talks here will be the 
developments in the 
Jordanian-lsraeli track after 
the two countries signed a 
peace treaty on Oct. m and 
American pledges of assist- 
ance to the Kingdom. 

The Qinton administration 
has adopted moves in Con- 
gr» to fulfil its pledge to 
write off all of Jor^’s offi- 
cial debts to the U.S. after 
suffering a minor defeat 
when the House of Repre- 
sentatives riashed to S50 aiil- 
liOD an administration re- 
quest for $275 million to can- 
cel up to $488 millioD of the 
Kiogdoto’s obligations. 


However, the question of 
outright American financial 
and military assistance to Jor- 
dan remains unanswered. 
Officials here say they are 
disappointed that the admi- 
nistration was proposing only 
$43 million in economy and 
militaty aid in fiscal 1996 to 
the Kingdom, which has re- 
poftediy sought up to $2.5 
billioD per year for the next 
10 years. 

King Hussein said after 
meeting U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
here last week that he would 
raise tte issue of American 
aid to Jordan when be meets 
President Clinton in 
Washington. 

Id between his speedi at 
the RCC and talks with'King 
Hussein, -^Vice-President 
Gore will also visit the Amer- 
ican emba^ here to meet 
with Americans Uving in Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Gore will arrive here 
from Egypt, where he arrived 
Sunday. T^ vice-president 
will bead for Saudi Arabia 
tomorrow. From Saudi Ara- 
bia he wiU proceed to Oman 
and then to Israel. 

President Clinton visited 
Jordan on Oa. 26 to attend 
the signing of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty m Wadi 
Araba. He also addressed the 
Jordanian ParUament where 
he said Washington was com- 
mitted to meeting Jordan's 
economic and security needs. 


Jordan rejects Israeli charges, says 
it can allow in only 900 Israelis a day 

By P.V.VivdcanaDd 
/ordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on Mon- 
day rejected as unfounded 
IsmU cfaaiges that the Kjiig- 
dom was delaying the 
issuance of entry penults to 
Israelis and said a problem of 
Israelis being turned back at 
a crossing point last week was 
the result of misuse of tiie 
date specified on the permits 
by tour c^>erators. 

Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Dab Kbatib also said the best 
way to solve the problem of 
dogged tourism traffic from 
Israel was for Israelis to 
“spread their visits through- 
out the week rather than 
everybody converging on the 
crossings on Thursdays.** 

Acemtiing to the minister, 
the average number of 
Israelis visiting Jordan is ab- 
out 5(X) per day except on 
Thursday, when it rises dra- 
matically with Israelis seek- 
ing to spend the weekend in 
the Kingdom. 

Under an anangemem be- 
tween Jordan and Israel, 6(X) 

Israelis are allowed in across 
the northern bridge and 300 
across the Wadi Araba cros- 
sing eveiy day. 

Any increase in the num- 
ber would lead to high press- 



Abdul Dah 

ure on the facilities available 
in Jordan, the minister 
pointed out. 

Mr. Khatib said the Minis- 
tty of Interior was issuing 
visas on the same day most 
applications were reedved 
from tour operators. 

“At worst, in certain cases, 
the process takes three 
days,” Mr. Khatib told the 
Jordan Times. “As such, the 
(Israeli demand) that Jordan 
^)eed up the 'entry-visa situa- 
tion' is unfound^” 

The minister was com- 
menting on a “threat” re- 
portedly issued by four Israeli 
tour operators and the Israeli 


Travel Agents Association 
after an “emergency” meet- 
ing on Monday that they 
would boycott Jordan as a 
tourism destination if their 
demand was not met. 

The Jernsalem P(^, winch 
reported Sunday’s “threat,” 
did not mention the daily 
quota arrangement agreed 
between Jordan and Israel. It 
quoted Moshe Hananel, 
manager of Galilee Tours, as 
saybg that Jordan had “to 
d^ with Israeli tourists like 
they do with tourists from 
other countries.” 

It also quoted Mr. Hananel' 
as saying that depute Tbuis- 
day’s incident, iraen some 
tourists had to wait for hours 
befm being allowed in or 
being turned back because of 
improprieties in their entry 
visas, there bad been no drop 
in demand for tours to Jor- 
dan. 

However, be said, if the 
tour operators “see no im- 
proveo^t” in the next 10 
days, tiiey would suspend all 
tours to Jordan. 

The problem arose on 
Tbursday when more than 
UQQO Israeli tourists were 
turned back at the peace 
bridge in the north after the 
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Decisive Kabul battle likely 


to delay U.N. peace plan 


KABUL (AP) — Now that 
his forces have taken control 
of Kabul and its subuibs for 
the first time since 1992, 
Afghanistan's president is 
likely to ignore a U.N. dead- 
line for him to step down 
Tuesday. 

The United Nations peace 
plan calls for President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani to 
hand over pwer to a ninlti- 
party governing council that’s 
open to A^anistan's 10 
separate Islamic factions. 

But Mr. Rabbani. Miose 
term e^red in December, 
has said he woald not be 
bound by the U.N. timetable. 
With tiie latest milit^ vic- 
tory, he is now in his 
strongest position since he 
came to power in December 
2992, and many people ex- 
pect him to stay in power. 

On Sunday, Mr. Rabbani's 
army scored its biggest 
toiy in the three-year-old 
dvi] war. It attacked before 
dawn and drove the rival 
Taliban militia from its main 
base just soutii of Kabul. 

All opposition groups are 
now too far from the A^an 
capital to wage sustained 
rocket attacks, and tihe be- 
ieaguered residents of Kabul 
are likely to enjoy relative 
calm for tiie first time in a 
long time if the government 
can hold its territorial gains. 

More importantly, the 
Talibans appeared to have 
collapsed Sunday as qniddy 
and dramatically as they had 
emerged. 

In recent months, the 
group — mostly made op 
militant reli^ous students — 
had captured 10 provinces in 


the south and east of A^a- 
nistan and arrived on Kabul's 
outskirts in Febrv^. 

However, they bad met 
little resistance until they 
came up against the presi- 
dent’s troops. And Sunday's 
fighting made it appear that 
their strength had been over- 
estimated. 

**Now they are out of rodt- 
et range for Kabul. This was 
our initial objective," AbdiU- 
lah, a spokesman for the De- 
fence hfiniscry who uses only 
one name, said Sunday. 

Government troops b^an 
poimduig Taliban pcmtions at 
around 4 a.m. with mortars, 
beav 3 ^ artillew, tanks and 
madiine^gun fire. 

An how after the barrage 
began, tile Taliban soldiers 
fled (heir base in Charasyab. 
25 kflometres south of K^wl, 
according to the Defence 
Ministry. The government 
forces also took strategic hiUs 
in the area that have been 
used vaiioiis opporition 
groups to fire rockets on 
Kabul. 

About 150 Taliban sotdieis 
were lolled in Sunday’s fight- 
ing, said Abdol Hudood, an 
assistant to the govenunent's 
top military commander, 
Ahmad Shah Masoud. Radio 
Kabul confirmed that death 
toll Monday and also re- 
ported that 200 Talibans were 
mken captive 1^ the govenh 
ment f or ce s . 

'Witiun boors tiie Ihfi- 
ban defeat, hundreds of ftesh 
government troops were 
travellii^ in trucks down tiie 
dusty ro^ from Kabul to 
Charasyab to rmnfmce the 
newly captured positions. 


"Where are the Talibans 
Dow?" shouted the sokfieis, 
waving their AK47 assault 
rifles over their heads. 


Iran gets into party mood for 1374 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranians 
will welcome in the new year 
on Tuesday witii festivities 
which date back centuries 
and have remained un- 
changed de^ite the l^year- 
old Islamic revolution. 

At 6:44 a.m. and 35 


who ruled Persia 3,000 years 


secmids exactly oo Tuesday 
morning (just after 0200 
OMTT), Iran will enter tiie 
year 1374 accorefing to a can- 
lendar mapped out by astro- 
nomers. 

, Unlike otber-MusIimcoan- 
triBS-vrinch adopted the tmar 
calendar alongr-.witb Idam, 
Iran kept its solar caleotiar 
inberited Crom Zoroastrian- 
ism, the religion of Persia 
before the arrival of felam 
around 650 A.D. 

The calendar starts from 
the year 622 A.D., when the 

Pro^et Mohammad «as ex- 
Oed firom Mecca to Medina. 

New Year or "Nowniz" is 
the bluest cedebratiou in 
Iran and a time for families to 
get tog^ber for several 
erf fesoidties, firflowing strict- 
ly observed ritnals handed 
down from the Zoroastrans 


It also marks the sjning 
eqainox and was long 
frowned u[Km by Iranian ao- 
tiicffities for hs pagan associa- 
tions. 

But tins year for the first 
time, the government seems 
to hm aooqited it 

The usual warni^ against 
"excesses" have disappeared 
and unprecedented efforts 
have been made to scbednle 
entertahmient — programnies 
on tiie -tsmSo ai^ tdeviaoil;' 

An essential part of tiitt' 
new year is a tableau on a 
table or carpet made im of 
various items, witiioiit wfaicb 
no banian housebold woidd 
feel ooniplete. 

Tb^ mdade a mirror, a 
goldfii^ boiri, painted 
and seven objects beriming 
with the letter in Pcndao 
— vinegar, gariic, an apple, 
com mscait, germinating 
seeds, coins and herbs. 

Gonqiletiiig tiie coDectioo 
is tiie Koran, irtiicli has re- 
placed the Zoroastrian 
equivalent, the Avesta. 


The days leaifii^ up to 
Nowniz are a round of fistic 
cleaning and shopping as 
each bcMise must be qiodess 
firom top to bottom ai^ new 
dothes nave to be worn. 


It is also a tune for ^ving 
prese n ts, and cfaildrea impa- 
tientiy wait for Unde Nowniz 
— Ii^’s version of Father 
Ouistmas. 

According to tradition, he 


is accompanied by Haji 
Flniz, a j<^ small blai^ per- 


s^^ dmBed in red sym- 
bofises. new year h^ijancss. 


is also a 

time for reconciliation and 
rtecrfuticms. 

For almost two weeks Iran 
grinds U) a halt. Offices, 
sdiook and most companies 
and shops are dosed. Tliere 
are no newqi^ters and tiie 
main towns are deserted. 


But polioe patrol tiie busy 
roads, while trams, planes 
and buses are pacl^ with 
peoirfe and hot^ are ftilly 
booked, as families travel 
across the oonntry to be 
remnted. 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A 
high court Monday over- 
tunied death verdicts a^inst 
three Iraqis and a Kuwaiti in 
the 1993 assassination 
attempt against former U.S. 
President George Bush. 

Two other Iraqis, alleged 
plot ringleader Raad A1 
A^di, 34. and Wall A1 Gha- 
zali. 37, the only defendant to 
confess, retain^ their sent- 
ences of death by hanging. 

A date for the exec u tions 
has not been set. Capital 
penalties must first be 
approved by the emir. 

The nilins were read out 
in a brief statement by 
Abdullah Al Issa, president 
of the cassation court. 

No explanation was given 
for the changes in the lower 
court's sentences, handed 
down on June 4, 1994 after a 
one-yeu^ trial. 


Rulings by tiie cassation 
court, & behest amidlate 
panel in the hmd, are niml. it 
does not retry cases, but 
ratiier examine the le^Iity of 
lower rulings. 

The nine defendants* 
lawyers bad appealed the 
sentences, claiming the 
issniiig court's ruling was sup- 
ported by insnffiaent evi- 
dence. 

The four commnied death 
sentences were reduced to 
prison terms rangiiig from 
five years to life, whidi in 
Kuwait usually translates to 
25 years. 

The sentences were aeunst 
Iraqis Salem Nasser Al Sfaim- 
min, 35, Bandar Aieel Al 
Shimmiri. 25. and Adel 
Ismail Al Otaibi, 45. The 
Kuwaiti was Bader Jiyad Al 
Shimmiri, 31. 

One defendant, the 


Kuwaiti Al Sumanri*s youn- 
ger brotiier Salem, 23, was 
acquitted of a five-year pris- 
on sentence. One o^r pris- 
on sentence was reduced and 
another was unchanged. 

A human rights group. 
Amnesty International, has 
charged that the trial in June 
was mtiair, accusing the court 
of not meeting international 
standards. Thm defendants 
said confessions were ex- 
tracted Ity poSce bratmgs. 

In total, 14 snqiects were 
nuficted in the state security 
court trial. A Kuwaiti was 
acquitted and another four 
lr»ps were ^en sn-month 
sentences for filial entry. 

Ghazali oonfete^ be took 
part in the plot to avenge the 
deaths of relatives kil!^ in 
the 1991 Golf war. He is firom 
a part of southern Iraq 
bombed \ry the sdlies. 



At least 15 empty fiatiied 
tracks came to Charasyab 
and were loaded with artU- 
leiy guns and ammunitiOD 


stodcpiles left behind by the 
fleeing Talibans. At a nodt- 
Hiie post where heavy fight- 
ing took place before sunrise, 
spent cartridges tittered tiie 
ground. 

The Talibans appeared to 
be retreating ^day to Pnl- 
e-AJam. M kilometres sooth 
of the capital. 

The government army, 
meanwhile, was moving 
tanks toward Maidan Siahr, 
another Taliban stronghold 
30 Idlometres to tiie south- 
west of Kabul, witnesses said. 

While Mr. Rabbani's 
nominal government can 
claim fill! control of Kabul, 
opposition Eronps still hold 
more than ^ of the country’s 
30 provinces, and it will be 
mu» more difificuU for die 
presi(tot*s troops to capture 
outing areas. 

His forces have consistent- 
ly had the upper band in 
fighting over the past two 
ireeks tiiat*s left more than 
1,000 wounded, according to 
hospitals. Hnnefaeds were be- 
lieved killed. 

A^hanioan’s Istemie fec- 
tions fought as a loose 
aiKaiMs* for 13 yew before 
ousting a cooununist govern- 
ment -m April 1992. They 
then turned tiieir guns on 
each other in a brutS power 
~shrng^ that has made Kabul 
a dty of rdns. 


Tired but jnbBMt troops of 

BnfrasDddiD Rabbani rdax after 


Oe Ttfbans* Charasyab beadqnaiters on Smi' 
day (AR» photo) 


Seminar reviews Canadian role 


in Mideast social development 


By Rana Ehisidiii 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A two-day 
seminar which was opened on 
Monday and entitled "De- 
velopment in the Middle 
East, Canada and the Middle 
East: Bnflding Sustainable 
Partneirfiip" will discuss so- 
cial develc^ment in the hfid- 
dle EasL 

Hani Hourani director of 
the Al Urdun Al Jadid Re- 
search Centre (UJRC), said 
the seminar was a continua- 
tion of the United Nation's 
summit on world develop- 
ment held recently in 
Copenhagen. 

Mr. Hourani said that the 
segninar will evaluate the so- 
da] develoiring problems in 
the R^jon and tiie role of the 
Arab Non-governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) and 
the role <rf Cana^an NGOs, 
espedally the Canadian orga- 
msation working in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Mr. Hourani told the Jor- 
dan Times that the confer- 
ence “aims at raising the 
attention of North America 
and Canada to the necessity 
of develoiNiig the re^on. "It 
is a jojnt^iroDlem udbiich con- 
cerns both parties and not 
only the Third World Coun- 
tiies," he said. 

"Independence is a pnrfi- 
letn that needs to be addres- 


sed and solved. It needs 
cooperation from both 
sides,” 1^. Hourani said, 
adding that North America 
ne^ to abandon hs “isola- 
tionist" policy. 

“The isolationist poli^ in 
North America ^lores prob- 
lems of the Third World and 
sa^ that Third World coon- 
tnes should solve their prob- 
lems alone. We need to let 
them know that it is a joint 
problem," be said. 

AccorttingtoMr. Hourani, 
problems countries in 
this r^on snfier from -in- 
clnde poverty, unemploy- 
ment, and indebtedness. 

The semi^, wt^ will be 
attended by representatives 
of Canadian and Arab insti- 
tutes, will review the rela- 
tionship between the Ai^ 
countries and Canada, the 
role of the NGOs and Arab 
community in reinforcing 
cooperation between Canada 
and countries in tiie r^ion. 

The seminar, organised by 
UJRC and the Canadian 
Centre for Arab Studies for 
Development (CEAO), wfll 
focus on tbe sodal d^ek^ 
ment issues in the. Mkkue 
East, its horizons and cfaal- 
lengies, and restrictions that 
Thnd Worid countries ex- 
^nence on tbe regional 

The event will conclude 
with an analytical reading of 


Arab countries’ position 
among the contemporary 
woricL If wfll be presented ly 
Samir Amin, president of tbe 
Third Worid Knun in Dakar 
and a prominent economist 
and intellectual. Mr. Amin 
has written many books that 
influenced Arab thoughts. 

The first day's activities 
inchided an introduction ty 
Mr. Hourani and Pierre 
Beaudet, director of CEAD, 
followed by a lecture by 
Canadian Ambassador to 
Jordan Andrew Robinson en- 
titied Canada and the Middle 
East, and a speedi by Minis- 
ter of Social Develt^ment 
Sahva Dammi-Masri. 

Tuesday’s session wfll in- 
dude a sesaon on Canada 


and development in tbe ^fid- 
dle East which will consist of 


die East which will consist of 
a lecture by Norma Cook, 
direc tor of NGOs division of 
CIDA, a lecture entitled 
Canadian NGOs, and de- 
velopment in tbe k^dle East 
by Gabrielle Lachance of die 
Canadian Catholic Organisa- 
tion for Development and 
Peace, and ty a lecture by 
delegate of the Middle East 
working group Chris. 
Dierksen^iCb^ 

The seminar wifl end with 
an evening session which will 
conclude witii a lecture enti- 
tled "The Arab Conntries in 
die World Today” presented 
by Mr. Amin. 


U.S. discussing aid cuts with Egypt 


Kuwait court overturns Bush trial sentences 


CAIRO (lU — The top U.S. 
foreign aid offidal said on 
Sunday he was discussing 
with Egypt what would hap- 
pen if and when Washii^Km 
cots its S815 milUon annual 
economic aid. 

Brian Atwood, administra- 
tor ofU.S. Agenty^ for Inter- 
national Development 
(USAID), said budg^ jmib- 
ehns badt home meant there 
was pressure to cut b^k 
overseas aid, whidi tiie per- 
ceived slowness of Egypt's 
economic .reforms was in- 
creasing. 

But he said any cats would 
not happen immediately and 
descrii^ tbe roughly $40 ttil- 
Kod Washington granted to 
Egyptsince it s^i^ arcace 
treaty with Israel in 1979 as a 
dtal investment in regional 
prosperity and stability. 

"We are discusting with 
the Egyptian government 
what would happen if we did 
scale it down," Atwood 
‘told Reuters ^ring a tour of 
USAID projects in Cairo. 
“We are intelligent enough to 
see that we may have to 
suffer some cuts in tbe fu- 
ture." 

Egypt has dso received 


some $U billiod a year in 
U.S. militaiy aid since the 
peace treaty was signed. Talk 
about this has b^ more 
guarded but diplomas say it 
IS subject to the same 
Washington budget pressures 
as the economic aid. 

Mr. Atwood was due to 
meet Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on Monday 
together with U.S. Vice Pres- 
ident Al Gore, visiting Egypt 
to launch the "Paruei^p 
for Growth" project which 
aims to foster private sector 
links between the two coun- 
tries. 

He sted tile United States 
should resist isolationist calls 
by critics like arch- 
conservative Jesse Helms, 
now chair of the Senate's 
Foreign Relations Commit-- 
tee, who likened giving aid to 


"tiiTOwing money down fore- 
ign ratiKnes." 

But Mr. Atwood said 
^ypt should also spe^ up 
its crawling economic re- 
ftmns and opra up more to 
international investment. 

“In the foreseeable future 
a lot of questions are gtrfng to 
be raised if there isn’t some 
movement soon , here," be 


said, adcflng that increased 
private investment flows 
would reduce the need for 
aid. 

Mr. Atwood said the aid 
bad helped cut Egypt's 
population growth, increase 
agricultural cultivation, set 
up power and telecom- 
munication projects and cut 
infant mortality. 

He said be expected tiie 
Clinton administration's 
proposal to leave md un- 
changed for Egypt for fisol 
1996 to pass throng Con- 
gress. 

“This is the largest foreign 
aid mission in the world... if 
we hadn't made the invest- 
ment in development, either 
you would have seen a re- 
snmptioD of tbe (Arab- 
Israeu) conflict or a coui^ 
imploding (under population 
pressure)," he said. 

Touring USAID projects 
in Cairo induding a sewer 
system m tiie slum area <rf 
Imbaba and a digitaJ tele- 
phone exdiange in the sha- 
dow of Cairo's medieval 
citadel, Mr. Atwood said 
calls for cuts in USAID were 


“peony-wise and pound- 
foolish.'* 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


TV Journalist assassinated in Algiers 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerian television journalist Rachi. 
da Hammida was rfiot to death hfrmday near her home on ' 
tiie outskiits of ^ capital. Al^eis and her sister was ' 
seriously injured, tiie television statioo announoed. The 
drennstaoces behind ^ assassinatioii and t he id entity of • < 
the pwMwbwit* was unknown but in recent mootiis severrf .| 
jounialists here have feUen victim to a bloody canqia^ by 
gng pricted faudamcDtalists trying to unseat tiw nnhtaiy. 
bKfredgovenimeat Scores of iiitenectiiaIs,politidaiKaad i 
medte peopfe have been kUled doling the campaign wfaxh 
began after the militaiy intervened in 19% to eaauH the ' 
seoond round of general elections the now-outiawed I 
Mamig Salvation Frimt was poised to win. I 


Sudan to extradite hijackers — paper 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan plans to extradite five 
Etiuopians who last week hijack^ an Etfalopiaa airiiner 


Etiuopians who last week hijacked an EtiDOpiaa auiiner 
with 9Z people on board, a Khartoum newspmm reported 
on Nfonday. Tbe aircr^, an Ethiofnan Airlines Boeoig 
737 witii 85 passengers and seven crew on board, was cm a 
domestic fli ght udien tbe hijackers, who wanted fo go to 
Sweden, forced it to fly to Al Obeid in northwest Sudan, 
liiey surrendered to Sudanese authorities cm Saturday and 
released all unhaimecL Sudan was reported to 

have promised tbe faijackm to intercede with Swe^db 

-L - ^ <n I.— > Al 


embassy in Khartoum to give them asylum, but fiie 
Kbartomn duly Alfoar Al Yonm said cm Mcmday fiiat 
S yrian would band over tiie hijackers ft) Ethiopia, ft said a 
committee headed Ity Justice Munster Abchd Aziz Shido 
would look into vraw of banding over the five hijaitos to 
the Ffliinp ian authorities under internatioiial law. The 
inivatelyowned Arabic daily gave no furtiier detafls and 
there was no official comment immediately available on iti 
report. 


OfeSf Jakarta, Knab Lumpur (RJ) 

fT)3S Damascus (RJ) 

9k 15 Aqaba (RJ) 

Abulrfitaa(IU) 

89:55 Muscai, Dubai (RJ) 

1^15 Doha, Babr^ iRS) 

tddS London (RJ) 


Iranian ‘smuggler’ killed in Gulf shootout 


1killed,5huit In floods in southern Egypt 


Lebanon police seize tonne of hashish 


Libya to broadcast executions 


Israeli scientists to help Tunisian farmers 


Ftenkfiirt(RJ 

IfoSi ........................ CairovRl' 

8 r 45 ... Chicago, AinsterdainiRJ 


88:28 Amtenlam 

8feS5 B udaues i 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


Vietina(OS) 

Munich (YM 

Rome 

Bmnit(MB 

5*5 - Amsterdam (KL) 

**98 Bodiarest (RO) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 
1RADI 

Dqp.ABiBaB & 00 eveiyMoodBy 
Air.DammcH 

5KD p.iq, every Mooday 


7*J0 a.m. evny Suaday 
Air. Afmmm 

SriX) P.BL eveiy Sunday 


oepAanniBs 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Tflnnirud 1) 


eiarket prices 


2®;*:- Aqaba(RJ) 

VtK Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

“■J* Montreal, ToroMofRI) 

**•‘2 Vieona, Frankftin (RJ) 

! i*5 Geneva, Madrid (RJ 

“2® Paris, London (RJ 

gg Criio<RJ 

22 UrnacafRT 

Jeddah (RJ 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ 

22:18 ’ 


Kuala Lumpor. Singapoie (RJ) 

Ottrar Rights (Terminal 2) 


maseus(RJl Damascus. Rome (aZ) 




$bM Al Sbeakfa, Mimiefa (YPl 

irS DatmacdsiAZ) 

***•• V Adeo(DY) 


Mnmh^oner price it Bg per kg. 

7Q(y500 

Baiwia 60 

Banana (MukaDunar) O 

CaU^ lOO/SO 

Chrroc IgMO 

Cauliflower 18V 100 

CuemnbeKaamO lSO/100 

Cucumbenranain 280/180 

^Styhnt 16V80 

(Siic 1200/800 

Cieeo beans 24Q/15D 

Lemoo 320/200 

MaRDw(iargej 100/50 

ManowCsn^ 160/80 

Onion (peen) 24V 140 

OBioo(diy) MV250 

Orange 400ti00 

Peas S0V4Q0 

Phqxtrrboi) 380 / 280 

P«p^<nraei) SO/330 

Potato 32V200 

SpBBcb ISV80 

String BftiM . „ 450 / 400 

Toonto 28V1S0 
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NICX3S1A (R) — A su|q>ected Iranian smugger was killed 
and anotiier woonded in a rfiooftHit at sea nith the Umted 
Arab Emirates (UAE) coastguard, Arab sources said 
They toM Reuters that the body, the woonded man and 
other saspectei armed Iranian smi^ders involved in the 
shootout earlier this month off the tX^'s Golf coastime, 
were handed to the Iranian aatiiorities. Tbe sources ssM 
the UAE coastypard, a diviskm of tbe fiaterior Ministry, 
qmtted the men's boat approaching their coast. Ai 
CTAang a of fire fcrflowed when the Iradiatui refused to 
stop, tSey said 


ASSIUT (R) — One man was idlled, five people were 
injured and over 140 honses coD^ised in soothe Egjrpt on 
Sunday evening when flood water from rain in the mb of 
the eastern des^ swqit into Valley villages. The man 
was killed in the vill^ of Al ^rriyab, abemt 200 
kflometres sooth of Cairo, and tbe five were injured hi 
other villages nearby, local offidab said. Tbe wmst hit 
vflLage was Gabal Al Teir, where 70 houses ooQapsed, they 
added. A cement factft^ at tiie town of Beni Khaled was 
flooded and suffered minor damage. The flexxb damaged a 
section of the main road from to the southern city <rf 
Assint and the road was closed, ft is the second bout d 
floodii^ in southern Egypt tins season. About 600 people > 
were kflied in floods in November, most of them tiie 
flood water carried burning fuel from a damaged fuel depot 
into the village of Drooka. The govmnorof Nfinya province 
has ordered tents and other relief supp^ for the vKtinis of 
.the. latest floods,' the . ofiOdals said, victims- wfll aisb 
receive cash handouts. 


BEIRUT (R) — Polioe seized one tonne, Ci^OO pounds) of 
ground haslmh and 150 kflognunmes of marijuana Troitii 
some $900,(X)0 in a mountain village north of Bdiut, 
security sources said on Monday. They said tiie narcotics 
were seized on Sunday in a hoi^ in maya in 
region, 40 kflometres north of the capital. Tbe owner erf tbe 
hmise was arrested, the sources added. 


CAIRO (AP) — Libya will televise the recent hangup of 
several murderers on a programme caited “Security and 
Society,** wliicfa has broach^ tsqted executions bdbre. 
Ubym Television reported that “a oumb^ of people" 
convicted of “committii^ premeditated murder for fri^ 
and base reaons in a brutal manner” were executed 
Sunday. It said t^ies of tiie executions, along with tiie 
s^es behind the m ur de r s, would be shown on Wednesday 
Ubya, criticised by tbe United States to serious 
violations of human (^flts, announced earlier tbi« iwiprii 


K:r;g 




that it had abolished the country’s last prison and freed tiie 
SOS inmates. But Libyan leader M iiawmtaf Q adhafi s aid 
capital pumslunent remains necessary to deter serious 
enme. In I9SQ, Libyan Television broadcast the *w pe d 
hangings of six murderers, also on the programme “Secur- 
ity and Sodety.” 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — Zsra^ agrkolftire experts wfll go to 
Thiiisia thb summer as part of a government training 
programme aimed at strengthening ties with Arab coun- 
tries, foreign ministry officials announced Monday, ftrael 
currentiy has no diplomatic relations with Tunisia, though 
offidab said Monday low-level ties ate expected in tiie near 
future. It will be the first tim e Israel conducts a traiiiriig 
progranune in Toiutia, said ministry spokesman Yig^ 
Palmor. “We want friendly and cordial relations witii 
Tunisia," said Palmor. “And we want to show tbe test (rf 
the Arab World we are willing to share knowledge and we 
don’t aspire to regional hegemony as they siiq^ecL” 
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H5^f Queen chairs meeting of 
siSjg NHF executive committee 

' AMMAN (J-T.) — Her 1987 in ooc^ration with the Queen Noor has been en- 

^ in r> Majesty Qn^ Noor Mon- Salt Development Corpora- couraging the development 

^<ny^{jlgL day chaired die Noor AI Hus- lion (SDC) and the Italian of high-quali^ artisan centres 

._^ ^ ^ sein Foundation (NHF) ex- government. in Jordan's village and towns 

: ecndve meeting at the NHF It is located in a wing of the located near archaeological 


Her M^esty Queen Noor Monday in- 
spects the Noor A] Hussein Salt Hand- 


icrafts Trainii^ Centre (photo George 
Crystal) 


Win 


i 

*1 •(. .} ’ .. _ 

y.. Salt Handicraft Training 

tTv ’:* Centre. 

■ * The meeting reviewed the 

» progress and die develop- 
^ ,u- ^ - ^ centre and 

4 .i fr ^ disaissed issues of concern 

T 'J''~ aridng from the K^iansion of 

■ v“ the centre’s activities and the 

- V irs.’-^v increase in its aimnal nnmber 

" of applicants. 

^ j Qu^ Noor commended 

i In SOuth8ni?>( ^ centre on the services it is 

offering to the omunanity, 
r.,« y.., «4iicb include traming some 

of the Nfinistry of Educa- 

- ’’ don's teachers in ceramics 

'• i. ^ textile production, re- 

A. idacing imported clay with 

1 v .r r^.V the centre’s locally pr^uced 
u.-. day and cooperating widi the 

f ^ Jordan Phosphate Mines 

~ Company and the Hassa 

Women’s Club to train peo* 
A!;i. pie for the production 

5 •’ ^ .'.'1 imiject at Hassa. 

,v After the meeting, the 

f, " Queen toured the weaving 

r'J "i*''. and ceramics divisions, the 

, -i." ."“.'r*'"' silk screening and pr^uc- 


’ Vu- > .X 
•■r. :•* !r- 
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SDC's Cultural Centre. 

The Salt centre offers a 
free three-year training prog- 
ramme, for students who 
have finished 10th grade, in 
weaving, ceramics, silk 
screening, decoration and 
clay production as well as 
courses for the public and an 
in-service programme for 
trainers. 

The centre expanded in 
1991 to indude a permanent 
showroom and two weaving 
and ceramics pilot prodoctioo 
units. 

New branches for training 
in jewellen, glass work and 
otb» banmcrafts will be in- 
trodoced in the near future. 

The centre’s mission is 
dosety tied in with the overall 
NHF comprehensive and in- 
tegrated development 
^iproacfa: the centre ntilises 
traditionally-rooted and 
locally avaflable resources to 
preserve Jordan’s national 


The NHF Salt centre aims 
to revive traditional trades 
and to market them, tiierel^ 
enhancing the touristic 
attraction to the historic dty 
of Salt, which is an important 
archaeological site dating 
bade to lim Iron Age. 

In 1994, 75 people from 
Salt, Baqaa, Jerash, Zarqa, 
Irbid and M^ba enrolled in 
the three-y^ training prog- 
ramme, which can accommo- 
date 90 students annnally. 

Queen Noor, acconnanied 
by In’am Muffi, advisor to 
the Queen, was recent by 
Anis Monger, member of 
the NHF Executive Commit- 
tee and of the Salt Dewlop- 
ment Corp^tion, members 
of the NHF Executive Com- 
mittee: Sami G amm rA, Bas- 
sam Saket and Subhieh 
Ma’ani, Ja’far Shami, presi- 
dent of Salt Development 
Corporation, Eid Qat^efa. 


tonne of hr 


silk screening and produc- heritage and helps its gradu- Corporation, Eid Qat^efa. 
tions units, the Salt library at^^ launch .toe^r income- . gpvenipr..ofBa]qaVA|y|allah 
aiid the folkfore^ifluseum.' ''''&neil^i^j^^ . blHF' acting. duW 

! -Tlre--Sa4t*--Handicraffs -'-^-tem^^iheir standaiti -tor general, Najab Mdsso; 

Training Centre was estab- ing and self-reliance. project director of the NHF 

lished the NHF in April Over the past 10 years, Handicraft Centre. 

Support committee appeals to 
U.S. vice president to oppose 
Russian action in Chechenya 


tv : ’ Russian a 

ecutions 

By Cathy King 

ic ;;.T 'r.r .vu::: jordaD Times Staff Reporter 

*TT 1 r.' 

i.irj 

I .r V AMMAN — Availing itself 
* v: on occasion of U.S. Vice 

i-,*,- - *-rr? President AI Gore’s arrii^ 

. • ' , . ' ; Tuesday in the Kingdom, the 
Jordanian Craunittee for the 
.. . . j. Support of the People of the 

r I" . - ' Independent Caucasian 

^ Chechen Republic (JCSCP) 

has aroealed to Nfr. Gore 
" ' Bnd me United States to 

^ more actively oppose Russian 

^ .. , military action m Chechenya. 

In a letter addressed to 
Gore, the JCSCP urged the 
^ United States to “press for 

’UP'Sid- ^0 end to the war and for a 

peaceful settlement of the cri- 
■ ' sis rather than indirectly 

financing Russian actions by 
^ continuing U.S. economic 

i.i .. development aid to Russia.” 

. ^ Hie statement, obtained 

/ . . b^ the Jordan limes, soli- 

cited the U.S. to impress that 
‘ . , r Moscow lifts restrictions and 

hindrances on the delivery of 
' " . ~ humanitarian aid to 

‘ ^ ' Chedienya. In addition it cal- 

‘ \ .T,-.- led for a U.S. boycott of the 

May snmmit to be held in 
- — " Moscow, as long as Russia 

tnnmtaiwg its “di^TOpOrtion- 

ate and indiscriinmate assault 
on Chedienya." 


Mr. Gore’s viat to the 
Middle East began Sunday in 
E^ypt \diere Iw discussed a 
joint Egyptian-American 
programme to encourage 
Egypt’s private sector. K&. 
Gore should be here for two 
days starting today, but the 
U.S. embas^ declined to re- 
veal any further details of his 
visit. 

The JCSCP has requested 
the U.S. embassy to arrange 
a meeting between repre- 
sentatives of the committee 
and the vice president to 
“discuss the humanitarian 
aspect of the crisis in 
^echenya." 

Russian military interven- 
tion in the breakaway Repub- 
lic of Chechenya began on 
Dec. 11. Since then, and 
according to recent United 
Nations High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR) esti- 
mates, 410,0ub people have 
become refugees as a result 
of the conflia. 

Russian forces took the 
capital Grozny in late Febm- 
aiy and have b^n launching 
attacks on Chechen stron- 
gholds south of it, induding 
helicopter bombing sorties on 
the southern mountainous re- 
^OD where Chechen separat- 
ms have set up bases for 


guenilia war. 

Meanwhile, a statement 
issn^ earlier this month by 
the International Committee 
for the Red Cross (ICRC) in 
Geneva said that tire Russian 
authorities were hindering 
the distribution of humanita- 
rian relief in all parts of 
Chedienya. 

In January, the first oon- 
signmeut of Jordanian aid 
was to be shipped by the 
ICRC to the Chedien Re- 
public. According to an offi- 
dal at ICRC offices in Jor- 
dan, the shipment is still in 
Brussels. 

“It is in the process of 
repack^ing, but it will be 
sent to its mial destination as 
soon as administrative proce- 
dures have bm completed,” 
the official told the Jordan 
Times yesterday. 

Donations collected by the 
JCSCP and other diarities 
induded mediciire, medical 
eqi^ment and baby milk. 

The letter to Mr. Gore and 
sirred JCSCP chairman 
Smd Bino, also reasserted the 
ri^t of the Chechen prople 
as a “distinct ethnic nation” 
to self-determination, uoder- 
hning their l^itimate daim 
to human rights. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following Hstiaa are compiled from 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are atMsed to verify the listed time 
and p/ace with the concerned institudons. 


NOVEL REQTAL 

Novel redid by novdst Rdo’ Abu Gha- 
zaleh at file Phooiix GaBery for Cnkare 
and Art at 6:00 p.m. 

NEWS 

it ABC News wighBgtu s and McNcQ-Lehrer 
News Hoar at the Amtfican Center at 5:00 
p.m. 


T Bani Hamida Mother’s Day display at 
Bani Wamfaia House (8:00 a.in«^ti)0 p«ni*) 


•tf Exhibition of abstract art by “Alia* 
'AmmoHra aod ofl paintiiigs by 
’Abbas at OrfoH Art GaDery. 

☆ SSAlhMftn of abstract art by Abeer Baw- 

wab at (be Royal Cuftnral Genre. Also 
disid^iiig oO by Mnnira AI Tnni- 

aya. 

•b R»iiihitinn nf paintliigs by several artists 
entitled “Faces’* at the Balqaa Art Gallery, 
Fubeis. 

b Exhibition of paintings by Nazii Irtemcelik 
at AHa Art Gallery. 

b ExhibitkHiorartbyRiilaSbiikiiiiTatthe 
French Cidtroal Centre. 

b R»iia>itfaMi nf paintings fay Irani artist &na 
MalaUah at Ab’ad Art GaD^. 

b Exhibition by Syrian artist MarwanQassab 
ppehi at Darat AI Fnnun. Also showing a 
permanent exhibition of contempwacy 
Arab artto. 


Jordan marks Karameh battle 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
today marks the 27tb 
aniuverrary of AI Karameh 
Battle in which Jordanian 
forces defeated a dawn attack 
laundied by Inul in the Jor- 
dan Valley area. 

On March 21, 1968. Israeli 
troops, supported by 
armoured vemdes, combat 
planes and artery, made 
meursions in the central Jor- 
dan Valley area. 

The large-scale, three- 
pronged l^eli attack co- 
vered an area of 40- 
kilometres, stretching from 
the Prince Mohammad 
Bridge in the north to the 
Dead Sea in the sooth. 

The attack was aimed at 
occupyiiu the eastern heists 
of tne Jordan Valley (the 
Balqa heights) in oi^ to 
take control M the region. 

It also aimed at destroying 
the morale of the people and 
armed forces and forcing 
them to flee. 

The large number of troops 
and persoDoel which took 
part in the Israeli attack was 
clear evidence of the Jewish 
state’s policy to enlaiw its 
strategic de^ towar£ the 
east. 

Taking in the battle on 
the Israeli side were two 
armoured brigades, one in- 
fantry and one paratroop 
unit, five artillery battalions, 
four squadrons of filter 
planes and several heucop- 
ters, in addition to two com- 


bat divisions. 

D^ite the large number 
of military personnel and the 
air and ai^ery cover, the 
battle turned out to be a 
complete defeat for the 
Israelis, who were forced to 
withdraw under the cover of 
night becanse of the fierce 
resistance by the Jordan 
Armed Forces. 

Israeli losses during the 
battle were three times high- 
er than the losses during the 
June 1967 Arab-Isradi war. 

In a speedi delivered by 
His Majesty I^g Hussein on 
the eve of Ma^ 21, 19^ 
after the battie was over, the 
King described AI Karaineb 
as a gjorious battle that will 
always be a source of pride to 
the nation. 

“AI Karameh Battle, in all 
its dimenaons, is a turning 
point in our lives,” the King 
said. “It has violently shaken 
the myth of the braeli super- 
iority and proved in front of 
the world that onr 
courageous soldiers and our 
sons have been able to 
adiieve vktory and protect 
our homeland from the avari- 
dous invaders." 

“AI Karameh had given 
the Arab Nation the oppor- 
tunity to reevaluate itself in a 
way closer to the truth and to 
the reality," the King added. 

National observances are 
expected to be held Uxfoy 
throughout the Kingdom. 




Princess Basma in N. Y. for 
prepwatp^ 


NEW. YORK 0*etra) --«er. 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Sunday arrived in New 
Yofk to p^dpate in prep- 
aratory meetings for the 
World Conference on 
Women which will be hosted 
by Chi na later this year. 

The preparatory meeting, 
which started Weifriesday will 
condude April 4. 

Princess Basma will take 
part in discussions on the role 
of women in various walks of 
life a^ issues which will be 
discussed at the Beijing con- 
ference to start in August. 

In addition to poverty and 
education, the preparatc^ 
meetings will also discuss vio- 
lent against women, aimed 
conflicts, women’s p^dpa- 
tion in the dedsion-makiiig 


process'.-tbeir role in'manag- 
ing natural resources, pro- 
tecting the environment and 
human rights as well as the 
role of the mass media in 
supporting women’s positive 
contributions in their 
sodeties. 

In the earlier sessions of 
the prep^tory oommitiees, 
the parodptots called for 
addressing violence against 
women, with the representa- 
tive of Switzerland stressing 
the need to tadcle some tradi- 
tions and noims encooraging 
violence against women. 

Some of the p^dpants 
expressed their belief that the 
major problem facing women 
around the world was pover- 
ty. 
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Invitation For Bids 
Irbid Wastewater Project 
(62/95 Central) 

1 . The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation through the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing/(3overnment Tenders Directorate, 
(G.T.D) invites e>^erienced foreign contractors 
from countries which meet the eligibility criteria of 
the European Investment Bank and local contrac- 
tors who have been prequalified by the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing as first of second 
Grade in Water and Sewerage, or a joint venture 
between eligible foreign and local contractors to 
submit their offers for the supply, delivery and 
construction of Irbid Wastewater Project. Foreign 
contractors are strongly encouraged to joint 
venture or associate with the above graded local 
contractors. 

2- The project consists of the supply and installation 
of about 22.5 km of concrete pipes for wastewa- 
ter collection system ranging in diameter from 
150mm to 200mm. 

3. Tender documents are available and may be 
purchased from the Government Tenders 
Directorate at the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing in Amman: P.O.Box 1220 Tel.(+) 962 6 
607 481, Fax (+) 962 6 606 751. 

4. The non-refundable fee for each set of tender 
documents will be JD2(X). 

5. The latest date for the purchase of tender 
documents by the eligible bidders is April 6th, 
1995. 

6. Bids are due not later than 1300 hours, Jordan 
local time, on Saturday, April 15th, 1995 to the 
office of the Government Tenders Directorate. 

Eng. (seorge Haddad 

Director General 


Body of Spanish tourist 
to be flown home today 


By Rana Hnswani 

special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The body of a 
Spanish tonrist, alio Friday 
died in an accident in Pet- 
ra, will be flown to Spain 
today, a source at the Span- 
ish embassy said Monday. 

The accident victim a 
47-year-old woman on a 
tour with a group of about 
30 other Spanish tourists, 
was on her way to the High 
Race of Sacrifice in ^tra 
when a rock fell from 
above her and hit the back 
of her head, police oon- 
fiimed Monday. 

“Sheep grazing in that 
area caiiired a rock to fall, 
and it struck tiie woman in 
the back of the head," 
police said. 

Minister of Tonrism 
Abdul Dah Kfaatib Mon^y 
described the acddmit as 
“tragic” and said that with 
the increasing numbers of 
tourists to Petra, author- 


ities have moved to provide 
adequate medical services 
to protect viators to die 
area. 

“A mobile health clinic 
from the Gvil Defence De- 
partment is going to be 
despatched to Ifetra to pro- 
inde 24-hour emergency 
care services in Petra pro{^ 
er." 

According to Mr. Kha- 
tib, doctors to man the 
cKfite will be provided by 
the Ministry of Health. 

The minister said that 
Friday’s accident involving 
the Spanish tourist was ex- 
traoidina^. He added tiiat 
earlier minor incidents had 
already prompted the va- 
rions concerned ministries 
to take steps to protect 
visitors to Petra. 

Tbe forenacs expert at 
Ai Bashir Hbspital, where 
the victim’s body was 
taken, told the Jordan 
Times Monday that the 
woman died from a frac- 


ture to the skull which 
caused baemoirhaging in 
the brain. 

The doctor added that 
the woman died 30 minutes 
after she was struck by the 
stone. 

"It was a fetal injury and 
there was no way that the 
victim could have sur- 
vived,” the doctor said. 

According to the Spanish 
embassy, it took health res- 
cue teams about 40 minutes 
to reach the victim. 

Police said tbe woman’s 
body was taken to Ma’an 
Hospital then was transfer- 
red to AI Bashir Hoqiital in 
Amman for an autopsy. 

An official at the Spanish 
embassy said that it was a 
most unfortunate aeddeuL 

“We hope diat in the 
future there would be 
app r opriate heaftb rescue 
teams to aid the tfaQ w s»ndj 
of tourists who will be visit- 
ing Petra,” tire official told 
the Jordan Times. 


Seminar seeks ways to 
cope with water pollution 


AMMAN (Petra) — Preri- 
dent of the Jordu Environ- 
ment Society (JE$) Ahmad 
Obeidat Mc^ay called for 
adopting clear pohdes on re- 
using waste water for indust- 
rial purposes. 

At a seminar on combating 
water and environmental 
pollution held at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, Mr. 
Obeidat, a former prime 
mmister and senator, called 
for protecting water re- 
sources by otibs^ modem 
technologies, noting that the 
amount of dangerous indust- 
rial refuse in 1993 was esti- 
mated at 43,000 tonnes. 

Mr. Obeidat stressed the 
need to have sustainable poli- 
cies to presence the environ- 
ment, especially water re- 
sources to protect people 
from various kinds of poUu- 
tion. 

• ^Tt is time now to eni^ this 
long* ■ tontroversy 'about* liftf 
industry and ttreenvironment 
centering around the effects 
of environment (protection) 
on the industrial sector and 
its obstructing industrial de- 
velopment” He said that the 
seminar, whidi is organi^ 
by tbe society in cooperation 
with tbe Minisziy of Water 
and Irrigation and the Am- 
man Ch^ber of Industry, is 
being held in observance of 


the International Water Day 
which fells on Wednesday. 

Minister of Water and 
Enigatioo Saleh hrriieidat told 
paitidpants in the sgmmar 
that protecting water re- 
sources from pc^tion, espe- 
dally industrial pollution was 
a sensitive and important 
issue and one of tiie minis- 
ti^s prkmties. 

He said this required 
studying and taeiriing the 
issue by the Miiiistry of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation, the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry 
and major industrial com- 
panies in tbe Kingdom whidi 
use large amounts of water. 

The minister said this 
cooperation between these 
institutiiHis is a living exam- 
ple of the interacton be- 
tween the ministry and the 
private sector. 

iqg.-TT^iciuD^ to Jiave-consumers. 
of -water for various purpt^ 
exduded from par^pating 
in this vital field," he said. 

^*We hope that this coop- 
eration would lead to results 
benefiting Jordaruan indus- 
try, espedally in tbe field of 
TC-uang water, and would 
help resolve tire problem of 
industrial pollution and pro- 
tecting surface and under- 
ground water which are cons- 
idered an important national 


resource." 

He said one of the major 
problems fedng Jordan is tiie 
widening g^ between avail- 
able water resomoes and in- 
creasiiig denrend for water 
whidi is a consequence of 
rising popolation and im- 
proved Intiqg standards of 
dtizens. 

He pointed out that the 
ministry was anticipating 
more demand for water in 
view of tbe siming of the 
Jc^daman-IsraeB pe^ tiea- 
^ and tire expected industrial 
and touristic ventores that 
would be estabfisbed in Jor- 
dan. 

“Tliis mi^t form a great 
pressure on our water re- 
sources in Jordan,” be said, 
adding that the ministry was 
about to prepare plans, poli- 
des and projects to strike a 
balance .between the avail- 
able.water .resources and the 
expected d«nand. 

- Abdul Bah Tabbaa, second 
deputy of the chamber’s 
bo^ of directors chairman, 
• said tbe diamber has taken 
major strides to combat wa- 
ter pollution. 

Mr. Tabbaa said that in 
1991 tile chamber established 
a department on environ- 
mentm affairs to follow up 
problems related to pollution 
and industrial waste water. 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 

presents 

ARAB MUSIC FESTIVAL 

22-24 March 1995 

Date ■■ ■ =1ime' : ^ ' rCotictert ' '■ ^:=:■ -'/-p.-: T|c|ket- 

Wed. 22 8:00 p.m. Oud Duet: Munir Bashir and his JD 7 

son Omar 

Thurs. 23 6:30 p.m. The Music Map of Jordan: an JDS 

illustrated lecture by Yusra 

Jawharieh Arnita 

8:00 p.m. Irbid Arab Music Ensemble: 24 JD 3 
singers and 16 instrumentalists, 

Dr. Mohammad Ghawanmeh, 

conduclor 

Fri. 24 8:00 p.m. The Orchestra of the National JD 7 

Music Conservatory will 
perform compositions by Arab 
orchestral composers 
(Mohammad Othman Sidiq, 
conductor) along with the Band 
of the National Music 
Conservatory (Kifah Fakhouri, 

conductor). I 

Place: The Royal Cultural Centre - Conference Hall, 

Tickets from: • Babiche, tel. 661 322 

• Ahtia Abetia, tel. 688481 

• Music Box, tel. 815745 

• Romero, tel.644227 

• The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 

• The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 

In cooperation with ^ 


JDS 


JD7 
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Nerve-gas attack on Tokyo 
subway kills6,hurts thousands 


TOKYO (AP) — One of the 
world’s busiest subway sys- 
tem turned into a deathtrap 
for unsuspecting commuters 
Monday when nerve gas 
spewed throu^ cars and sta- 
tions at the hei^ t of morning 
rush hour, njling six and 
injuring thousands. Author- 
hik suspected terrorism. 

All over central Tokyo, 
subway passengers ^nt^, 
vomitra and went into con- 
vulsions as the poisonous 
fumes spread. Some of diose 
stricken foamed at the mouth 
and bled from the nose, wit- 
nesses said. 

Police said the tone agent 
was believed to be the nerve 
gas Sarin, which can be hital 
even in small doses when 
absorbed through the skio or 
inhaled. Japanese pr^ re- 
ports cited authorities as 
saying the substance was de- 
liberately planted in parcels 
in at least five subway ears on 
three train lines. 

Sarin was blamed for seven 


mysterious deaths last June in 
the central Japan town of 
Matsuoioto. The source of 
ihe gas was never identified, 
and there were no arrests. 

'niere was no immediiite 
claim of responsibility in 
Monday’s attack, which 
would be one of Japan’s 
worst incidents of terrorism 
ever. 

Authorities refused to dis- 
CDS8 suspects — either indi- 
viduals or groups — and 
would not say whether they 
included Aum Shlnri Kyo, a 
religjous cull diat has bMO 
previously accused of making 
Sarin. 

The group which has been 
linked by press reports to 
several unsolved Iddnappings 
denied any iovolvemeiit in 
Monday’s attack and 
threatened in a statement to 
sue anyone who suggested 
tiiere was any link. 

Two inddeuts earlier 
this month could yield dues. 
On March IS, three myste- 


rious attache cases were disc- 
overed at a Tokyo subway 
station, each containing three 
tanks with an uknown liquid, 
small motorised fans, a vent, 
and a battery. One was giving 
off a vapor. 

Ten days before that. 19 
people were taken to bo^t- 
als after they inhaled my^ 
rions fumes in a tram ear m 
Yokohama and complained 
of eye and xespiratoiy pain. 
The source of the fumes was 
not found. 

Within hours of Monday’s 
attack, hospitals in central 
Tokyo were inundated, 
admitting more dian 1,000 
patients for treatment or 
observation. Doctors and 
nurses rushed frantically to 
adminster CPR, give oxygen 
and hook up intravenotts 


More than a dozen people 
were reported hi oitiem con- 
dition. Offidab estimated t^t 
thousands of others suffered 
lesser symptoms including 



OfBec wortm watch over darir ualcigac at a whkh has left six people dead aai hUBdreds 
aabwi(y stathm Monday loBowliqi the cadsaion boa pita flsed (AFP photo) 
of a pofaaoons gas in ^ Tokyo Metro aysleai 


coughing and dfagkiejis and 
did not obtaiQ treatment. 

*‘Wben I Mt to the bo^t- 
al. 1 couldn^ move my hands 
eiuwgb to write my name and 
1 could barely S(>eak,** said 
ODOiffluter Masahi Ito. 

Ibe attack struck at a cher- 
ished national institution, 
Tokyo’s clean and efiBdent 
subway network. Running 
wifo the predaon of Swiss 
watches, ^ trains cany 2.7 
biltioo passengers a year, ab- 
out twice as many as tiie New 
York subway sykem. 

The attack also came as 
Japan still recovering 
fr^ the devastating Jan. 17 
eartiaqaake in the port dty of 
Kobe mat lolled nearly 5,^ 
people. 

For many, die right of hun- 
dreds of ordinary people 
struck down on thw way to 
woifc rekindled fears that 
their country is not the mfe, 
orderly place they had always 
oonsideFed it to be. 

“Japan has turned into a 
scary coontiy,*’ said taxi driv- 
er iMidii Hone. “We can’t 
allow crimes inr^ this.’* 

The mood in the c^tal 
was one of cr^. Televutm 
carried tiOQ-st <9 eoverage, 
and oewmpers nis^ into 
print wim spedal editioDS. 
“l^olent poitoo terrorism in 
subways, ' read a banner 
headline in the Yomiuri, 
Japan’s largest oicularion 
newspaper. 

However, the stock market 
was unshaken. Analyst said 
deriers closely followed the 
situation, but prices finished 
only moderately lower in 
Hgbt trading. 

Japanese bureauoats and 
government officials — who 
were sfaai|4y aitidsed in the 
wake of the earthquake for 
slowness and ineptitude — 
acted svrifdy. 

Workers dad to protoctive 
gear quickly poured into sta- 
tions. Troops vrere called 
out, tnduding a special anti- 




.Subway f—c*— wait to receive wm*WwiI knofwn altockecs in the Tokyo metro system 
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gas which was aDqgedly anleariiwi by un- rag thomands (AFP photo) 


chemical-warfare squad. 

Prime Minister Tomnefai 
Murayama ordered that no 
effort be spared in heh»ng 
the victims and in the inves- 
tigation. Chief govemment 
spokesman Kozo Igarashi 
^ed the atta^ a hatefdl 
act. 

Metropolitan Police said 
the case was being treated as 
a murder investigation, and 
authorities ordei^ unspeci- 
fied steps to beef up security 
on transpoit ^steins. 


As Monday’s drama un- 
folded, so did chaotic scenes 
on major ToIq^o thorough- 
fores. People overcome by 
the gite were carried out to 
the sidewalk. Others stag- 
gered out on their own, gasp- 
mg. 

Emergency vehicles raced 
to stations, sirens screaming, 
and heHcopters buzzed over- 
head. At hard-hit Tsukiji Sta- 
tion in oeoiral Tol^, a near- 
by temple was pits^ into 
service as a fim-aid centre. 


Shan rebels attack Burmese town Russian general calls for NATO to be dissolved 


BANGKOK (R) — Fighters 
loyal to Burma’s opium war- 
Khun Sa raid^ a town 
in northeastern Burma early 
Monday and clashes raged on 
through the morning. 

The raid was the latest in a 
series of guerrilla attacks 
rimed at deflecting a govero- 
ment army ofieashre against 
the separatist rebels. 

Some 60 fighters from 
Khan Sa's Mong Tri Army 
(MTA) staged the carly- 
morniiig raid on a Burmese 
army banada and military 
eoest houses in Tacfafiefc, a 
busding IxKder town oppo- 
rite the Tbyai town of Mae 
Sri, rebd sources and Thri 
officials on the border said. 

The rebels, firing rocket- 
propelled grenades and auto- 
matic rifles, attacked for ab- 
'oot one hoar before with- 
dramng, one h^A offidal 
said. 

But several pockets of 
goerrillas were apparently 
trapped in the town and fight- 
ing continued throughout 
hfonday morning, Thai offi- 
cials in Mae Sai said. 

Thai Television showed 
pictures of MTA fighters and 
Burmese government troops 
exchanging small arms fire on 
the Burmese bank of the 
Nam Sai River which sepa- 
rates the two countries. 


Several buildup in the 
town were set ablate by gre- 
nades and rodeets fir^ by 
Burmese troc^, the pierrilla 
officiri said. 

Thri authorities said more 
than 40 goeiriUas bad crossed 
into Thailand after the iniital 
attacks where they were 
seized along with their 
weapons. 

Hwidreds of Burmese civi- 
lians had also crossed the 
border river into Thailand 
where they were taUng re- 
fuge at three Boddbist tem- 
pte, Thri authorities said. 

Burmese troops kept up 
an artiUeiy barrage in the 
diiection of the recreating re- 
bels throu^iout the moniing. 

Both Thai and guerrilla 
sources said casualties on 
both sides were not yet 
known. 

Earlier Monday Thailand 
closed the border crossing to 
Tachilek ^riiere hundreds of 
tourists, both Thai and fore- 
ign. go sightseeing and riiop- 
pmg every day. 

Monday’s attack was the 
latest in a spate of guerrilla 
raids launch^ after Burmese 
forces began an offensive 
against a nerrUla base in 
mountains 25 kilometres west 
of Tachilek last week. 

MTA guerrOlas ambushed 
a Burmese army unit at 


Tadnlek’s Airfield Saturday 
and destroyed a bridge near 
the town of Kengtung, qn the 
main ibad - linking Tachilek 
with centrd Burma and Chi- 
na, on the same day, the 
guerrillas said. 

The rebels blew op another 
bridge on the road nearer 
Taciwek last Friday and kil- 
led several government sol- 
diers witii another bomb on a 
road Ihonda^ 

Guerrilla officen say they 
are trying to harass govern- 
ment form and prevent rein- 
forcements and ammunition 
supplies from reachii^ the 
sovernnieat troops locked in 
battle with the MTA in the 
mountains. 

The gueiriUas say Burmese 
forces are frying to dear 
foem from tbe economically 
important eastern section of 
Shan state. 

MTA Commander Khun 
Sa says he is a Shan national- 
ist fi^iting for tbe independ- 
ence of ^an state. Burma’s 
military government says be 
is a drug-trading bandit who 
must be destroyed. 

Khun Sa, who says be ool^ 
taxes opium traders in his 
area of control in tbe opium- 
growing Golden Triai^e re- 
gion, has been indicted in tbe 
united States on narootics- 
trafficldng cfaaiges. 


BONN (AF^— The chief of 
tbe Rasnan General Staff, m 
an interview published Mon- 
day, called for tbe ’immedi- 
ate' ASsr^txm” of *NATO, 
saying tbe end of tbercold war 
meant tbe Western military 
alliance was no longer 
needed. 

In tbe interview with tbe 
German newspaper Die 
Welt, Lieutenant General 
hfikfa^ Kriesnikov said Rus- 
sian militafy leaders sup- 
ported Presideot Boris Yeft- 
sin’s opposition to NATO 

He si^: “Ihe existeiice oi 
the was undoubtedly 

important for tbe West dor- 
ug the cold war, but it 


doesn’t make sense now.'* 

He also criticised the ex- 
tent of the Conference for 
Security and Coc^reration in 
Europe’s treaty on conven- 
tional disarmament, saying 
Russia “is our boose and we 
have to be able to decide 
where and bow to move the 
furniture around.” 

Calling for a “drastic re- 
dnetion m nodear arsenals/’ 
be said tbe Rusrian eeneiri 
staff was working on the con- 
cept of a START-III accord, 
even tboi^ a drsaimament 
treaty arising from KTART-II 
had not yet been ratified in 
Russia. 

TuniiDg to the war in 


Qiechenya involving 30,000 
Russian soldiers, be said the 
Rnssun .axpty Jiad suffered 
1,367 fatalities since ft . en- 
ter^ the breakaway mainly 
Muslim republic on Dec- 11. 

Orders to the troops there 
were not issued from Mos- 
cow, “even tiiough I get a 
report at 6 a.m. every day," 
he said, adil^ tiiat “oper- 
ational decisions are in the 
hands of local conunandeis.” 

Id his interview in Moscow 
with the German daily and 
fbor other forei^ papm, be 
denied claiiia that tbe gener- 
al staff had lost influence 
since the conflict b^u, or 
that milrtaiy leaders did not 


China announces crackdown on temples in Tibet 


Oscar fever gives big boost at box office 


LOS ANGE1£S <R) ~ The 
Academy Award nomina- 
tions have generated a box- 
office bonansa for a band^ 
of smaller film* fo recent 
weeks, aixi the movies that 
win Hollywood's hon- 

ours next Monday can expect 
to re^ eves ridier rews^. 

A prime example of Oscar 
fever is The IriadnessOfKing 
George, a lush, 18th century 
oomedy^drama that picked 
up four Dominations, mdiid- 
ing best actor for Nigel 
Hawthorne and best actress 
for Helen Mfrren. 

The film, a Samuel Gold- 
wyn Co. release that had 
grossed only S3.1 million the 
day before tbe nominations 
were announced Feb. 14, has 
seen its box-office take soar 
to more than $9.5 million. 

Samuel Goldwyn Prudent 
Meyer Gottlieb said it’s all a 
matter of giving broader 
“visibility’* to a film that 
otherwise would have 
appealed only to a small art- 
house audience. 

"What the Academy 
Award nominations.,, allow 
us to do is publicise that this 
is a peribnnance worthy of 
seeing and a talent t^t is a 
new discovery," Gottlieti,. 
said. 

He estimated that an Oscar 
win in a major category could 
boost the film to nearly $30 
million in ticket sales. 

“We’re dealing with (a 


lead) actor that no one’s ever 
seen on tbe screen before," 
Gottlieb srid. “We ^n't 
have Tom Hanks." 

On die other band, Forrest 
Gimp, wliicfa does have Tom 
HanlU. won the greatest 
number of Oscar nomina- 
tions this year but has felt 
only a modest boost at the 
box office. 

Forrest Gump, which took 
13 nominations including best 
picture, best director and 
best actor, as of Morofa 13 
had grossed $312 mUtion, ab- 
out an $8 million increase 
over the prior month bnt on^ 
a small percentage increase in 
its total. 

Similarly, Pulp Fiction, a 
riolent dark come^ from 
Miramax Films whira won 
seven nominations, has seen 
its box office total rise to 
$88.7 million from H6.1 mil- 
lion in the four weels since 
the nominations were 
announced. 

“Both films had seen the 
best of thrir theatrical runs 
prior to the nominations," 
said Jeffrey Logsdon, manag- 
ing diie^M and entertain- 
ment indusfry analyst at Seid- 
ler Cos. 

^ are 

'cess wnen fhey come out on 
vidwtape. Paramount Ko- 
tures is set to release Fonest 
Gump in video in late April, 
well timed to cash in on its 


expected success on Oscar 
ni^L 

But while Oscar nonuna- 
tions are so bi^y coveted 
thm studios ofum syncluoinse 
their film releases for max- 
imum exposore. the faihue of 
one entity aedaimed film 
to jndc up a major Domma- 
tion has also paid off hand- 
somely this year. 

Hoop Dreams, a riveting 
documentary about two 
inner-city teenagers with 
dreams or pro basketball star- 
dom. had been plugged as a 
loug^sbot for a best picture 
nomination but was conri- 
dered a shoo-in ^ a best 
documentary Dominatiou. 

The film ended up receiv- 
ing only one minor nomina- 
tion — for best eating. 

But the resulting highly 
pidlUcised outcry against the 
Oscar snob has helped turn 
Hoop Dreams into one of the 


BEIJING ^ — Authorities 
in China’s Hmalayan r^on 
of Ubet, seddng to crush the 
wide^read influence of tbe 
Dadai uuna, have annouDGed 
a cradedown on temples and 
monks in the deeply Buddhist 
remon. 

They annonoced regula- 
tions to limit the number of 
monks in each temple, saying 
monks outnnmbcT higfa- 
school stndeuts in some 
daces, and to expd lamas 
from monasteries where they 
are too numerous, tbe Tibet 
Daily said in a report seen 
Monday. 

“We must absolutely now 
allow anyone, especially 
young people, to be foroed to 
becoTO monks, not allow 
temples and living Buddhas 
to 1^ donations from tbe 
public... not allow rndtement 
to unrest under tbe pretext (rf 


religiOD," it said. 

“Tbe leadership of temi^es 
must be in the bands of pat- 
riotic and law-abiding 
monks,” tbe new^per said. 

Buddhist mmks rad nuns 
have been at tbe fo re f ro n t of 
often violent protests against 
Chinese rule m recent years, 
and temples have expanded 
as Betjixig has tried to ease 
restrictions to molUfy tbe loc- 
al populace. 

Officials reached ^ tde- 
phone XD Ubet’s caqntal, Ib- 
asa, declined to comment. 

A front-page article in the 
newspaper’s March 10 edi- 
tiOD, tlte 36th anniversary of 
an abortive uprisiiig agunst 
Chinese rule, uiged^betans 
to be vigUant against the 
Dalai Lama’s supporters, 
condemning tbe exiled god- 
king and Ills foUoweis as a 
“tool of Western hostile 


r w 

lOICCS. 

Tbe Dalai Lama, winner of 
tbe 1969 Nobel Peace Prize, 
and his foUowers were frying 
to westernise and divide Chi- 
na, tbe newspaper said. 

Tbe Dalai Lama's exfled 
epvenuDent was controlled 
by corrupt relatives, tbe 
newspaper said. 

Under tbe regulations, new 
temple& may not be buih 
without tbe approval of au- 
thorities, feudal slavery must 
not be revived and people 
must not be forced to believe 
in Buddhism, tbe newspaper 
said. 

Communist Party cadres 
must not (fi^lay tiie Dalai 
Lama’s pictnre, set up altars 
in their Domes or send tbeir 
children to overseas schools 
run by tbe Dalai Lama’s stn>- 
porteis, it said, hinting at the 
q>re8duig influeiioe of the re- 


China orders population-control offensive 


ies of an time. 

Hoop Dreams has taken in 
$6.3 o^OD, up from $3.9 
million a month agp, and is 
expected to siupass the re- 
$6.7 miUion ^ Roger 
And Me. 

“I think what you’ve got in 
the case of Hoop Dreams is 
'the first time that not getting 
nominated has helped a 
film," said Liz Manne, senior 
vice president of marketing 
for nnc Line Features, the 
film’s distributor. 


BEUINC (R) — China's 
Communist Party chief has 
ordered an offenrive against 
Ofli^aQned babies, espraaUy 
ainbag formers and migraDt 
labourers, to control balbon- 
iog numbers in the worid's 
most populous nation. 

fri a speech carried on the 
front of national newsp^eis 
Monday, President Jiang 
Zemin attacked party cadres 
and government officiate wto 
violated the strict “one- 
'couple, one-dnki" policy. 

“in some pUces a sniall 
number of caves take advan- 
tage of their power and for 
personal benefit are lead^ 
violations of fontily planoiDg 
policy,*’hesaid. 

China’s population passed 
tbe 1.2 billion mark last 
month, a point Beijing had 
mice hoped to postpone until 
tbe tnm of tire century 
through its edict in the late 
1970s timhing couples to one 
child. 

’The latest target is 1.294 
billion people by xhe year 
2000, bfr. Jiang said. That is 
lower than a announe«l 


last month of 1.3 Union peo- 
ple at tbe ton of tbe century. 

“Ibe low birth rate is not 
yet stable,” Mr. .fiai^ said. 
“Family planning work dif- 
fers greatly from r^km to 
rerion.” 

Officials have been en- 
countering increasingly stub- 
born resistance among 
Chinese, particolarly from 
more tramtional nii^ resi- 
dents. flouting the one-efaild 
policy to give birth to more 
sons to carry on the ancestral 
lines. 

Ifigher incomes as a result 
of market-oriented economic 
reftmns enable many to pay 
tbe stiff fines associated with 
having a second dtild. Con- 
trols remain titter on urban 
residents where dnldbirtb is 
easier to police. 

Mr. Jiang warned that eas- 
ing vigilance on birth control 
would have ramifications 
throughout ail sectors of 
^■TV*^ life. 

“Ihe rapnd increase and 
big popttiatioo base have a 
dn^ bearing on tiie prob- 
lems of frtnfl of --hr 


education, of resooice desr 
tructioD, of envionunental: 
protection and an imb afanerd 
ecology,’’ he said. 

Speal^ at die 5tfa Nation- 
al Meeting on Family Plan- 
ning, Mr. Jia^ said the 
fr)cra, and ^ difficulties, in 
faimJy planning were in rnral 
China, where many officials 
were more lax in im- 
plementing the one-third 
policy. 

Cratrol on multiple-child 
families was particularW 
weak among the 30-milliOD- 
strong “fioating population” 
of mi^i^t workers who drift 
into aties from ni^ districts 
and are out of reach of fa«nii y 
planning officials, Mr. Jiang 
said. 

Officials have to combat 
die revival of tbe traditioDal 
desire for large families, 
en^aUy with many sons, 
which are seen as the key to 
prosperity and a long lin eage 
. w. Jiang also stressed tbe 
importance among women of 
smaller families. “Family 
plann ing is important to 
women,^ he said. 


adding that this would boost 
tiieir status and give diem 
more time and energy for 
thur own careers and UvW. 

The natural population 
growth rate was 11 per 1.000 
in 1993, down from 2S in tbe 
1970s, and Beijing ultimate 
goal is zero gre^, balance 
of births and deaths, by 2040 
vriien numbers will imve hit 
the 1.5 tnlliott to 1.6 billion 
level. 

China is trying to make 
small famlbes more attractive 
economically. 

“It would be very difficult 
for Qnua to aclueve sus- 
taiped, fast and healthy 
natiomd economic develop- 
ment and overall soda! prog- 
ress without a reasonabte 
control of the population 
Mr. Jiang said. 

P^latiOD den^ in Chi- 
na IS trij^ the global aver- 
ts®; putting tremendous 
strain on limited resouices 
«Peciafiy ^n production! 
Chma fee<te one-fifth of the 
world's people from just 
seven per cent of hs arable 
land. 


Bnt most pedestrians 
appeared remarkably calm, 
obeying police orders to take 
detours and stay away firom 
station entrances and exists. 

The attack snarled Tokyo’s 
already slow-moving r^- 
hoDT traffic, and closures 
were expected to cause major 
transport problems in coming 
days. Officials did not know 
how long it would be before 
the capital’s busy Hibiya line 
and parts of the Marunoouefai 
Line would reopra. 


agree Mr. Yeltsin. 

He said "the words 
strategy and Ghechenya’’ 
were incompatible and, as 
tbe conflict was “an intinaal 
Russian affair," there could 
be "no question of a 
change," in Russian militaiy 
thinkiiig. 

He did, however, concede 
tiiere had been errors in pre- 
paring “mentally” for tbe in- 
tervention and putting the 
task ftirce into operation. 

“We simply didn^ know 
bow to expose tfaat criminal 
Dudley’s real face/’ be 
added, speaking of Cbechan 
secessionist Presideot 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. 


mote region’s exfled spritnal 
and tempoi^ leader even 
among omdals. 

It defended tbe regula- 
tions, saying even Qnna’s 
last dyn^, the Qing (1644- 
1911), implemented strict 
regulations govorning tem- 
pto, monks and nuns. 

“In regulating temples, 
monks and Dims, tbe people’s 
govanment led by the Co^ 
mmiist Party should not te 
inferior to the Qing dynasty," 
tbe newspaper said. 

At tbe end of 1993, there 
were 1,643 temples in Ubet, 
more than tiie number of 
villages and towns in the re- 
gion. 

The region’s monks and 
nnns totalled 40,670, 
accounting for 1.77 per cent 
of Tibet's pt^nilatioo ex- 
ceeding tile number of tu^ 
school students, it said. 


Actor Terence 
Hill relives 
memories of 
Dresden 

BONN (AFP) — A(' 

ence Ffifl folfiDed b 
of sedng his gian 
tomb wmle prom 
latest film in ^ c 
childhood, Diesdo 
man newspaper sai 
EBB, bom Mario < 
son of an Italian 1 
German mother, 
Welt Am Soon^ 
about his emodom 
tbe city last wee 
premier of his 
Ttoablemaker. Tb 
old actor, who was 
in the small towi 
matzsefa, 20 kfloi 
miles) from Dres« 
his famity lived fo 
from 1943, told th 
er “I have alwa) 
of sennfi Dresden 
the tomb of dty 0 
atLommatzsra.”) 
the terrible night 
1945, when allie 
destmfed tbe dty 
the Flore noe of 
and killed 25,000 { 

I mother, he said, 
him for hours ( 
j saturation bombin 
I he waited at tiie * 

' his father, who di 
back for a we^ a 
ing the time set 
d^d and wount 
beneath tbe dty’f 

Cuba, Spair 
^dealtofund 
dozen films 

HAVANA (AFP) 
filmmakers, who 
most state suppot 
collapse of the 
country’s econo 
sfruck a deal witi 
finance 12 films i 
fiour years. Dnring 
Cuban fifaninaken 
out 12 films annna 
figure dropped off 
the Soviet Unio 
grated. C^ba lost i 
and the economy 
Last year, just tiw 
leuCT were 
Cuba and one sh 
Tbe foll-lengtb f 
Right Of Atylum I 
Cmtazar, The EJe, 

Tte by Ji 

Tabio and Queen 
by Julio Garda 
Ibe shorter fihn t 
gascar by Feroan 
The state-run Cuba 
of Alt and CSnem 
and the mixed 
&xinisb firm Heko 
Cuba while Lider 
signed for Spain. 

pany produces ^ T 

Spam’s films. Car' 
of tbe Cubai 
of Art and Cinemi 
said aD 12 films o 
tbe agreement t 
made in Cuba, a 
indude some thm a 
completioa. One t 
namera by Tomas 
Alea and Juan Car 
who also made S 
And Chocolate, lb 
been nommated as 
ign film for the 1 
Academy Awar^. 

Seoul to tigti 
laws on liqw 
cigaretrtes 

SEOUL (AFP) - 
Korea plans to 
bealtb-warning labe 
liquor, including 
brands, and furtfae 
resfrictioiis on dm 
and promotion, me 
languase K(»ea Tii 
A draft health dea 
may be aj^iroved 
camnet this montii 
drinks with an alcob 
tent of 17 per cent C 
or more to cany 
labels, according 
weekend edition of t 
paper. Tbe exact wc 
Korean has yet to i 
ised, but it would 
mean “excessive dri 
faarmftd to bealtfa," 
The decree would t 
malise a total ban o 
skm and radio com 
for bard liquors 
an>rayed by broadca 

ffiorities, and allow c 
dais for less potent d 
aired tmly after 
'Ibe resfrktioos ^ 
popular sweet-nc« 
“chongjn” ~ the lo 
ritm of J^Mmese sal 
for xitnab amt tradi 
ofiered even to minoi 
its alcttiiol content is j 
cent or lower, die lim 
Mannfocturen udio foi 

the warning fabete ' 
punishable by one yea 
or five mfllion wm (j 
in fines, tiw rqiort sa 
hcaltii decree would 
jnsfonatimi of c^aietti 
ing machines in oigl 
and other places 
ndnois ace tomed, it i 

8{^noved this month, t 
Bsure would be annoai 
April and enforced 
1. But ownms 
istute vending 
pubuc areas will be 
until June 1997 to n 
ffiem, tbe r^iort said. 
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Queen 

decorates 

Mandela, 

addresses 

S. African 

parliament 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
Qpeen Etizabedi II Monday 
bestowed Britam's top royal 
honour on Preadent Nelson 
Mandela and praised South 
Africa's transitioo to demo- 
crat, at the start of her first 
State visit here, 
ha a qreedi to a joint shtmg 
of die first post-apartheid 
pariiimient, die cpreen de- 
scribe die negonating pro- 


.cess and last AniTs all-raoe 
elections to end more than 


elections to end more than 
3S0 years of u4iite rale in dns 
'conntxy as **Iittle short of a 
-ndrade.” 

• The queen also referred to 
.' watching her father, King 
^George VI, open parfiament 
m 1947, sayii^ die memories 
’of diat tour m Soudi AMca 
!48 years ago have remained 
wift her. 

**1 have wanted to retuin to 
jthis magnificent country,” 
'die queen said. “Hiat 
has never deserted me 

riimngh half a century dnrin g 

which you have seen tnrmM 
and tragedy.” 


“They typify the new 
Soudi Africa, which is show- 
ing that, with far-sighted, 
ablh leadership, willnigpess 
to coospromise, and patient 


determination in the quest 
for peace, it is possible to 
lecoodle the seemingly irre- 
ccmt^bie,'’ tiie queen said. 

One notable absence from 
the paiiiament, ufrere the 
queen received a standing 
ovation, was that of Mr. 
Mandela's estranged wife, 
Winnie. 

Befrne the address to par- 
liament, the two leaders ex- 
changed honours, with the 
oneen awarding hfr. Mandda 
me Order of Merit and re- 
ceiving the Order of Good 
Hope in retuin. 

; “Your Majesty, tins is a 


high honour indeed,” Mr. 
I^idela said as he received 


Before the queen arriv^ 
^ parliament, a small and 
briCT demonstration occured 
outride the gates when a 
group of about 20 black 
sdioolchildren shouted: “We 
want fbodi” before runnihg 
ofr down a side street; police 
did not intervene. 

Ibe queen arrived to a 
warm welcome in smmy but 
windy weather at Cape 
Town’s Victoria and Albert 
Waterfront. 

She striped off the Royal 
Yadit Brnannia to a 21-gun 
salute, accompanied by 
Prince Philip and Fordgn 
Secretary Douglas Hurd and 
greeted by Mr. Mandela 
and his o fprial companion for 
the day, Roch^ Mtiraia, 
describ^ by preridentiai offi- 
cials as '"a dose relative.” 

After a Royal Salute and a 
fiyover by South African Air 
Force pianes traniing red, 
u^te and blue smolre, she 
inflected a ceremonial guard 
and was presented to ealwet 
membeis. 

Scores of small craft, at 
least one bearing a hand- 
painted sign that read “Wel- 
come Maam,” braved strong , 
southeasteriies to accompany 
the yacht into the harbour 
Where more than 5,000 eager : 
royal watcfaen, most of them | 
wmte, lined the dockfront. ! 
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Hie dafrmo of the Ffantirii SocM Dcmocn- gnerri decthms at tte party’s headquartos hi 
tic Party Fnvo U p poam b id nrifes as he .KtaUi (AFP ^nto) 
cdebratw Us party’s victory In the Ffamish 


HELSINKI (R) — The 
opposition Sodm Democrats, 


victcmons in Finland's gener- 


al electKm, said Mondw they 
would seek to form a broad- 
based coalition government 
in negotiations that could last 
for weeks. 

“The difficult question will 
be the composition of the 
government and its progr am - 


The queen also amtoODoed 
tiiat Mr. Mandela would visit 
Britain next year, but did not 
give a firm date the tr^. It 

would be his first to Britain 
sinoe he became South Afri- 
pa's first democratically 
elected {xesideat. 

**Next y^, I kxA forward 
to welcoming you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, on the first ever state 
'risit to Britain by a Sonth 
African head of state,” tiie 
queen said. 

. “You (Mandela) are, of 
bourse, w^ versed in maiffng 
Jiistoiy but I hope that, even 
for you, that will be an im- 
portant nnlestoiie,” she said. 

The quem, dressed in a 
blue-grey two-piece outfit 
witii matdrhig told the 
joint sesrion of the National 
•Assembly and Senate that 
South Afo'ca's “^irit of re- 
ctM^atiqa is-a shiimig ex;- 
ainple to the worid.” 

Mandela, who earlier 
received the royal Order of 
Merit, and Deputy Preadent 
F.W. De Klerk, a former 
preadent, were alro hailed by 
the queen. 


me,” said Paava Lxpponen 
the party's 53-vear-old le^ 


the party's 53^ear-o1d lead- 
er. *^A broad-based coalitioD 
and a strong government are 
needed. We do not esmlude 
any option.” 

yf/itii 63 seats in the 200- 
seat parliament, the Sodal 
Democrats ffinied IS seats 
from the ISw election and 
turned in its best peifbnn- 
anoe since World War n to 
became the largest party. But 
it did not win enou^ votes to 
rule on its own. 

Mr. Lipponen, speaking on 


Firmish radio after it was 
dear his pa^ had won Sun- 
day's election, said a new 
government would take 
weeks to arrange but should 
be formed before May 1. 

He is widely expeded to 
rqilaoe Edco Aho, 40, of the 
Agrarian-based Centre Party, 
as prme ministei of the 
recessioii^hit Noidip nation of 
five minion. 

'Tipponeo is the obvious 
nominee to try to bring 
together a new majority gov- 
ernment,” said the respected 
dmly TTftisinging Sanomat. 

President Martti Ahtisaari, 
who will eventually appoint 
die next govenunent, it ex- 
pected to give an indication 
about the shape of the next 
g overnment at a news confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Lipponen, who cam- 
paigned on the need to curb a 
w per cent unemployment 


rate, said the result showed a 
wbh ftir diange. 

Tbongb there was a dear 
shift to the left in the elec- 
tion, lipponen is likely to 
seek snrooit from at least 
one of the two big partis in 
the defeated centre-right 
coalition, the Centre Party or 
tiie Conservative Party. 


With 44 and 39 parliamen- 
taiy seats respectively, both 
the Centre Party and the 
Conservatives lost in political 
infloenoe but rmnained the 
second- and tiurd-laigest par^ 
ties. 


The three big parties, in- 
clnding the Sodal Demo- 
crats, have all fdedged to save 
further in state spending to 
stabilise national debt but 
they differ on what kind of 
eaqienditnie to cut. Finandal 
markets reacted calmly to the 
results. 


Mins k Group postpones Karabakh talks 


VIENNA (AFP) — Interna- 
tional mediators Monday 
postponed peace n^odatioas 
due to start in Stockholm on 
the . disputed enclave of 
.Nagorno-Karabakh, saying 
conmtioiis were not rig|it for 
talks. 


The 12-nation Minsk 
Group, appointed by the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OS(^) to find a solntioo to 
the di^te, said Russia and 
Sweden* wbdh oo-diair the 
gronp, had put back ,the 
talks, due to last from Mardi 
20-24, with regret 
Sources at the organisa- 
tion’s >^enna headquarters 
said they had been fenced to 
postpone the talks because 
Azerbaijan*, refused to recog- 
nise the delegation from 
Nagofoo-Karab^. 


Mandela said as he received 
the award at a brief oeranony 
on the steps of Ttiinhi^, the 
prerident^s offices in the 
Cape Town parliamentary 
complex. 

- Mr. Mandela told the 
queen that the Order of 
Good Hope was the “hi^iest, 
hisbest honour that we can 
gve.” 


cn- rhairmanship d^ 

plores that it has found it 
necessary to take rtiie deri- 
sion at a time when a cease* 
fire has been in effect in the 
region for 10 months and die 
process in search of a stable 
peace consequently should be 
mtensified,” the (jSCE said. 

At least 20,0()Qk people 
have died in seven years Ol 
fighting in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a r^jon of Azer- 
baijan with a majority of 
Armenian population, where 
a fragile ceasdBre is stOl hold- 
ing. 


The international 
mediators said they would 
tai» steps to ensure the con- 
tinnation of the peace proo^ 
and stronriy urged all parties 
in.toe confect to show^i more 
rincere will fo negotiate and 
compromise on crucial issues. 

They intend to risit the 
region in fee near future to 
consult the different parties 
and aim to restart negotia- 
tions in April, according to 
sources at fee OSCE, which 
plans to send between 3,000 
and 4.000 peacekeeping 
troops into Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Meanwhile Azerteijan Preadent 
Geidar Aliy^ ' diar^ un- 
named ‘ibieigD spraal ser- 
vices” with involveineat in 
the rebellion ^ an elite 
police forces unit which, en- 
ded in bloody violence. 

Mr. Aliyev . quoted by 
Russian news agenty Interfax 
in an interview Sunday in fee 
c^tal Bakn, did not spedty 
to which foreign poiwre ho 
was alluding. 

However, he said a Tlir- 
Mdi dtizen, an “advisor” to 
Azerbaijan’s parliament, 
could have been involved in 
fee rebellion by the OPON 
police unit feat was put down 
Friday. 

Security forces Saturday 
put at 38 the official death 
toll from fee feQed uprising, 
inchiding six civilians, and 
said 58 people were wound- 


ed. Unofficial sources say fee 
final toll could readi 1(X) 
dead. 

Mr. Aliyev said: ^‘Those 
forces whi^ tried <to riiange 
fee situation -in --Azerbaijan 
are still 'around, operalmg 
inride- and outride the coun- 
try.” 


Attorney General Eldar 
Kasanov said people were 
kilied when soldiers stormed 
the OPON barracks on the 
outskirts of Baku. The 
OPON leader, Rovchan 
Dzbavadov, was one of the 
dead. 

Mr. Kasanov told Inter- 
fex 362 people had sinoe been 
arrested, although many of 
fee rebels had managed to 
escape, among them Mr. 
Dzhavadov's brother 
Makinr. He also spoke of the 
presraoe of “traitors” in the 
security forces. 


An opposition deputy, 
Eskender Gamidov, who 
saved as interior nunisto' 
under the deposed pro- 
Turkisb President Abulfaz 
EJehibey, was among those 
arrested on sn^don of in- 
volvement in the revolt. 

Another victim of fee vio- 
lence was Adil Bonyatov, 36, 
a cameraman for fee British 
news agenty Reuters, who 
was killed while filming the 
stomung of the rebel police 
compound, accor ding to the 
goverament. 


Anglo-U.S. tension over Adams visit 


persists despite Clinton’s phone 


LONDON (AFP) — Anglo- 
American tension over 
Northern Ireland persisted 
Monday depute a weekend 
(tiione call that was supposed 


to have patdied tiling iq> 
between nime Mmister John 


Major and President Bill 
Qinton. 

Mr. Major had made no 
secret of his piqne over die 
VIP treatment accorded Ger- 
ry Adam last week during 
the Sinn Fdn leader’s U.S. 
tonr, paitioalaity over a visa 
that wowed Mr. Adams to 
raise fim<b in tiie United 
States for Sinn Fein, the pdi- 
tical wing of fee frish Repub- 
liam Army (ZRA). 

As the British ^eminent 
sulked, Mr. Adams met twice 
with hfr. CSinton, led a St 
Patrick’s Day parade, 
attended fiind-raising ban- 


quets and ^nerally basked in 
hero’s welcmne he re- 


fee hero’s welcmne he re- 
ceived uherever he went. 

In a 25-minute Sunday 
ni^t phone call from Mr. 
CuDton, whidi an infuriated 
Major had reportedly twice 


reftised to take, the premier 
told tiie presidoit be was 


moving too <nii^y in wel- 
coming Sinn Fein when the 
IRA had made no firm com- 
mitment to surrender its 
weapons, accordiiig to British 
sources. 


Mr. CHinton used the occa- 
rion to imnind Mr. Major he 
would be in Moscow arc not 
in Britain for VE-Day 
celebrations May 6-7, but 
would be sending Vice Presi- 
dent A1 Gore in his stead. 

Sources dose to Mr. Major 
sud he was fiiiniog over the 
way Mr. Qintoo dismis- 
sed Britain’s simple requst 
to wait for a positive iRA 
step towards wewMS de- 
commissioning betore wd- 
emning Mr. Adams as a poli- 
tical leader. 

“The Americans treated 
Major in a way tiiat none 
other of his European part- 
ners mMdd have done,” said 
a European diplomat sriio 
asked out to be named. 

White House officials 
sought to pnt an upbeat qrin 
on the imooe conversation, 
calling it “Positive and 
friendly.” 

Downing Street used the 
words “buanesslike and thor- 
ough,” diplo-speak for 
strain^ ana testy. 

Mr. Major reiterated to 
Mr. Qinton his concern over 
the eventual use of money 
that Mr- Adams was rairiiig 
in the United States, pointing 
to “a h»g historv m ftmeb 
raised in the United States 
being used to support fee 
IRA’s activities.'' 


It was ’Yital,” be said, 
“that money should not be 
used to r»4tock fee IRA’s 
arsenal.” 

Downing Street said &fr. 
Qinton had a^eed on the 
need for “strict accounting 
fOT funds raised by ^nn Fein 
in the Unit^ States.” 


Ihe White House said Mr. 
Qinton told Mr. Major the 
Ulster weapons issue had 
been discumed dnring the 
visit and feat had pushed 
Affams on it and would con- 
tinue to do so publicly and 
privately.” 

But vriien Mr. Adams got 
off fee plane in Dublin Mon- 
^y, said “the (wemioiis) 
issue wasn’t raised” during 
his U.$. tr^if by Mr. Qinton 
or anybody elM. 

Ftirtbennore, he said, be 
was “not aware of any move 
by the IRA on arms. 

“We want a total decom- 
mission of arms over all, as 
well as developments on 
other ^nts, induding the 
release of prisoners,* Mr. 
Adams said. 

He added that “there is a 
widespread eiroectation feat 
taive ^vill go anead soon be- 
tween .^inn Fein and the Brit- 
ish at ministerial level,” 
echoing hfr deputy, Martin 
McGu^ess. ' 


Russian offensive halted in 
Chechenya; jets continue attacks 


SHALI, Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen fighters managed to 
halt a majOT Russian push 
into the southeast of the 
secesaonist (jaucasns repub- 
lic, but Russian aircraft kept 


up fee pressure Monday, fir- 
ing rockets at several towns, 
Chechen offidals and milh- 
aiy officers said. 

Chechen government 
spokesman Movalid Udugov 
told Interfax News Agen- 

cy that fee Russian offensive 
against fee main separatist 
strongholds in eastern 
Qiechenya — Shaii, Argun 
and Gndennes — had been 
halted Sunday by the rebels. 

Russian attacks killed at 
least six people and wounded 
several dozen in the upsurge 
in fitting Sunday. Fifteen of 
the wounded were still hospi- 
talised Monday, most of 
them children, medical 
sources said. 


New F innis h government may take 
weeks after opposition’s elections win 


Mozdok, quoted by ITAR- 
TASS news agenty, said Rus- 
sian jete and artiliery blasted 
Qiecfaen armoured poritions 
at Stariye Atagi south of 
Grozny and Arpm. 

The TASS report bfon- 


day quoted army offidals at 
Mozdok headauarters as 


Mozdok headquarters as 
saying the rebels, who have 


battling Russian forces 
rince Dec. 11, now controlled 


only a seven kilometre strip 
of land op to the edge of the 


camtal. 

^ey said Rusaan forces 
occopi^ nearly fee whole 
valley soufe of Grozny and 


had moved up significantly 
from the west towara Stariye 
Atagi. 

TASS said Russian forces 
snstuned no casualties in ttw 
dashes Monday. It gave no 
estimates for Qiedien losses. 


Russian forces, triio are' 
tryihng to crush resistance 
after moving into fee north 
Caucasus territory to end a 
bid for independence, took 
Grozny in February after 
fierce fighting that has deva- 
tated fee city. 

The Russians say they have 
lost more than 1,^ men in 
the fi ghting . Russia's Human 
Rights Commission said last 
month that as many as 24,000 
civilians were killeid in Groz- 
ny alone in a two-month 
spell. 

Meanwhile Russian Qp- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
headed to the Caucasus Re- 
publcis of Georgia and 
Armenia Monday for a three- 
day visit aimed at inspecting 
Ri^an troops stationed in 
both countries. 

Gen. Grachev was sche- 


duled to meet wife Georgian 
leader Eduard Shevardnadze 
and OP Tuesday is to visit two 
Russian military bases in fee 
country. 

Mr. Grachev will then 
head Wednesday to Armenia 
where authorities recently 
rigned a military accord call- 

ing for to maintain a 

micaiy base in fee northern 
town ^ Gumii. 

He is also expected to dis- 
cuss joint military man- 
oeuvres scheduled between 
bofe countries on March 29. 


His office said Wednesday 
feat he may decide to con- 
tinue on to Tajikistan Thurs- 
day where 1S,(X)0 Russian 
soldters are stationed along 
fee border with A^anistan, 
where Islamic rebels often 
stage cross-border attacks. 


On Monday, Russian air- 
craft and artiUeiy fired rockes 
at Argon and me rillage of 
D ghaita, east of fee Qunfeen 
capital, Grozny. There were 
no immediate reports of 

gaanalitiMt 

‘ Bnt fighting between Rus- 
sian and Che^n forces fac- 
ing off along tiie front line — 
the Argun River between 
Shall and Argun — had drop- 
ped back to “normal ex- 
changes of fire,” tiie deputy 
militar y commander of the 
Shall district, Sahid-Hassan 
Tatayev, said. 
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Hioasands of people have 
died since Russia sent troops 
into Qiedienya in Decembo' 
to dusb a separatist rebel- 
lion, and thonsands more 
have fled feeir hoioes^ to 
escape fee fierce fighting. 

Kdiitary offidals at the 
Russian headquarters in 







An old Chfidiep woman returus to destroyed gearing up tor the decisive battle for the town, 

(^razay, carrying her bekmgings. While Groz- one of the bastions of fee separatist Cbedieg 


ny to quiet, the Rnsrimi troops near Argun are faces (AFP photo) 


Russian minis ter says Crimea is Ukraine’s affair 


KIEV (R) — A senior Rus- 
sian minister arrived in 
Ukraine to iron out filial d<> 
tails of a friendship pact and 
said Kiev’s constitutional row 
with separatists in Crimea 
would have no effect on ties 
betiveen.fee two oiunbjes. 
'‘^'‘foteradjpdlfoci^^ . 

UkHwe'Uv XJkrsu^ 
ness,'! Eirst;. Deputy ,£rime 
Minister Oleg ScKkovets told 
reporters after arrivuig at 
Kiev Airport. 

(Hrimea, an autonomous 
region within Ukraine, and 
the disputed Blade Sea Fleet 
based there are among the 


remainiQg obstades to con- 
dusion of the friendship pact, 
first phmned for last S^tem- 
ber. 


pledging to cany out his 
duties in defiance of orders 
from Kiev. 


ambitions to restore Russia; 
rule over the region. 


The talks opened three 
days af^ Ulaaine's parlia- 
ment clamped down on 
Crimea's pro-Russian antiior- 
rties at the nigiDg of Presi- 
dent Letmid Kudima^ abo- 
lishing its constitution and 
fee post of Crimean presi- 
dent. 


“There will be no resist- 
ance or revolt in Crimea,” 
Yuri Meshkov told repoite 
rs. “As prerident I have been 
elected by fee i>eople of 
Crimea. No resolution by the 
Ukrainian parliament can 
diange that.” 


But Russian leaders, keen 
ly aware of Western conde 
mnation of Moscow’s owi 


bloody campaign agains 
separatism in Chj^enya, ar< 


dcjEudy unvrilline to beepin' 
involved in the Crimea issue 


In Simferopol, Crimea’s 
admiiiistrative centre, the re- 
gion’s ousted president re- 
mained closeted in his office. 


About two-thirds of 
Crimea’s 2.7 milHoa residents 
are ethnic Russians and rince 
the coDapse of Soviet power, 
fee peninsula’s leaders have 
done little to conceal their 


Ukrainian Foreign NGnis 
ter Hennady Udovenfco toll 
reporters Kuchma ha« 
spoken by telephone to Rus 
sian Prime IVGnister Vtkto 
Cberoomyrdin. He said Mos 
cow ‘'views tins issue wit) 
understanding.’' 


Bosnian army offensive shatters fragile truce 


SARAJEVO (R) — Muslim- 
led government forces shat- 
tered Bosnia’s ceasefire wife 
heavy attacks on Bosnian 
Serbs on two fronts Monday, 
U.N. and Serb forces said. 

Peacekeepers reported in- 
tense fighting around 
Muslim-held Tiufo in north- 
east Bosnia where govern- 
ment troops attacked Serbs 
on a wide front 

Muslim-controlled 
Sarajevo Radio said the 
Serbs responded with an 
artillery attack on the U.N. 
protect^ zone aroimd TUria 
in which several people were 
killed or wonnd^. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
said Muslim forces in Travnik 
in central Bosnia, west of 
Tuzla, attacked Serb posi- 
tions around M(Hmt 'N^asic 
using iniantry and artill^. 

The fighting was 'the 
heaviest since the two sides 
began a four-month truce in 
January, not due to expire 
until May 1. 

It follows a gradual build 
up of sniping and shelling 
incidents ui Sarajevo which 
resulted in a d^b Sunday 
between fee Serbs and U.N. 
peacekeepers after a mortar 
attack on a U.N. aircraft. 

Lack of diplomatic prog- 


ress towards a peace settle- 
ment has prompted U.N. 
feais that Muslims and Seibs 
are preparing for a return to 
war in the spring once fee 
ceasefire ends. 

Monday's fighting showed 
fee situation could deteriori- 
ate more qoiddy wife gov- 
ernment forces, rested and 
re-aimed duriqg the trace, 
taking fee initiative against 
Serbs ufeo control 70 per cent 
of Bosnia after three years of 
fighting. 


The TUzla fighting en^ed 
long a wide arc east of fee 


along a wide arc east of fee 
town on fee front line divid- 
ing Muslim and Serb forces. 

A U.N. duty officer in Tuz- 
la told Reuters by telephone 
there had been more than 500 
detonations in the Majevica 
[fills outside Stolice Monday 
monuDg. 


appeared to be a Serb televi- 
riOD transmitter at Stolice. 

The Serbs reported heavy 
riielling and infentry battles 
with half a dozen towns 
under attack including Pri- 
boj, Jablanica and Lulmvica. 

The Serb reports made no 
mention of casualties and 
said fee Muslims were being 
repulsed. 

U.N. sources said about 60 
detonations were beard in 
fighting after dayli^t in fee 
Travnik area. 

Some 30 Bosnioan soldiers 
were believed killed and 80 


said they had seen numerou 
ambulances on the streets. 

The United Nations can 
celled a flight into Sarajevi 


Monday, aroarentiy bovrin 
to Bosnian &rt>s who hav 


to Bosnian Sert>s who hav 
attacked five aircraft lanfen 
at the dty's airport over fe 
past nine days. 


The decision came after 
U.N. spokesman said Mor 
day that fee U.N. YAK-4 
aircraft would land aboi 


wounded Monday morning in 
Serb shelling of their bar- 


Bosnian government troop 
movements “well in excess of 
1,000 men” were seen. 

“It would seem feat the 
Bosnian army are taking 
•some form of raenrive action 
in that area but our freedom 
of movement is very limited 
and so is our information,” 
U.N. spokesman Gary Co- 
ward said in Sarajevo. 

One Muslim target 


racks in Tuzla town in north- 
east Bosnia, as fitting flared 
nearby, according to initial 
U.N. I^tectiott Force (UN- 
PROFOR) reports here. 

U.N. military observers in 
Tu^ were told that several 
shells had hit Bosnian army 
barracks during moinuig pa- 
rade, Major Heive Gourme- 
km said here. 

The observers confirmed 
that one riiell had bit fee 
parade ground. 

A doctor at the local hos- 
pital told fee U.N. observers 
that some 200 casualties were 
admitted Monday morning to 
fee hospital. The observers 


noon. 

Asked why fee flight ha 
been cancelled at fee la; 
moment a U.N. source sak 
“The better question is why 
was sdtedulM to (and in di 
first place.” 

Relief flights into fee di 
were suspended on March 1 
when Se^ gunners holed 
Red Cross pkuie as it touche 
down at fee abpoit. 


Since then only U.N. adm 
oistrative flights have com 
into Sarajevo, carrying U.^ 
peacekeepers, civilian off 
dais and feeir equipment. 

Many of those m^ts 
been shot at by Serbs vrii 
surround fee dty, induding 
[riane carrying U.N. spea, 
envoy Yasusiu Akashi aa' 
his two top generals in tl 
former YugosIa\ia. 1 


Hutu gunmen kill 17 in Burundi; Tutsis hit back 


BUJUMBURA (R) ^ At 
least 17 people, including 
three Belgians, were mas- 
sacred by gunmen in Burandi 
Sunday, sparking dashes in 
the capltu Monday in whidi 
anofeer four peoftie were kil- 
led. 

Witnesses said members of 
the Hutu majority were on 
Monday taken hostage in fee 
cen^ market. 

The witnesses counted four 
dead after stone-throwing 
gangs of Tutsi and Hutu 
yoi& dariied outride the 
market as news of Sunday’s 
massacre spread. 

The youths ignored an 


most victims were Thtsis, on 
a ''punitive mission’' in re- 
venge for the attack blamed 
on Hntn gnmnai. 

The Belgians were a 
woman, her daughter and a 
man. I& fiancee was among 
three Belgian wounded taken 
to hospital. The names of the 
dead were withheld until 
ftunflies were informed. 


In Brussels, the Foreijra 
inistrv condemned the kiu- 


appeal for peace by Prime 
Mmister Antoine Nduwayo 


Mmister Antoine Nduwayo 
Momby after the massacre at 
Nyamutenderi, 12 kilometres 
southeast of Bujumbura. 
Poiioe said 17 people were 
lolled on the main road. 

Security sources said Tutsi 
youths were heading Monday 
for Nyamutenderi, where ' 


Ministry condemned the kOl- 
ings and a spokesman 
mealed to the ^ Belgians 
living in Burundi to take ex- 
tra secn^ measures. 

He said the ambush took 
place at about 7.30 p.m. 
(1730 GMT) Sunday, half-an- 
bour after a curfew In Bnjum- 
bnra began. 


“They were travellmg bade 
from a ^rts meeting outside 
tiie cafMtal when apparently 
tbty had tyre problems and 
had to stop. An armed group 
then attacked them,” the 


spokesman said. 

The Foreign ^finistIy did 
not intend warnmg people 
against travelling to Burandi, 
a former Belgjw protecto- 
rate. No evacuation plan was 
being prepared, the spokes- 
man said. 

“We are looking at this as 
an isolated hiddent. Burundi 
nationals were wife the Bel- 
gians so we do not thtnV the 
attack was targ^ed at Bel- 
gians,” he added. 

An Austrian friend of the 
rictims, who was travelling in 
convoy wife the group, said 
he did not believe whites 
were targeted. “They were 
shooting at all fee cars.” he 
said. 

“It was an ambush... it was 
one of the armed g*nw who 
are in all the hills,” he told 
Belgian RTBF Radio. 

U.N. special envoy Ahme- 
dou Quid Abdallah told Ren- 


garo was responsible for tl 
ambush when a vehicle pun 
tored a tyre. 

“We condemn violen* 
from wherever it comes b 
especially this land of bln 
attack by tins Nisigaro,” ! 
said. 


“These people are gou 
too fer,” Nduwayo sa 
on state radio. “All Bum 
dians must fight them and t 
have the means of stoppu 
them injuring us.” 
Burundi hu fee same vol 
tile etimic mix as nrighboi 
ing Rwanda, where up to oi 
million Tutsis and allii 
Hums were put to death I 
Hutos in last year’s genocid 


ters an aimed Hutu group led 
by “General” Donatien >firi- 


Bunindi has teetered i 
the brink of aU-out ethniew 
since S0.(KX) people we 
bolciiered ' after Thtsi sok^ 
killed Melchior Ndadaye, t| 
country's first democratic^ 
elected president, in Octoh 
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End explosive situation 


TE[E ATTACK Sunday on a bus 
carrying Israeli settlers near Heb- 


ron in the occupied Arab territories 
Is a strong reminder of the settle- 
ments’ crisis within the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. At a time when the 
l^eli goyemment of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin has moved ex- 
peditiondy to s^iarate Israd from 
the Palestinian territories in every 
conedvaUe way. It has done no- 
thing concrete to limit the 
mushrooming setdenmts in those 
territories. Mr. Ratnn and his gov- 
ernment have decided to separate 
Israel from the Palestinian lands 
after considerable soul-searchh^ 
and after becoming convinced that 
there was no viable way to keep the 
two peoples and their territories 
antertwiped. If the premia behind 
the separation bdwe^ the Isradis 
and Palestinians is a sound one, it 
follows that thoe must be an equal 
"A^ar^qh.bdween the Pales tinians 
mid the settlers. However, there can 
be no better way to attain this 
except by dismantling the . Jewish 
colonies. As long as Israeli settle- 
ments are being built and expanded 
ri^t in the heart fsi Arab lands, 
there win always be an occasion for 
violence to erupt in one way or 
another. One year ago, an Israeli 
settler stmdk at the A1 Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Hebnm and slaughtered 
more than 30 worshippm. There 
were many reasons behind that 
mass killing of Pales tinians but the 
most outs tanding among thrai is the 
proximity between the two peoples 
at a time when raudums both 
sides of the fence run very hi gh. The 
logical thing to do against tins badk- 
drop is to end this explosive miring 
espedally since the two peofdes 
seem to prefer to lead two separate 
lives in every sense of the word, 
which would lead to an end to the 
attacks and counter-attacks and en- 
liance peace building. 


rT;i 


ARABIC PRESS COMMEIITARIES 


kL RA*I Arabic daily on Monday dealt with Geiman 
^anceOor Helmut bill's visit to Jordan next Jane, 
iiudin^ Jordanian-Gemuui lelatioos, the newqtaper saaA 
& Majesty King Hussein has a special status in the hearts 
if the uennan p^le because of his distinguisbed lead-’ 
^fsliip. Every viat King Hussein or His Highness 
Zroiwn Prince Hassan pay to Germany is met with spedal 
aterest and concern. That is why Prime Ifinister of the 
Seman State of North Rhine-Westphalia Johannes Rau*s 
isit to Jordan was warmly welcomed and was an affirma- 
ion ^ tte spedal relationships between the Jordanian and 
jerman leaderships and peoples. Germany and the Ger- 
tan people were always an example of real challenge andi 
aeir ability to unify tfaie two German parts was legendary. 


li DUSTOUR AraUc d^y denounced in its editoria] 
unpaigns launched in the American Senate to move the 
nbassy of the U.S. from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, saying 
ich a move would harm the htiddle East peace process, 
loving the embassy to Jerusalem, said the paper, con- 
avenes all Internationa] l^timac^ resolutions and the 
nndjMes of justice and ^e com|mhen^e and lastii^ 
*ace sought by all Arab peace-loving parties. It said this 
isjridous cam paign was amung to start cracks in the peace 
xicess which is already ^ng failures as a result of Israers 
mds rejecting the establishment of lasdi^ peace on all 
rab fronts, particularly its rejection to nnpiemeut the 
!f-rule agreements wifri tbt Palesrinimis and its stubborn 
jection to withdraw from the Golan Heights and 
:banese lands in accordance with U.N. Security ConncD 
^ludon 425. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khovf 


Slaying our own 



WHICH MINISTRY in Jordan can potentially have the 
oeatest impact on the future wellbeing of the country? 
water? Edocmion? Eamomy? AH of aretmpoimm, 
but I would suggest that die sinde most important miiiistiy 
in Jordan today is the new, smal and intrigning MimsCry ctf 
Admini^tive Devdopment. 

Typically, the |ove:rnnieiit appo in ted to this poet a 
minister — MobieodinTa^ — vriio had no e]q>erience in or 
expert knowledge of admimstradve affm. Yet, fr pnA>ably 
did a good thi^. I do not often or lightly praise Ar^ 
governments, bat in this case the sheer bravaw, andadfy 
and course that die prime minister and his cai^et have 
riiown in tackling admiiristrative reform need to be 
recognised and supported. 

I say this because I believe that the single b^est 
constraint to Jordan’s abilify to meet the challenges the 
future may be the bloated Jordanian government itself. 
'The steady dedine in the quality of the public service in the 
last two decades has been as fii^tening and Hamag ing as it 
has been conqacuous. Anyone who routinely oomes into 
contact with the bureauoa^ knows the nustiation of 
having te deal widi people ^o are, with some e«q>tions, 
unde^^d, underworiced, undetmotivated, gruff, ineffi- 
cient, os a.oomlrination of several of the above attributes. 
The ^deat, pdhe and enthuriastic Jordaman bureaucrat 
is an increaringfy rare qpedes. 

The problem is not in the nature of Jordanians or of 
bureaucracy, for Jordanians are naturally kird and bard 
woikmg, boreanctades can be efBdent and humane. 
The prracament is that the exaggetated growtii of the 
pobtic bureaucracy in modem Jort^ has been a central 
politica] and economic {uoblem ttet has seen the gpvem- 
aoce systmn deteriorate. The situation today is very dean 
The gover nm ent cannot continue to finance a bloated 
bnremicracy, the coon^ cannot afford to have so many 
workers in unprodnetive jobs, and our fotore win be 
stunted if we continoe to endure a public service that is* 
unable to provide the qualicy oi r^^iUttiou and snpervisioa 
required to succeed in tite more dyiumic era of privatisa- 
tion and glnhajfaarinn. 

The available data shows that all the employees of the 
public service (civil service, security services and para- 
statal institutions such as the national airline or the 
univeisities) empkqr sometfah^ like 175,000 people (no- 
body can tell you the precise number because nobody 
knows the preose nnmbm. This accounts for around 36 
per cent of the entire wor kfo r ce in Jordan; the dvfl service 
ahme, witiiont security pasonnd or para-^tals, accounts 
for 18 percemof the workforce. These are very hi^ ratios 
mat are nnsostainable, since the g^nunent cannot 
shoulder the financial buirien of emplo^g so many people 
who bring in very little if any revenue, and the natural 
social and eeonmmc dyanism of Jordan cannot withstand 
oontinaed dimpening effect of undiecked boieancratic 
otmfuskm. 

The govommenfs attempt to tackle tiiis problem is an 
inqKntant sim of Jordan’s dei^ to move from the fontaqr 
wtm of theThird World school of governance to the nK»e 


demandmg and real world of progress based on in^uity, 
productivity and human enthusiasm. Dr. Toq and hi$ smw 
siBrff have gotten off to a good start — tb^ oudine report 
about their goab and (Mocedures is exactly 10 p^es (with 
fob of vriute qiace and wide margmgs; actually, it is around 
rixpages lo^. 

ihe most impressive thing about tbeir approach to the 
task at hand is not their creativity or com^x scfaolariy 
analyses; it is the simple fact tliey have brought a lot of 

common sense to b^ upon a most fri^temng problem. 
They speak the revohitionaiy language of improving 
gnaUty of pmformance, putting tiie ri^ person in the right 
job, increasing efiidei^ and productivity, reducing red 
tajie, introducing princijto of acconntabilify and reward- 
and-pumshmeut, choosu^ people and tiainmg them 
oontmnonsly, transparent, qii^ty cirdes, one-stop win- 
dows, and other such concepte that have kmg hauntra but 
rarely touched the Jordanian bnreaacracy. 

I am convinced tiiat this is a serious attempt by the 
government to solve problems of its own histoncal crea- 
tion, to stey dragons that it gave Urth to and nurtmed over 
many decades. The government is not doing this out of its 
own altruism or good nature. Hie government is doing it 
because it obviously woke pp recently and realised that it 
was on tbe verge of beconunc embanusingly non-cre^le 
to Dxst of its own citizens. Left to its own legacy, the public 
service was on the verge of beemning a jote, riddled with 
inefficiency, savaged ^ comqition, and threatened with 
irrelevance. (We see all airoond us many instances of 
pe^le taming away from government services and using 
private or fore^ services instead, sudt as in the fields of 
education, health and television and radio news). 


rounds .of 10 or more offices. The Passport Department 
now issnes a new passport by 1 p.m. if the request is 
presented by 10 a.m. of the same day. 

These are significant if isolated examples of mtelhgeot 
lationalisatioD of a once byzutine and wietefiil bureaucra- 
ts. The is to institute such dianges aooss tim 

bo^, and to institutionalise them throughout the entire 
bureaucracy. The process wfll take years ^ decades, and 
it will never stop. Many in the system may want to fipkttte 
process, b^use it may reduce their powers or dmunish 



nitely. 

Many others, thoi^, recognise uie importance of what 
is being attempted oy Dr. Toq and his ooUeagnes. He 
reported that the overwhelming majority of senior civil 
servants are receiving his ideas witii enthusiasm. They do 
so, I suspect, be»use they recognise that effective adnnnis- 
trative reform, as well as bring good for tiie public and tiie 
country, wfll also enhance their own sense of worth and 
self-esteem. 


The Nfinistiy of Administrative Development says it 
seeks to implement a broad refonn p r og ramm e that 
honours a simple but crucial principle: Government em- 
ployees are public servants who should be held accountable 
to tbe best interests of the public they serve. T^ is, m 
effect, an attempt to apply to the bureaucracy tbe same 
principles of democratic participation and aocoontability 
chat we are trying to ap^y to the poBtical system. 

This is by nature a very long-term jnooess that requires a 
total change of attitude among govenunent employ^, but 
it has already stiuted. The MBnistry of Finance has 
institnted some imiMessive new procednres during tiie past 
few years that have considerably reduced paperwoik and 
incrused effidenqr. 


The importance of this effort cannot be over- 
emphasis. If it succeeds, it will reinvigorate tiie part- 
nership between the public and private sectors tiiat has 
always been a key to Jordan's modem national develop- 
ment. It should also gradually reduce tiie proUans of 
(x wTuption and mismanagement tiiat the prune minister 
Viirnsfttf faas mentioned as fundamental targets of 1^ 
government. 

This is, in die final analysis, a political process, and not 
only an administrative one. It is about restructuring the 
Jordanian governance ^'stem in a manner that decentral- 
ises power and shares it between tbe public and private 
sectors, and between the central government and the 
provinces. If it succeeds, it will gradumly redress tiie severe 
dist^ons in the nse of politico and economic power that 
have plagued most modem Arab countries. 



, oompmed to an average of 40 
days preWously. Rontine fonnalities that used to requiie 
c^t agoatnres now can be complete wifo just diiee 
signatares. The last three ministers of finance have 
dri^;ated to lower levels of the bureaucracy a total of 138 
different rts^ponsibilities that they used to have. The 
Miiiistiy of foterior has instituted similar effidency mea- 
sures that now allow a citizen to process a routine request 
by going to a rin^e window, instep of having to mkke tbe 


The process of state-buildiog may have required a 
centralisation of power in the hands of a small number of 
offidals who were not subjected to the accountably of 
tbeir own people; today’s challenges of sustelning and 
fiirtiier imimv^ the conditions of the Jordanian people, 
however, require a roDiiig back of tins outdated lega^. 
The feet tiiat sodi an endravoor is being speaiiieaded by 
sensible folks, wieltfing the pow^ of brief a^ succinct 
action plans, is a profound important and positive 
political statement riiout the nature and asj^tions of our 
people and oor modem political culture. It is inqxirtant for 
the government not to make the same migtakg with tins 
process that it has made with oth^; it should actively 
ocplain what this is all about, draw on the ideas, enthu- 
siasm and common sense of the Jordanian p^le, and 
engage the public in a political and administrative r^nn 
process that is vital for our collective future wellbeing, llie 
initial efforts have been serious, thoughtful and impressive, 
and the government — our employees, in effect-— deseives 
creifit to its efforts to date in this respect. 


M. KAHIL 



A chance for Croats and Serbs 


to avert approaching explosion 


By Mbfai Gfeony 


SALONIKA, Greece — 
The CHiiton administration 
has persuaded Croatian 
President Firanjo Tkidjman 
to retreat from a course of 
action that mi^ have led 
to fiill-scale war witii Ser- 
bia. War still cannot be 
ruled out. 

A lot depends both on 
the rebel Serbian minority 
that rules one-third of 
Croatia, a r^on called 
Krajina, and on tbe presi- 
dent of Serbia, Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

The immediate tiireat 
was defused when the inter- 
national commnni^, but 
the U.S. State 
lent, got Mr. 'Didj- 
man to resefod his dedrion 
to evict 12,500 United 
tions peacekeepers who 
monitor the so-called zone 
of separatioa between 
jina and the rest of Croatia. 

Even so, Mr. Thdjman 
insists CO a reduction fr^ 
12,500 troops to 5,000 — 
and, crndally, that the 
5,000 patrol not oriy the 
zone of separation bat also 
I^jina’s borders with Bos- 
nia and Serbia to try to 
prevent Serbs in those 
countries frmn giving the 
Krajina Serbs military sup- 
port. 

Tbe United Nations wor- 
ries about its abiiity to per- 
form both tasks re- 
duced personnel. 

Tbe Serbs in Knin, the 
Krajina “capital,” and in 
Belgrade are debating 
whether to accept any 
diantt in the marriate. If 
the Seibs in Knin don’t 
want the intematio^ bor- 
ders patrolled because they 
want to interference with 
militaiy siq>iriies. Mr. Tujd- 
man mi^t well in«v feat 


all 12,500 peacekeepers 
leave. Tliea both armies 
would grri> to strategic 
points along tiiis 1,100- 
kOometre line. The Cixiats 
would make sobstantial 
gains. Belgrade would be 
under overwhelming 
domestic pressure to send 
troops to support fee 
jina Serbs. 

The front line between 
the armies has been stable 
since fee plan feat created 
the U.N. presence was 
in l991 by Zagreb, 
and Belgrade. 

Croatia now rfaiim that 
die U.N. force is consoli- 
dating tbe status quo. 
Croatia’s impatience is 
understandable. Part of 
Krajina cuts tiie main rail- 
way link between Zagreb 
and tbe Drimatian coast, 
whose tourist industry is 
poumtially Croatia’s lafjgest 
forrigh currency earner. 

Also, Croatia’s delicate 
economy has to sustain 
almost half a million re- 
fti^ees, many of whom were 
dmen ont of the Serbian- 
held area. Unable to return 
home, they represent an 
iiffiuential and angry consti- 
tuent in Cfoatia. 

Zagreb is giulty of mis- 
representation when it 
drirng that the United Na- 
tions has made no progress 
in helping to reinte^te the 
Krajina region into Croatia. 

Mr. Tudjman's move to 
end the U.N. mandate 
came after Knin and ^g- 
reb signed an economic 
agreement in December 
following U.N.-sponsored 
negotiations. The pact en- 
ablM Croatian drivers to 
use tiieir cormbys main 
highway, whidi has been 
dos^ to almost four years 
where it crosses the 
Serbian-held territory. The 


agreement also opened a 
pipe^. 

Real progress was being 
made towaids the start of 
political negotiations on the 
status of the rebel Serbs 
when Mr. Tojdman sur- 
prised everybody order- 
ing tbe Umied Nations out. 
T& was evidently a tactic 
to deflect attention from 
the crisis in Bosnia and 
focus it on Zagreb’s frustra- 
tions. 

By baddng down from 
this ^nica^ manufactured 
crisis, Mr. 'nidjman got his 
pay-off — promises of 
Western economic supfi^. 

Recently, Foreign Minis- 
ter Klaus Kinkel of Ger- 
many said feat now that 
Croatia has allowed the Un- 
ited Nations to stay, the 
peaceful reinte^tion of 
the Krajina region must be 
accelerated. To make that 
possible, he asked Mr. 
Milosevic to recognise 
Croatia. 

Tbe West has already 
told Mr. Nfilosevic feat if he 
recognises Croatia and Bos- 
nia, U.N. econODu'e sanc- 
tions against the rump 
Yugoslavia imposed in 19^ 
will be Ufted. This is nice 
idea, but it will not work. 

Mr. Nfilosevic argues that 
he can consider recognition 
only if fee sanctions, which 
have made life misei^le 
for ordina^ Serbs, ait first 
lifted. This would enable 
him to appease bis restless 
domestic constituency. 

There is a way out of the 
impasse. Tbe U.N. Security 
Council should suspend the 
suictioDs for a limited time. 
Any permanent member of 
the council could insist on 
reimposing them if Mr. 
Milosevic was unable or un- 
willing to deliver on his 
promises. 


Suspension would allow 
him to demoDstrate to his 
own population that talks, 
not war, provide tbe best 
solution to fee crisis that 
has made a mess of all of 
the former Yugoslavia — 
except Slovenia. Wthout a 
suspension of sanctions, 
any appeal to Mr. Nfflosevic 
to recogi^ Croatia and 
Bosiua wiU fall on deaf 
ears. 

Sanctions aside, his posi- 
tion on the Krajina region is 
clear. Zagreb and Knin 
most arrive at a politicai 
solution feat defines fee 
spedal rights and status of 
the Serbs who would re* 
main in Croatia. Once this 
happened, he would recog- 
nise Croatia. 

So even if fee Serbs in 
Knin and in Belgrade a gr ee 
on a change in fee U.N. 
mandate, Zagreb will stUl 
have to negotiate wife Knin 
if it wants to avoid fee use 
of force in getting Krajina 
back. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
Croatia, Peter Galbraith, 
has come up with a docu- 
ment that fee international 
community thinks shoold 
be fee basis for negotia- 
tions. It enrisions a return 
of Krajina while giving the 
Serbs serial status. 

The Croats have doubts 
But botfa they and fee Serbs 
should use the offices of 
Mr. Galbraith and other 
mediators to explore fee 
opportunities for a settle 


tncni. Anything else could 
lead to an exol^on in the 


north ern Balkans 

Tbe wfor, author of “The 
Fall of Yugoslavia" and 
iMw preparing a book on 
Balkan natioDalism 
1804, contributed this com- 
ment to Tbe New York 
Tunes, 


Peru, Ecuador 
likely to enter 


By Mary Powers 
Reuter 




LIMA — Peru and 
Ecuador, who fought a 
month-kxig border war dur- 
ing which neither side 
gaia^ a decisive victory, 
are likely to enter an arms 
race to prepare for another 
eventual conflict, military 
analystt here said. 

Enrique Obando, anal 
at the Peruvian Centre i— 
International Studies, said 
feat in fee aftermath of a 
peace accord, Quito is like- 
ly to continue argmng feat a 
border treaty, ^riiid Peru 
has tried to implement for 
SO years, cannot be ex- 
ecuted in a stretch of the 
Cordillera del Condor 
where the war occurred. 

“The most logical out- 
come of such a dijriomatic 
standoff is that to two 
countries enter into an arms 
race,” he said. 

Luis Mellet, a former 
navy intelligence officer, 
predicted another round of 
fee conflict will break ont 
later this year. 

“Ecuador is gaining time 
(with the diplomatic 
a«»cd) but so U Pern. I 
predict another confronta- 
tion around September,” 
Mr. Mellet told Reuters, 
adding that Ecuador’s 
“national mission” is to 
g^ access to tbe Amazon 
either ferou^ diplomacy or 
aims. 

Tbe conflict, in which at 
least 75 Ecuiulorans gnd 
Peruvians died, broke out 
in late January in rug^ 
terrain in to Cordillera del 
Condor, which is yet to be 
demarcated as called to in 
to treaty. 

TTie two countries signed 
a peace accord on Feb. 17 
Md, udfe the mediation of 
four countries who act as 
guarantors of the treaty, a 
ceasefire has largely bin' 
respected since by both 
sides ratified it on Feb. 28. 

About 40 milituy obser- 
vers from feose nations 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile 
and to United States — 
have been in Peru and 
Ecuador since March 11 to 
supervise a separation of 
force and eventual demili- 
tariMtion of fee zone called 
for in the accord. 

But to appearance of 
two anns shipments indi- 
cate one or both rides may 


be gearing up to another 
conflict. 

President Carlos Menem 
Saturday ordered a formal 
investigation into fee saie,of 
a 7S-tonne shipment of 
Argentine-made arms, 
worth dome $33 ntiUkm, 
which arrived in Gnayaqnil 
in February after fee peace 
accord was si^ed. 

Tbe Aigenmie newsp^ 
er Carin, which first brou 
the stoiy, quoted <^^al 
documents as saying the 
arms were destined for 
Venezuela, but Caracas has 
denied it ever bought the 
arms. 

In Lisbon Friday, Fortn- 
'guese officials said a Ukrai- 
nian plane was sent back to 
Siov^a, whereitsfli^t had 
began, after a search re- 
vealed it was carrying arms 
instead of medical goods as 
bdicated in the cargo man- 
ifest. 

An air force spokesman 
said fee plane’s originai 
fli^t plan was for Quito 
but that it had tried to 
change it. Diplomats said 
the plane was trying to de- 
liver arms to Ecuador or 
Peru. 

In the war, Mr. Obando 
and Mr. MeUet said. Pern 
bad underestimated 
Ecuador’s militaiy capabil- 
ity — Ecuador chose a ate 
for the fighting feat 'would 
give it a dear strategic 
advantage and obtained the' 
arms necessary to defend 
itself. 

‘’Although on paper 
Peru's militaiy hardware is 
superior to Eoiador’s, most 
of Peru's annament is dd 
and obsolete,” Mr. Obando 
said. 

Peru, which made tactical 
errors in tbe air war and 


lacked intelUeence informa- 
tion about to ar 


... arms bad 

radar which Ecuador pos* 
sessed, lost ei^t aircraft — 
three fighter-bombers and 
five helicopters — * knodked 
out by Ecuadoran misriles. 

But Ecuador also ta» 
judged Peru's c^bilzty to 
put most of its aircraft in 
operatiou' in a relatively 
short period of time. Pern 
dislodged troops from two 
of thiTO bases and had $ui^ 
rounded a third uhen foe 


accord was signed. 

“Both sides caJcalated 


badly and now toy are 
prisoners of thdr poor cal’ 
culatioDs,” Mr. Obando 
said. 
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PRIVOLNOYE — It was 
with a tio^ of pride that, 
onMndill, 19^,Ale3»n> 
der Yakovenko beard the 
dvQling pews from Moscow 
cm his radio — an antique 
contraption boDder thm a 
snitease. His old boyhood 
friend, the vill^ over- 
achiever with vraom he 
spent hb teeiage summers 
harvesting grain on a clank- 
ing Stainnst-4 combine, had 
just been «««"*«< General 
Secretan of die Gonuniniist 
Party m the USSR. 

Not only had Mr. 
Yakovenko once sat along- 
side the newly qipointed 
master of the world’s 
second superpower, he 
ooold dahn a modest role in 
his making. For it was 
thanks to their Stakhano- 
vite teamwork aboard the 
comb^ harvester that, in 
the June 20, 1948 issue of 
the local newspapesr, Tbe 
Road to Hykb, die man 
who would sow die seeds of 
perestroika and reap a 
vdiiilwind of diaiige first hit 
die headlines: “Comrade 
Gorbachev is Ready to 
Harvest’’ 

Todiqr, 10 years after the 
PoUtbnro dedared Mikhail 
Gorbadiev ready to govern 
the Soviet Union, Mr. 
Yakovenko, and nearly 
everyone else in die village 
where Mr. Gorbachev 
ment his youth, bonoan 
me bitter huvest of the past 
decade. 

We all believed at first 
but were badly dis- 
appointed,” said Mr. 
Yakovenko, how 66 and 
retired from his job on the 
local collective farm on a 
mondily pension — rarely 
paid — of about £15. 
“Somehow it jnst tfidn’t 
woric out.** The old radio 
on vriiidi he once followed 
Mr. Gorbachev's career 
boomed away in the next 
room. Above tbe throb of 
heavy metal rock music, 
Mr. Yakovenko exdmned 
why his friend’s good inten- 
tkms had gone away. ^^This 
dasttost and democracy 
Dusiiiess were a crime. They 
may have killed off pares- 
trada.** 

Along a nearby main 
road to the regional aqntal, 
Stavropol, nmfoled ftrad- 
diiig reminders of tbe chaos 
many Russiaiis see as the 
prindpal results of the 
decade — convoys of milit- 
aiy trucks emblazoned with 
r^ crosses beading south to 
tbe war in naghbouiiiig 
diechenya. 

Never mind that Mr. 
Gorbachev opposed the 
war and has b^n out of 
office smoe 1S191, there is a 
sense that he somehow set 
the whole infernal machine 
in motion: “He should have 
done things differently. 
Smnediing needed to be 
done but not like this,” said 
Tatyana Parienka, a SS- 
year-old formworfcer, “He 


Bittei^ harvest on the steppes 


10 years ago, a surge of pride overtook Mikhail Gorbachev’s village when he was named 
general secretary of the USSR. These days,' his image is somewhat tarnished. Andrew 
Higgins reports 


FALLING 
STARS: Gor^ 
badiev wifli Mnr^ 
gnret Thatdier in 
1989; at President 
Chernenko’s 
frmertf in 1985: 
that fotefkil fight^ 
back ftrom tiie 
Crimea in Ao- 
gnst, 1991; oo the 
phone with Presi- 
dent Bnsh mi- 
nntes before 
announcing his 
resignatimi in De- 
conber, 1991 



works of hfanc, . 
Rosa Lozembotg, 
LfeMmedit and otter ha 
naries of the socialist can 

“Nodung good has CO 
of it,” said Matil 
Ignatenko of her fom 
pupil's pemtrotti, **I 
fore at IM we cbnid b( 
that things might gef beti 
Now we see no piospei 
no fotme. 

“There is no eeftaii 
Before we knew wl 
tomorrow wonld bre 
when salaries and pen» 
would be paid.*’ . 

AH die same, she i 
reme m beia hfr. Oofbnd 
ftndly. He was one of. 
few people in the vOli 
site nid, not 
post-war hysteria againsi 

riltnp O u fH f ii. 

And, thanks to Us ti 
in the Kremlin, she no I 
ger worries about talk 

H about irikat b 
to her own. fed 
iibocfai 1937 at 
very height of Stall 
p ur g es . *T canted ttis 

nw I.wasthedaairi 

of an eneoqr of tte peo| 
Before diet I ooold not 
anyone who my fat 
was.” t 

So for, die oate pu 
tribute to Mr. Ooiboaic 
a small stone plaque on 
outside wall of a desel 
house on School L* 
where Us mottet usee 
live. It was put ttere 
Andrn Razhi, acodqr 
ingpi^ staririio baUen 
the fonner leader’s loot 
omiviiioed her to idl 
the house and tubed 
property into a bizarre 
treat fu leadter*jacki 
groupies. 

Fufou at the daiei 
don of Us fomfly home* 
Gorbachev piolasied 
transaction m the oa 
and, after moudis of ai 
haggling, finally 
propert y beck in Jana 
Mr. Razin, lead liiia 
a band called TeiMterp 


kiluieii caouifis 


should have thou^t about 


ddngs a Ut more. He did it 
all witbont leaOy diinking.’* 


Mr. Goibadiev, whose 
fiist move np(Mi coimng to 
o^e was a frenzied cani- 
pai gn a pinrt dnmkennesB, 
would Umsetf be less than 
pleas^ with the most risi- 
Ue signs of change in his 
home vUlw — a huge 
selectUm of booze. A new 
shop off the main square 
stocks Blade Death Vodka 
and Bulgarian cognac; the 
state store next door offers 
stale Uscuits and shelf after 
shelf of ftndfied wine; two 
private kioskB on Proletar- 
iat Street sdl icecream, hn- 
ported diooolate and more 
alcohol. 


BuOt on the hanks of a 
muddy tTver, the Yegorlyk, 
the village of Pdvolnoye sits 
on some of tbe richest land 
in Russia, the ^dy rolling 
steppes of die Stavropol re- 
dOD. For all the grumbling, 
ft sdU presents a tidy, even 
p ros p erous foce, tbe shut- 
ters of its gingerbread 
faousers fresUy painted, 
each home sniroinided by a 
neat wooden fence. Unlfoe 
many Russian vfllages, it 
has an as|halt road and its 
own telephoDe excUmge. 

Nor is the village 
swamped by the crime that 
has so alienat^ urban Rus- 


gnn*- the most recent act of 
iawlessness was the theft of 
two tmla^ 1 
According to .Vasily 
Chertov, bead of dui village 
administration, the r^ 
{xtiblem is less present mis- 
ery than fear fw thb future 


• Staff at 
station 
village 


arid resentment tha 
a gas compressoi 
just outside the 
should eaiti at feast five 
times mme than ^peasants 
on the collective foim. ‘*We 
have no idea anymore 
where we are goin{| m* bow 
we will get there.. It was 
easy beftm. We were buDd- 
mg Communism J No one 


had to think- Now we have 
no ideology.” 

An educated man who 
nsed to work as a vet on the 
coUedive form, Mr. Cher- 
tov has a soft spat for Mr. 
Gorbachev but sees no 
hope of a pUitical com- 
ebfick for tbe village’s most 
celebrated son: “He doesn’t 
stand a chance.” 

A for more promising, 
albeit problemaoc — be 
died in 1982 — candidate 
for a comeback would be 
Leonid Brezhnev; “Brezh- 


nev wonld definitely win. 
Here it would be loO per 


ceot for Brezhnev. There is 


rii3 question at alL” 

' In some way, though, lit- 
e has efaang^ since Mr. 
iioitnchev M here in 1950 
go to nniveisity in Mos- 
coiw. Tbe centre of village 
hf e is still the Sverdlov Col- 
lei itive Fann — • recently re- 
naoned a Joint-Stock Agri- 
cultural Enterprise Ltd but 
still run much as before 
fri^m a wooden bnildiiig 
flimked ty concrete busts m 
min and Marx. The land 
IS been divided up on pap- 
into 1,700 individiw 
pfots but only 34 out of 
ore than 4,000 villageis 
ive broken with the col- 


on 


lective fonn to set 
their own. The form’s 
tor is ^GkoIai Brizhakm, a 
jowly veteran communist 
with huge ham hands, a 
stubby tie and bois^t 
stems on his petyester sUzt. 
“Reform hu given practi- 
cally nothing to tbe 
peasants,” be complained, 
launching into a knig tirade 
against Moscow’s neglect of 
& countryside. 


Eqnalbr distressed is Mr. 
GOTbadtev*s 


old German 
teacher, tbe ethnic German 
woman who first introduced 
the futur e leader of the 
Commumst Party to the 


the 

semng Mr. Oorbacb 
fomily memorabilia. 

Back m Piivolnoye 
week to ^ot hb next d 
hfr. Raan boaiteii of j 
he would one day gat 
bouse back and turn iti 
a r Hummnnt mm, of MT. j 
bachev*B foiliires. 

“Everything U . fa 
• apait'H^desnoycd cn 
-Jfamg. I rate Um very t 
ty as a politician and ail 
a man. Maybe he was j 
as a comUne haivemer 
or but that b it.” 

Few would grant 
baby-focedkfr. Rarin 
diaL And, for all Hs 
nem, the fend betweei 
pop star and the fo 
general seoeteiy of tin 
mer Communist F 
stsnds SB an odd 
perhaps fitting ttibip 
nist bow moa Mr. 
bacliev changed hb < 
try. 


Tbe lad^teodeia 


Assad demands ‘balanced peace’ 


(Omdnued from page 1) 


lier diat be was in Damascus 
to fomfliarise himself with 
tyria’s views on die peace 
effort. 

“We in Europe in general, 
and in Germany in pardcolar, 
are gready intei^tted in the 
positive developments in tbe 
peace process,” Mr. Rau 
said. 

Diplomatic sources said 
that Ran's visit signalled 
Germimjr*s growing mterest 


in playing a bigger role in the 
KG^ Ei 


East. 

Syria a pd other Arab states 
have long encouraged 
Europe to take a higher pro- 
file in die process, seeking to 
counter u.S. support for 
fond. 

Mr. Assad also met Mon- 
day with Lebanese Foreign 
hfinister Fares Booez to dis- 
cuss tbe peace process and 


other TC^onal issues. 

Syria b tbe dominant pow- 
er in Lebanon, whose ne^ 
tiadons widi Inael have 
been stalled since February 
1994. 

SANA said that Mr. Bouex 
bad carried a message from 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hraun for Mr. Assad. It <fid 
not disclose the contents. 

Mr. Bouez, who arrived by 
road from Beirut, also met 
his Syrian counterpart, 
Farouk Al Sharaa. He said 
they developments 

in the hfiddle East in li^t of 
Mr. Christopher’s tour of the 
region last week. 

He said that Lebanon was 
“mobilising its diploma^ and 
imeniational relations to ex- 
the brutality of Israel’s 
a g gresrion on Lraantm.” 


Jordan rejects Israeli charges 


(Continued from page 1) 


daily quote of 600 across that 
oosang was ccHDpfeted. 

The Jerusalem Post quoted 
tour (iterators as saying that 
many of those turned buk 
had visas iaw ied by Jordanian 
andinides and some of the 
tours threatened to sue tbe 
ssdides. 

Khatib .said, 
Hraeli tour operators did not 
tak^. iwfA consideration that 
die rises qiecified the period 
of visit and stipulated that 
tennsts ttould cross into die 
■oountry on die same date ^ 
.- mentioned in the permit 
" .zatiim than trying to use the 
, .psri^ on any day during the 
tyedfied penod. 
j - - Jbfdan s now issuing visas 
; the date of ontty 

die period of visit m 
i -Older to preempt Israelis 
'.foom'nisQsng the pennii* he 


said, implicitly suggesting 
that Israeli tour operators 
were pardy to be blaimed for 
not expiaining the situation 
to tourists. 

“We think 900 per day b a 
good number, particulariy in 
view of tbe limitations on our 
fodlities to cater to the needs 
of tourists/* Mr. Khatib said. 

The minister said it was not 
possible for Jordan to in- 
crease the Dumber, given that 
it did not even have the prop- 
erly equipped buses that 
me^ the reqairements of 
tourism standards to trans- 
port tbe visitors. 

Furthermore, be said, 
Jordanian facilities — hotels, 
and tourism sites as weD as 
tour agencies — could not 
overtook “their regular flow 
of tourists from oth» parts of 
the world.” 


Israel debates separation 

(Coatiniicd from 1) 


the talks would continue. 

A leading dove in Mr. 
Rabin’s government, En- 
vironment Minister Yossi 
Sarid, said Monday it was 
only a matter of time until 
Jewish settlements in the 
Wett Bank would be up- 
rooted. 

“It is known that tbe setde- 
meuts and of course that in 
die centre of Hebron wfll 
meet their fate, and before 
modi more time win pass...,” 
Mr. Sarid told Israel TV. 

However, Deputy Defence 
hfinister Mordediai Our said 
the govenunent would push 
for tbe “r^t” of Jews to 
remain in Hdnon under a 
final peace agreement with 
the PalestiniaiB. 

Sunday night’s shooting 
amburii lent new intenaty to 
a deltete in Israel over plans 
to separate Iretween Israel 
and the West Bank with the 
help of fences, beefed-up 
army patrols, new check- 
points and bomb-sniffing 
dop. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal on Monday prraented 
the proposed to a parliamen- 
tary committee and said it 
was the only way to foil 
attacks by Palestinian mili- 
tants inside Israel. Mr. Shah- 
al said he would submit the 
plan to the govenunent in 
two weeks for approval. 

Right-wing politicians, 
however, srid this would turn 
the 140,000 Jews in tbe West 
Bank into targets for miti- 
tants. 

“It*s not enough to put up 
a fence. The question is who 
controls security on the other 
side of the fence,” said 
opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu, “ffjfs Hamas or 
tte PLO, then we will have 
... an e^losion of terror- 

■ 99 

isni« 

Mr. Shahal said his plan to 
separate Palestinians and 
Israelis ended right-win 
dreams of annexing occnpii 


Arab lands. 

’It has a political mean- 
ing,” Mr. SIteltel told repor- 
ten after preseotirig tbe plan 
for creating a “sec urity area” 
between iuul and the West 
Bank to pariiamdiat's interior 
oemmuttee. | 

Mr. R^rin reviewed tbe 
pirn oo Friday.^ It will be 
broi^t to tbe cabinet for 
debate in two 'weeks. The 
goveimneut first adt^itod tbe 
idea of separation in January 
after a'suidde bbimb kQled 21 
Israelis. | 

“It is defining that there 
are two entities. This is the 
reason why thole who bad a 
policy of annJsxation, are 
dreaming of a greater Israel, 
object to tins idea. They 
oppose it beciiuse this will 
mean this is a dream and it 
cannot be realised.” 

But Mr. Shahal, striking a 
Afferent toni to comments 
on Satiuday [by Mr. Sarid, 
denied hfr p»an was a first 
step towai|d creating a 
Palestinian state, 

Mr. Shahal said his plan 
consisted of i “security area” 
atong the W^bst Bank, tbou^ 
oot neoess^y at the pre- 
1967 Middle East war border. 
He said the zone would be 
flerible. DcMaring it a closed 


military area was under con- 
sideratioD, be said. 

“It is ^ along tbe West 
Bank. It is not- a line. It is a 
zone,” be said. There is 
alre^ an electioiuc security 
fence and security road b^ 
tween Israel and the Gaza 
Strip. 

Only at points impossible 
to secore by other means 
would fences be built, said 
the police minister. 

Critics said tbe separation 
plan would pave the way for 
the eventual establishment of 
a Pal«rtiman state. - 7 

“ff you’re tookhte for a 
Palestinian state, then tbe 
separation plan wQI achieve 
iL. You will fsfl to prevent 
terrorism and waste a lot of 
money in the process,” said 
Rehavam Ze^, leader of 
the fer-ri^ Moledet party. 

As part of the plan, pc^ice 
plan to pat homing devices to 
track Arab cars and to petrol 
tbe buff e r zone witii helicop- 
teis, advanced electronic sea- 
son and attsA do^ tramed 
to sniff out explooves. 


Mr. Shahal said police 
were also weighing stiff 
pettelties for those on^t 
giving rides to Palestinians 
without permits into Israel, 
such as confiscating theft 
cars. 


Jordjliiiaiis split over contacts 


(Continued from page 12) 


But li^ has changed in 
the re^od to streog^n 
advQcat^ of norma Hsation. 

Ia:ael7s 1993 peace deal 
with the Palestinians is 
alrnrart a year behind sche- 
dule aind, although U.S. 
Secretebty of State Warren 
ChristMber*$ latest visit se- 
cured ^ a resumption of 
direct llsraeli-Syrian peace 
talks, ivide differences re- 
main. 

The state has taken a 
hard !line, barring fiery, 
reaefaers from mosques, 
ig anti-peace r^es 


and demonstrations, and 
taking several leftist news- 
paper e^rs to court. 

It says the professional 
associations* ban on con- 
tacts is illegal because it 
violates tbe sprit of the 
treaty that became law 
uhea Pariiament endorsed 
it last November. 

But the government does 
not want to push too hard 
in a society where many of 
Jordu’s four million 
pie are of Palestinian origin . 
and still see Israel as 
occoEtying theft land. 


Tjurldsh forces push into Iraq 


(Caattmed ftun page 1) 


cn ^be operation to the multi- 
natjional force, based at Incir- 
Uklaft base in sontbern Tur- 
* — ], which is charged with 
[tecting the safe zone. 

';1ie Tnidsb fbreigD mmis- 
laid leaders of tbe two 
n rival Knrdisb groups 
figjii ring against tiie Iraqi r^ 
im e , and aiainst each otter, 
ha i been infonned of tire 
oftsirive. 

; iut it said -Tbrkey bad no 
mtentioD of taking sides in 
iting between tbe two 
itps, tbe KDF of Massood 
{•am, and the Patriotic 
lion of Kurdisten of Jalal 
ihani. 

I^ was tbe biggest Turidsb 
m^aiy offenave against file 
PKnl smee 1992, when almost 
2,50(3 rebels were killed. 

Ti le push into Iraq by the 


army, wfaidi has a powmfiil 
porition in Turidsb politics, 
also followed a week of poli- 
tical unrest in frtenbnl involv- 
ing moderate Alawite Mus- 
lims and trouble in Ger many, 
police suspect PKR 
are belmd a wave 
firebomb attacks 
TUridsb-envned p roperty 
fiiat country. 


nhere 


m 


Turkey has rei 
warned liac|i K nrcfe agaiiist 
giviiu shelM to PKK rebels. 
Tbe Thridsh milit^ has ear^ 
rM out sevmal aft and land 
raids against PKK camps in 
the r^ion that Ankara says 
are ued for cross-border 
raids. In early March, Thr- 
irish troop movements were 
spotted in the border regioo 
northern Iraq. 


Qatar to base equipment — ^,Perry 

| | (Conthmed frun page 12) 

in tilie 1991 Gulf war cease- 


fipy 

Tlie communique made no 


monition of recent urgings by 
(jafrirand Oman to ease the 
saiMticais on Iraq to aOeviate 
tile iitffering of its 18 million 
p^»lc. 

- T]iie ministers instead 
blani^ the Iraqi regime for 
thejiardships beiiig endured 
by Fraqis, pointing to Ba^- 
dadit refusal to acrept a UX 
offei for a one-time sale of 
Ir^ ofl wortii S1.6 billion to 
provide badly needed 


food and medicine. 

The cominnnique eaqiress- 
ed “deep regret*^ over Iran’s 
feihire to accept the UAE’s 
caU for the peaceEal setde- 
nieot of the di^mte over 
three islaiyts in tiie Golf and 
its readftiess to take die issue 
to the World Court. 


help 


The miiiisteis are oqiected 
in Cairo for a meetmg of the 
22-member Arab League 
Council and a separate ses- 
sion witii tiirir leading Arab 
allies, Egypt and Syria. 


Israel seen to reimpose siege 

i • (Qmliniied from page 1) 


frocol its South Lebanon 
occi^iation zone, but Lebu- 
nc^irefnsed. 

Ftsheimen in T^ deman- 
ded!' energetic action by 
Beirat to mid the blodcade. 

“Tlhe blockade is now 
tongber than before as now 
we don’t even venture more 
titeri htalf a kilometre into tbe 


ira, a 
witii 


sea,” said J 
42-yea^ld fisi 
five children. 

**We are frightened now 
and wish tiie Lebanese gov- 
emment would make con- 
tacts with western countries 
becanse our sitnation has 
worsened ... it must move on 
all leveb,” be said. 


AliMah^ 
ready to, 
meet 
Aideed 


MOGADISHU (AF 
Nortt Manttsbu wmte 
ItorH MAammad a^ 
to talk to his rival 


oftiKogritM 


mad Fanh Aideed ID 
stability in Somalia, bi 
if it imniiifs to be **a 1 
diacDSiion.” 

An Aideed sppoiMh 
joint n^otiation con 
said a wedt ago tint t 
{actioo leaden wonk 
hfonday at 
recqieiied onder 
sorriup after the 
U.N. troops on 
Mr. AHMa^toldl 
conference on Sat 
however, tint be wi 
ware of any date ss! 


‘T am ready to 
General Aideed it a 
meat, but tins mnsf 
fruftfhl dtsranrioiii” \ 
“We have rigMd 
agreements togetbe 
none of them dm be 
ptemented,” Mr. AH 
noted. 

Meanwhile, deto 
ethnic ScMnaUs from c 
met Gen. Aideed a p 
new initiative to bnhi 
in chaotic 
Pro-Aideed iBdio I 
on Snn^ that the 
delegation, led by 
Mohammad Hstean i 
delivered a lettei 
Ethiopia’s PresUfeat 
ZenawiioGen. Aidet 
it called on hhn for 
The delegation wn 
meetMr.AhMahdic 
day. ' 

It has already mete 
fsetions in die noetl 
port of Boiimmo a 
breakawty northto 
gkm knom as So£ 
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- Gore, Mubarak launch 

V economic partnership 
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^AIRO (AFP) — U.S. Vice 
'resident Al Gore and 
^Sypt's President Hosni 
lubarak Monday launched 
n economic partnership 
imed at boosting private sec- 
>r ties between the two 
suntries. 

President Mubarak and 
Ir. Gore said in a statement 
iter a meeting that they 
lared “a desire to enhance 
le already deep and dose 
lateral relationship which 
cists between their two 
luntriss.” 

They recognised the “im- 
)itance of stronger Egyp- 
ui economic growth,” as 
ey outlined an eight-point 
an for the partnership. 
Mr. Muba^ hailed the 
irtnersbip as a ”new ch^ 
r in the history of U.S.- 
typt relations,” while Mr. 
3re said it was the “be^'n- 
ig of a new productive 
ase” in their ties. 

U.S. President Bfll Clin- 
n*s administration was 
mmitted to maintainii^ the 
rrent level of U.S. aid to 
ypt “through the fiscal 
3T 1996 which is under dis- 
•»ion now,” stud Mi. Gore. 
Egypt is second only to 
;ael as a redpient of U.S. 
•eign aid. at a level $2.1 
llion a year. 

;'We don't ejcpect the aid 
;l stay forever,” said 
Mbarak. “We know that 
; y well. It will come some 
: e that it will be reduced, 
;we have no problem for 
• t, we understand it very 
1 .” 

lie semi-official Cairo 


newspaper AI Ahram ex- 
plained that “the new part- 
netship and an increase of 
U.S. investment in Egypt will 
allow aid to be replaced.” 

The first meeting of a high- 
level joint committee for eco- 
nomic cooperation to steer 
the partnerstup and made up 
of cabinet-level offidak from 
both countries was to be held 
Monday. 

Three sub-committees 
were also to begin work at 
once. 

Mr. Gore, who arrived 
Sunday in Egypt on the first 
leg of a hfiddle East tour, 
would co-chair the main com- 
mittee with Prime Mintster 
At^ Sedld. 

The partnership would aim 
to “spur eauitable economic 
growth ana job creation in 
Egypt espedally in the pri- 
vate sector.” uie statement 
said. 

And it would “develop a 
broadly-based economic rela- 
tionship increasingly focused 
on trade, investment and 
mutual commerdal benefit as 
well as on assistance flows.” 

It would also look at ways 
of shaping U.S. aid, and in- 
crease sdeoce and technolo- 
gy cooperation in the private 
sector as well as im- 
plementing a bilateral agree- 
ment in the fields, the state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Gore said the part- 
nership aimed to “encourage 
gTMter partidpation in the 
private sector both in Egypt 
and the United States In 
inomoting investment that is 


benefid^ to the people jof 
both countries.” | 

The partnership will also 
allow Egypt to increase its 
volume of exports to the Un- 
ited States by five tim^. 
according to Privatisatibn 
Minister Atef Ebeid. 

A presidential ooimcil {to 
advise policymakers will 
named hi April wheo 
Mubarak visits the Uni 
States. 

Mr. Gore and Mr. Mub^- 
ak also signed two accords Ion 
science and 
encouraging private 
ment in southern 
well as an agreement dubti 
GLOBE on cooperation {on 
the environment. 

In parallel, newspa. 
announced the signing of Ian 
accord with the U.S. AgMcy 
for International Develop- 
ment (USAID) for a 
million grant over five 
to finance new telephi 
Hnes. 

U.S. investments in E: 
reached $922 million in 
of which 80 per cent wer^ in 
the oil sector. 


In 1994, U.S. exports 
Egypt readied S2.8 
wl 


le Egyptian exports to 
United States were S593 i 


to 


btlli|on, 
the 
[nil- 


lion, half of them oil pro- 
ducts. 

Mr. Gore is due to visit the 
tourist resort of Luxor in 
southern Egypt Tuesday be- 
fore leaving for Jordan, 
Oman, &udi Arabia, Is rael 
and ^ self-rule enclave of 
Jericho, where he vrill nieet 
PLO leader Yasser Araiat. 


■reek farmers, 
hopkeepers protest 
t new tax law 


1‘ng’C 

Id.'” 


irhe 


I HENS (R) — Thousands 
' I jreek farmers blocked a 
; u national hi^way Moo- 
* and merdiaiits shm their 
|l 3S in three cities to protest 

|l f/ig ; nst a new law wtiidi will 
i their taxes by up to six 
s. 

bousands of farmers 
*e tiidr tractors onto tbe 
1 iTOrth-south highway 
ng Athens and the nortb- 
x»T of Salonika as well as- 
y smaller roads. The pro- 
cut almost all car traffic 
aen tbe north and south, 
» said. 


Ve will stay here until the 
-mment withdraws the 
ir law. Low produce 
s have cut our income 
'antially and on top of 
we are called to pay 
ST taxes,” said Costas 
giadis, a tobacco former 
i nortbem drey of Laris- 

of) owners in three dties 
pied public offices, 
5 and the post office 
jiding the law’s immedi- 
ithdrawal. A nationwide 
st k planned for Nfoxcb 

e new law, passed by the 
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Socialist government in April 
but in enect from this y^, 
will make non-salaried 
Greeks pay a fixed Tninimnm 
tax regress of their de- 
clared income. 

Finance ministry officials 
have said some 60 per cent of 
shops, small bosinesses, doc- 
tors and lawyen dodge their 
taxesi undenninefing efforts 
to rein m =a' massive jjfg^ 
debt eqnal to 114 per cent of 
tbe gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

Economists estimate tbe 
untaxed black economy is. 
equal to 30 to 4S per cent of 
annual GDP. wfaiA is about 
$100 billion. 

“Parts of tbe population 
have routinely do^d taxes 
for years.” said Finance 
Minister Alexandros Papado- 
poulos. “Now they will have 
to pay if the economy is to 
survive.” 

But the General Confod- 
eration of Greek Merchants 
(GSEVE) — an umbrella un- 
ion representing thousands of 
shopowners and small busi- 
ness — said the law would in 
most cases hike taxes by w 
times and deal the final blow 
to the weak retail market. 


RIYADH (AP) — The Ghilf 
Cooperation Conndl (GCXiO 
states Monday ra(^>^ the 
European Union (£U) for 
impoCTg new trade rcsiric- 
tions and announced 
rations for a top-level'nij^t- 
ing to take stock of relations 


Arafat, World Bank appeal to donors for cash 


GAZA OTY, Gaza Stril 
(AFP) — PLO chairmi 
Yasser Arafot and the Worl 
Bank urgently appealed 
Monday fbr donor countries 
to pay out monies they hail 
promised the Palestinian self - 
rule authority. 

‘*Dodois have to move ' 
ter than in ibepast," Wori< 
Bank Vice-President 
Kochweiser warned aftei 
talks with Mr. Arafot. 

Ihe self-rule authority ht 
complained bitterly that ii 
1994. the first year cf auton- 
omy, only $240 million wa 
paid out ^ $720 millioo 
pledged by ^nors. 

And a special fund to cover 
the salaries of 22,000 Palesti- 
nian dvfl servants now stands 
empty. j 


“We all have to put before 
the donors the urgent need to 
translate pledges into actual 
cash payments,” Mr. Koch- 
weiser told reporters. 

He noted that “quite a 
number of donors'* had foiled 
to meet commitments to the 
fund set up Ity Norway. 

“These resources are re- 
red now so that the Holst 
can do its job,” be said. 
“All doDOTS have to learn 
their lessons from the first 
year and then take action to 
help tbe Palestinian people.” 
A new international 
dc^rs meeting is to take 
piae#. in Waslmigton in the 
coming months. 

hfr. Arafat thanked donors 
who have kept aid promises 


for the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank aS well as the World 
Bank for channelling the 
money to I the authority. 

But be ' added: “We are 
waiting for the otiiers to fulfil 
their promises... so that we 
can get oniwith our program- 
mes.” 

bfr. Kodiweiser, ulio first 
visited Gaza last S^)tembeT, 
said the jWorid Bank vras 
involved ip emergeoqr asrist- 
ance projects for infrastroo- 
ture, sewage, water, road re- 
sorfodi^ h^tb and educa- 
tion. 

“fovestmient projects wQl 
the li^l difii^nce for 
people,” be noted. 

By the end of March con- 
tracts for 70 more schemes 
worth $58 million will have 


awarded, he added. 

The bank also called on 
donors to cofinaoce a second 
ba sic health and education 
scheme to start by June. 

He said the bank and tiie 
authority were also working 
together to attract private in- 
vestment. 

“We cannot dose our eyes 
of course to the foct that 
much more needs to be 
achieved,” Mr. Kochweiser 
said. 

Meanwhile, the governor 
of the Palestinian monet^ 
authority said the regime in- 
tends to establish a central 
bank soon. 

“It's. our national Palesti- 
nian duty,” Fuad Bseisso told 
Palestinian radio. “We want 


to build up national reserves, 
this also IS the duty of the 
monetary authority.” 

Mr. Arafot has set up a 
preparatory committee to 
establish a Psdestinian Hous- 
ing Bank to make cheap 
loans avafiable, he added, 
Mr. Bseisso added that the 
Palestinians were stuefying 
the widespread use of fiie 
Jordanian dinar in foe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The currency is readily 
used in business, fbr major 
purchases and savings al(^ 
side tbe Israeli shdfol. 

Israel has baulked at the 
idea of a Palestinian currency 
saring it would be a symbol 
of sovereignty for areas 
niiidi are only antonomous 
not independent. 


Fed’s economic ^soft landing’ gains credibility 

R)— U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) 
monetary authorities set 
tiiemselves a lofty gi>al in 
trying to bring the soaring 
economy in for a “soft land- 
ing,” only its fifth in 50 years. 

Analysts say that only four 
times in the post- World War 
n, era have policymakers 
succeeded in steering tbe eco- 
nomy on to sodi a course, 
defined as a slowdown lasting 
four or more quarters with- 
out a rebound or a downturn. 

This time it thiM- 

tling back national economic 
growth to about 2 J per cent a 
y^ from 4.0 per cent in 1994 
without a staO or a flaraup of ' 
inflation. 

There is a gromng^belief 
tbe Federal Reserve ^ed) is 
lined up for another soft 


landing amid increasing signs 
that stmer interest rates over 
the past year are ratdieting 
down growth. 

“Tbm is a 60 per cent 
probabOity of a soft tiding if 
Fed Chairman Greenspan 
doesn't raise interest rates 
again,” says economist Sung 
Won Sohn of Norwest Cotp. 
In Mhineapolis. 

At this stage, the Fed is 
widely expect^ to leave 
rates undianged at its next 
policy-setting session on 
'28 and to continue 
y monitoring the eco-' 
ly’s pulse. 

Mr. Soh has charted four 
oft landings — in 1966, 1979, 
.984 and 1988 — and noted 
were followed by a reac- 
ler^on ofgrowA and two 


by recessions. 

Last week, the Conimeree* 
Department said . houai^ 
starts slumped for a second 
straight month during Febru- 
ary and retail sales vraakened 
last month. 

Next Friday, it * expected 
to report the first dpe^ in 
orden for expensive durable 
goods in four months during 
February because of foding 
sales of new cars and ftirm- 
tuie as consumers retrench. 

■ Even some normally haw- 
kish policymakers sound 
cautiously c^timistic growth 
can be brought to a lower 
glide path w&ont stalling. 

“We have a reason^ly 
good shot at a soft landing,” 
said Alfred Broaddus, presi- 
dent of the regional Fed 


GCC raps EU, calls 
for top-le vel parley 
on global economy 


s” entering the EU mar- 
cel. 

The EU is the GCC’s 
maina trading partner, with 
volume at around 

t^OD a year. 

Tbe region's two other 
leading.- trading (»rtneis are 


nartners. ' 


partners 
The foreign ministers of 
the six member states sai d in 
a communiqne issued aftp: a 
two-day meeting on coa^rdi- 
nating policies teat the Itjitest 
round of restrictions, to ’ take 
effect this year, will t ann 
GCC exports to the El J. 

The GCC, formed 13 y ears 
agg, is made up of Saudi 
/&abia, the United / irab 
Emirates, Kuwait, On lan, 
Qatar and Bahrain. 

The miiusteis stressed that 
the EU restrictions are ' "not 
in harmony with the com nit- 
ments of the European side 
to tile economic pact” rii tied 
with the GCC. 

Th^ called on the EU "to 
look into the necessary t tade 
measures chat ensure con- 
tinned benefits to ex- 


>j.i 




5T0P1 PLEASE 

stop:: stop:: 

of 


The ministers said they 
were brie^ on a joint trade 
meeting with tbe Ameiteans 
in the United States earlier 
this month, but made no 
comment. 

They said that a joint meet- 
ing in Tokyo promised in- 
creased Japanese investments 
in the GCC countries. 

Tbe planned ^bal eco- 
nomy meeting — for whidi 
no cute has yet been set — 
follows consternation in tiie 
CKX over increasing Grade 
protectionist restrictions by 
the European Union. 

This is having an impact cm 
GCC oil piXHluct and pet- 
rochemical exports, mainstay 
of the GCC states' econo- 
mies. 


Malaysian economy 
grows at 8.7% in ’94 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— i The Malaysian economy 
grew 8.7 per cent last year, 
compved to 8.3 per cent in 
19^3, Finance Minister 
Anwar Ibrahiam has said. 

growth, which surpas- 
sed I expectations, “was an 
achuevement wht^ should be 
manjitained or enhanced in 
fiifrnie years,” Mr. Anwar 
was quoted saying 'by the 
govenuneurs Bemmna news 
ageoir. 

central Bank Negiua is 


to release at the end of March 
its annual report on the eco- 
nomy and gross-domestic- 
product (GDP) growth for 
last year. 

But Mr. Anwar said that 
the GDP growth for 1994 bad 
already exceeded the central 
bank’s projection or 8.4 peer 
cent. 

The linanop- nwnigfftr said 
the latest growth figures were 
ermfirmedby tbe 1994.Bank 
Negm report, which be had 
studied. 
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RAT5! YOU CAN TALK 
TO TME MOON. BUT 
THE SUN WON'T LISTEN.. 
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“I wisjh my parents had named me 
‘Bubba.* Nobody really expects guys 
nbmed Bubba to be thin.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ by Hariri Arnold and HIlwAigirkHi 


Unscramble lhese> four Jumbles, 
one tetter to eacn'.:iqi/ve. to (onn 
tour ordinal wordi;. 



■■ 

■iia 

■1 


m9eihw»MiS9mca.kc. 


COTTE i 


mmm 

■ 

■ 


RIMBLE 



U 



SPOMIE 

Tm 


3 


W-WTTHE 

FW4CAKECOOK I 
PBUKBC7 MOST I 

Now anange the circled letters to 
foiTTi the surprrse art$wer, as sug- 
gested ey the above cartoon. 




SULCH ABOVE 


(Answers lomorrew) 
UPWARD JACKAL 


Saturda/8 I ^ 

I Answer What the boss gave the sleepy hotel clerk— 
Al WAKEUP CALL 


Bank in Rjehmond, Viiginia, 
told a business group last 
week, “although you may 
feel the runway a bit when we 
hit.” 

That is because the lagged 
impaa df seven interest-rate 
rises in the past yw still is 
kiting in by boosting credit 
costs and because le^ly 
mandated cuts in government 
spending aimed at lowering 
the deficit are yet to be felt. 

Mmoco's economic crisis 
also is ejected to depress 
growth subtly through the 
first three quarters of this 
year by drying up its potnetial 
as a niarket for U.S. exports. 

“In a macro-ecoDomte 
sense, the brakes are on,” 
Fed Governor Lawrence 
Lindsey told Reuters in an 


interview on Friday. "The 
most likely story is moderate 
growth tfotiugh '96... in the 
low two's.” 

No one is declaring success 

— “we’re ri^t on tbe cusp of 
this moment,” says Qiris 
Varvaies, an economist at St. 
Louis, Missouri-based fore- 
casting firm Laurence H. 
Me^r and Associated Ltd. 

— but they are giving the Fed 
and Chairman Greenspan 
hig^ marks ft>r efforts so fm*. 

“If I was being stingy, Fd 
give him a A-minus,” Mr. 
Varvaress commented, a tri- 
bute to poli<tym^ers' fore- 
sight in antidpatrag actions 
needed to get the high-flying 
economy <fown to a safer and 
more sustainable pace for the 
future. 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MARCO 21, 1995 
By Thomas S. Piorson, Astrologer. Carroll Kghter PoundaHoni 


(Mardi 21 to AprQ 19) Analyse tbe fritiire wdl so that you 
It mest lafciits to work today. Be sore to arrive on Hme for an 


ARlESi 
can pot 

important appo in tment witb an asKdate. 

TA'DROS'CAfnirZO 20) Co ii ic fei itf a te on tbe frunre and th» 

make ooDcrele plans to improve h. Take rnodon treatments now to 
i u pto ve your health for the weeks ahead. 

GEMINb (May 21 to June 21) Tty a new approedi with frieods and 
reach a belter nndeistanding with them today. Know what is 
expec ted of yon by an assogatr on a new endeavour. 

MOON CaODREMr (June 22 to July 21) Yon’D have to be taofril 
and dear tWnldng to patch up an oM problem today. Take no risks 
with moDty at mis tone or bat disaster. 

lEO: (July 22 to August 21) You can get ahmg better vrith amodates 
a new attitude. Tkke no chanm with one who has 
you in tbe past and wants to involve you in a fruuie project. 
VIRGO; (Angnst 22 to September 22) Study your duties well and 
figure out • way to handle them more efficieotly tod^. Don’t do 
mqrtfaiDg that could anger yooc mate at this time. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Use a different qjproacfa in a 
civfl matter and get good results. Avoid one who is detrimental to 
your best fane r ests in tbe long run. 

8CCW10: (October 23 to November 21) Make tasks tbe ktynote m 
your activity today and accompUrii a greatdeaL This is not a good 
day to engage in new interests or to settle proUems as tbty occur. 
SACVITAR1U5; (November 22 to December 21) Be extra patient in 
the Csce of any pressures today and yon wiD win out. Strive fbr 
greater prestige m any civic matters you're invirived in. 

CAraiCCNlN: (December 22 ro January 20) Be tactfril with frunfly 
meuiben and harmony at bow. Take no wife a 

wefl -known troublemaker or you’ll have probiems. 

AQUARnS: (January 21 to February 19) Use good jwfoemeiit in 
tbe handling of ptobjems with regular routines today, &me to a 
belter niMtetstaiiduig witii your mate. 

nSOES: (Febnuty 20 to March 20) Your monetary prowesf is 
better now nian it has been fbr some time. Obtain data you need for 
tbe light source for any. endeavour and push forward. 

Biitbstone of Mardi: Aquamarine — Jaq>er 


THE Daily Crossword by MMIhaiif Higgins 


ACROSS 
1 Slarfoflomis 
5 Slow. «asy 
stride 

9 Primer’a irsy 

13 Press 

14 Brilardihot 

15 Norse god 

>6 AocompUehnwit 
17 Al the higliest 

pairs 

IS AlUance 

Dcrofiyiii 

19 BaimNchelas 

22 Gen. Roben — 

23 Less conmen 

24 Nobelet 
29 0WMBh 

iweripdans 
30Bmd 
31 West ol the 
einenu 

34 Court eidei 

35 Purpose 

36 Son out 

37 Rep.'s 
counterpart 

33 Wesienu.— 
noT 

40 Esesrgets 

43 Dreiser novel 

44 Embrace 

46 VAns. pie(. 

47 Typical 
American, old 
style 

53 Tradnion 

54 Be Ifflportam 

55 Fa6le 

56 Green Gables 
girl 

57 Imer and 
vacuum 

56 Small drinks 

59 Noggin 

60 CoMsiiHaner 

61 Gaelfc 

DOWN 

1 Offend 

2 Specialty 

3 ftisy 

4 The Cal —-(Or. 
Seuss) 

5 Surgical krefe 
5 CerriM: ptel. 

7 QesAule 



« 'tM TMm MM« w. 

WnpwitMwea 


5 Roman and 
Bnb$h 

9 In oppoehion 10 

IQ There's noffiho 
nhe- “ 

11 Hindu 
msirumen) 

12 Son ol Seih 

14 Kitchen gadgets 

20Typootseh. 

21 W^owpatl 

24 Does Ihe lawn 

25 Favylale 
meneler 

26 Far irom plunp 

27 Upper cnsi 

sa Aries 

31 Famed naiurafist 

32 ■— Wont lor 
Chfisiinas...- 

33 Otherwise 

35 Thesaurus 
entry; abbr. 

36 ITS trsnsfermed 
lonrllamlnA 

38Dese« 


Anziesolvgd: 



39 Appearances 

40 Odors 

41 Zob newel 

42 Glassy fabric 

43 Andy or Mickey 
4AHS 
45 — 


47 Prattle 

48 Dl^ettySght 

49 Soinrilan liver 
so Minute degree 
5t Hemedvipers 
S3 WaSSbM 

letlers 
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^ CBJcIears 
1; way for 
^settingup 
I new bank 
: for exports 


.,‘:r '. ** THE CENTRAL Bank 

‘><V; K-.' ^ Jordan (CBJ) agr^ to 

license a new specialised 
;^r ;•' to be called “Export 

i S'r' ■■ and Hnance Bank.’* The new 
f.-.r-J.''" ‘L bank, whidi will focus cm 
V . ' v; encouraging and finandng 
«qM>rts, wm have a JD 20 
K- 'j million capital wiA half of 

f'. . '■ ■• X-i the equity covered by the 

•• • ■ ^|||](}^^ Q 3 J approval 

' <T;;' was conditional upon the 
/ founders pledging to keep 
. teir investments for no less 
_ - than diree years and upon the 

Cubs S*'«' sector and public in- 

stitntions holding another 
tcf\jn, portion, that should not be 
^O20n flL' less than 20 per cent, of the 


dozen Sin;;' 


* ■ j 

4 ' i •■ -— 

A . : ■ . 


laws on !'3-- 
cigarette* 


capital. 

The founding committee 
indudes: Dr. Zyrad Moham- 
mad Faiiz, Mo hammad Saleh 
A1 Hourani, All Khaldoun A1 
Hoosari and Elia Costandi 
Nnqul. Other key founders 
are: Dar Al Hikma for In- 
vestment, the Jordan Loan 
Guarantee Company, the 
Middle East Insurance, 
Jordan-Fiendi Insurance, the 
Jordan Wood Industries 
(JWICO), Suhail Moasber 
Company, Jordan Insurance, 
the United fodostries Com- 
pany and other economic 
bodies. 

According to studies done 
on the export sector, only 50 
trig exporters are benefittmg 
the spedal export fadli- 
ties provided by the Central 
Bank and- the commerdal 
h ania whereas there are over 
600 Jordanian exporters in 
the Kingdom. A fordier in- 
dication to the need for ,an 
export hanic was died in the 
figures of the Industrial De- 
velopment Bank (IDB) 
which showed that the IDB 
had oidy extended JD 26 
miilion in credits for exports 
in 1992. The figure was trans- 
lated to be “in no way** cor- 
responding to the ovmall re- 
quired level (Al Aswaq). 

irtr A NUMBER of former 
mem^rs of Paiiiament sub- 
mitted a memorandum to the 
speato of the House re- 
cpesting him to obtain a pen- 
sion increase for them at^ar 
to that given to retired ch^ 
and military persomiel. Ttey 
said they did not ^ve a 
chance to get a “minister 
pension” and were not able 
to return to their seats in 
Parliament and, as such, 
would like to b^fit from 
His Major’s gesture of a 
pension raise (Al Dustoor). 

*☆ THE TELECOM- 
MUNICATIONS Corpora- 
tion decided to lower charges 
on international telephone 
calls made on offidal public 
holidays. The lower charges, 
which will cover the whole 
day, will be the same as those 
charged during night hours. 
Efre^e April 1, the public 
holidays comprise: Labour 
Day (May 1), Independence 
Day (May 2^, Army Day 
(June 10), the King’s Acces- 
sion to the Throne (Aog. 11) 
and the King’s birthday 
(Nov. 14) (Al E^’i). 

** A ROYAL Decree 
approved an amendment to 
the insurance law under 
which foreign companies 
wishing to (iterate in Jordan 
must proride a deposit to 
guarantee its horworing of 
obligations before starting 
busmess. The deposit for the 
foreign company must be at 
least double the deposit of a 
local company (Al Aswaq). 


irti THE BOARD of direc- 
tors of the Arab Bank PLC is 
recommendfog to the general 
assembly the distribution of 
JD 15.4 million in diridends 
or 35 per cent at a rate of JD 

3.5 per share. The Arab 
Bank Group recorded a JD 
141.2 milK on net prt^t last 
year whereas the net profit of 
the Arab Bank PLC 
amounted to JD 70.S million, 

18.5 per cent above the 1993 
net profit. 

The Arab Bank Group had 
total assets of JD X,470 mil- 
lion uiieFeas the assets of 
Arab Bank PLC stood at JD 
11,232 milfion at the end of 
year (AI.Dustour). 


UAE banks make record profits in 1994 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
banks made record profits in 
1993 due to a sui^ in credits 
to trade and other sectors and 
an increase in interest rates, 
the central bank has said. 

Net profits by the Gulf 
state's 47 commercial banks 
soared by 17.8 per cent to 
around 2.31 billion dirhams 
($^ million) from 1.96 bil- 
lion dirhams (S534 million), 
tile bank said in a statement. 

Central bank officials said 
the increase was due to a 
large rise in credits and high- 
er mterest rates on the U.S. 
dollar. 

“Another reason is that the 
banks have consolidated their 


financial position under cen- 
tral bank instructions to 
boost capital and bring them 
in line with international ade- 
quacy standards,” one offi- 
cial said. 

The instructions stipulated 
the 19 national banks and 28 
foreign onits most increase 
their capital to reach a mini- 
mum adequacy of 10 per 
cent, hi^r than the ei^t 
per cent floor set by the Bank 
tor International Settlement 
(BK). 

The guidelines for banks 
worldwide, outlined by the 
BIS's Basle Committee, were 
designed to ensure all banks 
have enough funds to 
with any criste. 
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i Offer 

lAbanqe Ura* 

7.2070 

0.001715 

LII40 

0.04IH 

Swril tlijil 

0.II2I 

0.1234 

Ibmai Nut 

r.3100 

2.3000 

QtliRf BtF^ 

0. 7175 

0. 7 JlF 

RUrHh 

0.1400 

0.27^0 

OaMMl fUjwl 

1.7040 

1.2470 

UAB OMaa 

0.7100 

0.7170. 

Cnck Dnchaa* 

0.1705 

0.5250 


7. 4445 

1.55 A 


LONDON (R) — Folknring are tiie buying and selling 
rates for leading worid curreodes and gold against the 
dollar at midsesaoa 00 tbe London Foreign Exdiai^ and 
bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.4100/10 

Canadian doDar 


1.40CXV10 

Deutschemarks 


15702/12 

Dutch ganders 


1.1626/36 

Swiss francs 


28.90/94 

Belgian francs 


4.986S/1S 

Fre^ francs 


1743.6«.6 

Italian lire 


89.49/58 

Japanese yen 


7.2950/50 

Swedish crowns 


6.2710/60 

NorwegiaD crowns 


5.6291/41 

Dan^ crowns 

One stetlioa 

$1579(MX} 


One ounce of gold $382J5/382.9S 
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Mr. SaUm St^ad, lrdbad*s fioooraij Coasal in Jordan, 

whb bi^ Ladies of Awmaa committee meaabas. From Mt, 

BdenKawar, leibjbindbu, Edel Bar^boati and kUrkia 
Tbsb, during tbe SL Patridc^s Day cddmidoa. 

Irish celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 

AMMAN — On £&e occa^on of Ireland's jjatkmaJ day, St. 
Patrick’s, the recently fonned Irish Ladies of Amman 
ceiebrat^ by oiganxsntg a dinner ball at the Amman 
Marriott Kotd Fritby evening. Tbe Irish musical group Joe 
McCarthy’s was especially Sown to Jordan to peribnn on 
fAic oceasron. Atteadiog the hiaoion were members of die 
Irish coamunity in Jord^ and their &iends. 


At. least six UAE banks 
have boosted their cajMtal to 
upgrade adequacy, the ratio 
between shareboldeis equity 
and assets. Other banks are 
planning to follow suit as the 
instructions also set a ceiling 
on lending. 

The increases boosted the 
combined shareholders equi- 
ty, which includes the c^tal 
and pToriaoos, to 18.3 billion 
dSriiams ($4.98 billion) at the 
end of 19^ from 15.9 billion 
dirhams (S4.33 bSlion) at 
end of 1^, aocmdii^ to the 
central bank statement. 

Credits rose to 72.5 billion 
dirhams (S19.7 billion) from 
63.4 biflion dirhams ($17.27 
billion) and deposits to IOS.9 
billion dirhams ($28.8 billion) 
from 100.5 bimon (firhams 
($27.38 billion). This boosted 


overall assets to 145.5 billion 
dirhams ($39.6 biOion) from 
around 138.2 billion cfobams 
($37.6 billion). 

Bankers said trade and 
construction benefitted most 
from the credits extended 
during 1994 as they have re- 
mained tbe fostest growing 
sectors. Ibey noted mat the 
two sectors ^counted for 
nearly 45 per cent of the total 
loans. 

‘’Most banks have made 
record earnio^ over tbe past 
three years dtte to an npsivge 
in cremts, their m»»n activity. 
They are expM^ to perform 
even bettm* tins year as in- 
dications point to continued 
upturn in tise trade and build- 
ing sectors in tbe r^on,” a 
UAE bank manager told 
AFP. 


“Another reason is tiiat the 
interest rates on tbe U.S. 
doUais increased sharply last 
year. This benefitted many 
banks as a laoge part of their 
assets are bas^ abroad, 
mainlv in bank deposits,” he 
addea. 

Ibe statement said the cen- 
tral bank board ^proved ap- 
plications by some interna- 
tional banks and finandal in- 
stitutions to open representa- 
tive offices in the UAE. It did 
Dot name them but bankers 
said most of them were West- 
ern. 

Ibe bank has a policy of 
haltii^ licences for full tnan- 
ches new fi»eign b anks on 
the ground that the UAE is 
alre^ an oveibanked coun- 
try given its small population 
of two million. 
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ooKPAirr's RAia 


ARAB SARK FXe 
JORDAR RMZMUL BARK 
JOROAR RATIOSAL BANK / RZU 
taODLE BAST XRVXSTKEVr BARK. 

THB BOOSXRO BARK 

JORDAR CULP BARK 

JORDAR ISLAKIC BARK 

JORDAR XRVSSTKBR A rXRAMa BARK 

BBIT SlilAL SAVXMOAZRWDan FOR BOOSIUa 

AfRfAR BANK FOR ZHVSSTMBRT 

PBXLAOKLPBZA IRVESTKIMT BARK. 


RO. OP 
SSARBS 
BADD 

300 

S900 

3210 

3150 

450 

11836 

514D 

4895 

2200 

111675 

4250 


TALOB PRIV. CL0SXM6 
TRADB CLOSIMO PRICK 
JD PRICK 


186.000 

4.370 

4.250 
1.390 
6.020 

1.250 
3.750 
3.630 
3.000 

i.oao 

1.260 


187.500 

4.320 

4.230 
1.360 
6.040 
1.200 
3.750 
3.640 
2.970 
1.070 

1.230 


BARKS 


S K c T o a 


JORDAR PBKBCa USDRABCS 


XRSURAHCK SKCTOR 


JORQARIAR KLaCTRXC POWKR 

JORDARXAR KLSCTRIC FCMKR /RKV 

ARAB. IRTBRHATZOIIAL BOtKLS 

ARAB IRTKRM^ORAL aDtKLS /SBR 

JORDAR RATZMAL SBXPPISS LUCKS 

RATZORAL PaRXFOLZO SBOnUTIBS 

RBAL BSTAXB ZRVKSTKBRT 

ARAB ZRTKR. FOB ZRVBSXMBrT R KDOCATIor 


2BS247 INOBX ROMBBRl 157.91 
CHAM6B t -0.37X 

32529 0.4B0 2.470 

32529 XRDKX RDMBKRs 136.27 
CSMRK t -0.05S 


BKRVZCBS 


SECTOR 


XROKZ Rlft B BR i 126.73 


TBK JORDAR CK HKWT PACTOSUia 

TBK ARAB POTASH/KKN 

JOROAH PKSSOSJmi RKFtXARX 

THB IROaSTRlAL CQMCBacZAL fi AORZCOLTORAL 

TBK JORDAR RDRSTXD lOLLS 

ARAB PHARMAOKaTZCAL MA RUf ACTU RIBG 

TBK JORDAR PIPBE KAROPACTtSmCO 

SPZRRZRG 6 MBAVZaS 

XAFZA IRWS T R IKS 

DAR AL DANA OEVXLOFIfKRT R IRVUTtSCKRT 

ARAB XRVKSTMBRT 6 XRSaiBATZaHAL TRADB 

ARAB ALOCERZIDI UDOBTST 

LZVBSTOCK « PaOLUCZ 

ARAB PAPER CORVKMTIRC A TRADIRB 

I WIBIUIID IATR PETRO-CBZiacaU. ZRDOSTRZSS 

JORDAR R O C K R Oe g . IRDPaT R I ES 

JORDAR IMDUSIRZXS S HATCH/ JZMCO 

JORDAN: SOLFBO-COBHZCALS -.■■■• "> ‘ 

ARAB CK R TB R FOR FHARH. R CHSHZaLS 

DRIVBISAL WOKRI ZRDOSTRZXS 

JORDAR XHDOSmAL BBBOUROS 00. 

IROOSTRXAL SKCTOR 


ORARO TOTAL 


RO. OP TRASn SHARKS XR PARALLSL KARXEt 
VALOB 3BADKD XR PARALLEL* HRRXRT 




CSAHCB 

t -0.' 

14071 

42087 

2.990 

3.000 

1750 

7942 

4.700 

4.500 

381 ‘ 

3507 

9.250 

9.200 

200 

700 

3.500 

3.500 

9432 

69790 

7.400 

7.400 

14B00 

59700 

4.100 

4.030 

3950 

10517 

2.700 

2.640 

1100 

2750 

2.540 

2.500 

21700 

50381 

2.700 

2.720 

3600 

27489 

7.6BO 

7.570 

7600 

6369 

.860 

.640 

2000 

1259S 

6.350 

6.2B0 

46800 

29356 

.640 

.620 

4200 

584B 

1.400 

1.390 

200 

400 

2.000 

2.000 

»*g. , 

3102 

1.080 

1.030 


4950 

..660. 

.650 

W-B50 . 

868 

1.400 

1.330 

XOlOO 

2U16 

2.200 

2.090 

4100 

25149 

3.730 

3.S40' 

10350 

20316 

1.990 

1.940 


413621 ZRDSZ HOlfBBRt 11B.21 
eSARQB t -0.61B 

B31423 XRDBZ RDHaSR: 139.3d 
I -o.47r 


101441 

110659 


Hie Statement said the 
board also discussed the 
bank’s 1994 financial results 
from its overseas investment, 
based mainly in tbe West in 
government bonds and treas- 
uiy tails* It did not mention 
tte profits, which jumped to 
around 895 million dvrhams 
($243.8 miffion) in 1993 from 
nearly 607 mwon diriiams 
($165.3 miUioQ) in 1992. 

Kuwait 
strikers say 
oil quality 
deteriorates 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti oQ 
woricers strikmg for a third 
day Monday said crude quali- 
ty was starting to deteriorate 
although pTodnetion volumes 
remafoed nonnal. 

State-owned Kuwait Oil 
Oompuy (KOQ denied tiie 
all^ation, sa^ng oil quality 
was good (tepite a walkout 
that started Saturday rimed 
at halting the Gulf state’s 
three per cent share of global 
onqint. 

North Sea Brent cnide oil 
prices rose 10 to 15 cents per 
barrel to a bid level of $lo.73 
in Asia on news that taO^ to 
try to settle tiie strike on 
Snnday had foiled, oil traders 
said. 

hfttiuunmad Al Sidouki, 
deputy ebatrinan of the KOC 
labour union, told Reuters 
cru^ salt levels were abnor- 
mal becanse workers needed 
to operate andal equipment 
had walked out. 

“Ibe strike is starting to 
take effect. There is a 
worsening <rf the oil because 
of i»oblems in tbe desalter 
units,” he said. 

“Prodnetion levels remain 
steady but the sah content is 
not nonnal. If they want- to 
solve tins pibUem, they will 
have to lower prodnetion 
levels.” he added 

Oilmen who normally 
work eight hours a day say 
they have been put on 12- 
honr sfnfis to make up for the 
loss of manpower, and 
wmintftnanr^ men 8X6 being 
used to operate production 
units. 

Tbe fnhnea said operations 
involving Ittnragp: tanks had' 
been rearranged because of 
tbe strike 

Asked to comment on 
press reports that snppcnt for 
the strike was growing. Mr. 
Shadooki said 800 people 
were on strike in the prodno- 
tioD department and 300 
were on strike in tiie'mari- 
fime export. 
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FOR RENT 

Mariy apsftments and vMas 
himished and unfurnished. 
We also have many IsUnge of 
villas, fiats, «id buBdfng lots 


_ A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweitfyeh 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

AbdPiin UmI Cato te 
T«L f1668S/81Mfl 
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Fax: SlOSn 
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RENTA CAR 
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Hi Car Rental 
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Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 
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CARPET CLEANWG 


I PUANITURS CLEANING 


TEL 836692 
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REUABLE PRICE 
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FAX: 6 / 819676 
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WE HAVb no other BRANCHES 


[ j 

V • N N / 

Tl^^U£uiratttS^irapa6> 

Open- Vady/ \ 
from- 

12a-.ni‘. - 1Zp.m. 

JehdtAwmari, Srddrek 
Td. 61 50 61 


nseiiWAN 6ARBENS 
eHMOE REmBRANT 


fMw «iMqr Ik evailRMe 

ShM M-Anb Stno 

j (An (MtHf) CtemeeW CM« 

I TeU N1174 
-lattlaM WMagsiMCd. 



Western 

oilmen 

clamour 

for Iraqi 
crude 

BAGHDAD (R) — Western 
oil executives are boldiim 
talks in Iraq to finalise deals 
that could be activated when 
sanctions on Iraq are eased os 
lifted, Iraqi ofl souices and 
(fiplomats said Monday. 

“They now wnat to remain 
undercover. Deals reached 
will remain dormant ontil 
somethmg is done about the 
embargo,’’ said one diplomat 
with dose contacts in Iraq’s 
ril industry. 

Iraq has tiie world’s second 
biggest proven reserves 
af& Saira Aralria. The Un-. 
ited Nadons imposed sanc- 
tions on Iraq soon after it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Iraqi forces were driven 
out of Kuwait in 1991 but the 
sanctions can be lifted only 
when tbe U.N. Security 
Council is satisfied that Bs^i- 
dad oomirfied with all <^f 
war-ielaeM resolutions. 

The diplomat said the 
Prendi firm Total was dose 
to reaching an agreement to* 
develop a giant oilfield in 
soutiiem Iraq witii a capacity 
to produce 400,000 barreU' 
per day (b/d) when sanctions 
are lifted. 

Executives from Total 
attended an on oo nfe re n ce In 
Baghdad last week and one 
of its vice presideots, Chiist- 
ophe de Margerie, said the 
company plaimed to invest 
’^eve^ hiUioo dollars” to de- 
velop tire ofifield when sanc- 
tions are lift^. 

Ihe diploinat said another 
Total vice president, Alain 
LechevaUer, steyed behind in 
Baghdad and was stiO con- 
dn&ng talks with tiie Iraqis 
to finaliKg the deal. 

Iraqi sources dedined com- 
ment when asked about what 
Mr. Ledievalier was doing in 
and the French ofl- 
man himsdf has not spoken 
to reporters. 

Anotfaiu Frendi firui.'EIf 
Aquitrinei uf'Bnked to^ridks 
on'tfae 600,000 b/d Majtaoon 
field, wtiidi Iraq says has 
reserves of 38 bflfaon bairds. 

Iraqi oil drdes are watch- 
ing dosely sriiat Western oil 
Oi^ woolddo foDowing an 
executive order from Presi- 
dent Bin Qinton banning 
U.S. firms from developing 
oilfolds in Iran. 
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MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
De/r Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - $:30 p.m. 
6:30 • 1100 p,m. 

^ TaL: 86im 
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Real StojriiK't 


UNBySm s 6UITAR + PtAHO 

JD iOJQO (+ +) Tel- 863944 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Juventus extend lead over Parma 

Liverpool dent Manchester United’s hopes 


PARIS (Agencies) — Euro- 
pean footb^'s top clubs had 
a mixed return to the bread 
and butter of domestic foot- 
ball this weekend. 

UEFA Cop semi-finalists 
Juventus managed to stretdi 
their lead in Italy to ^ 
points over Parma, and Euro- 
pern Cup semi-finalists Paris 
saint German beat Nancy to 
reach the French Cup semi- 
finals. 

And Spanish league lead- 
ers Real Madrid stretdied 
their advantage to five points 
over Barcelona. 

But Dortmund, runaway 
leaders of die Bundestisa at 
the winter break, crashed to a 
3-0 defeat to fellow UEFA 
Cup semi-finalists Bayer 
Leverkusen on Saturday as 
their title campaign beaded 
off the rails. 

In Italy, Giancario ^^alli 
hit his 12tb league goal for 
Juventus this season against 
nine-man Cremonese as they 
stretched their lead to five 
points with a 1-0 mn. 

Vialli, well served by 
Roberto Bkggio, scored in 
the 69di minute, moments 
after Enrico ^'esa bit the 
post for Cremonese. Cre- 
monese were reduced to nine 
men when Stefano De Agos- 
tinin and Corrado VerdeUi 
were sent off. 

It was a day of celebration 
for Juventus coach Marcello 
Lippi, who extended his con- 
tract for two seasons just 
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before the match. 

Juventus thanked Reg- 
giana midfielder I^ Simun- 
tenkov for giving mem ftuxh- 
er breathing space after his 
equaliser in a 2-2 draw 
agaiim second-placed Paima. 

Missimiliano Esposito 
opened the scoring Reggjana 
b^re Fernando Couto and 
Lorenzo Miiiotti hit back to 
give Parma a 2-1 lead. 

Third placed AC Milan, 
though eight [>oints behind 
Parma, continued their sal- 
. vaging of the 1994/PS season 
wim a 3-0 victory at 10-man 
Sampdoria. Milan, who 
rested Franco Barest, were 
belp^ by Roberto Mandni’s 
sending off in foe S3rd mi- 
nute. 

Earlier in the season, AC 
^£lan were in mid-table, out 
of the Italian Cup, viit^y 
out of the European Cop, 
and had been beaten by 
Velez Saisfeld in the loter- 
oontinental Cup. 

Nfarco Simone, who hit the 
winner in last Sunday’s vic- 
tory over Padova, scored his 
eighth goal in four matches 
a&r 10 minutes. 

Hien Demetrio Albertini 
scored further goals in the 
71st and 90 minutes from set 
pieces — the first from a 
itee-kick and the second 
from a penalty. 

Unbeaten ror six months, 
German leaders Dortmund 
have now lost tsrice in two 
weeks. 
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Worse still, they would 
have been knocked off the 
top of the table had second- 
placed Werder Bremen not 
been beaten 2-0 by j^nissia 
Mocnchengladbach on Fri- 
day ni^t. 

Doiwund, who have been 
dogg^ by inju^ and on 
Thursday lost Swiss goal ace 
Stephana Chapnisat for the 
rest of the season, still have 
33 points to Bremen’s 32. 

F^ris Saint Gennain hosts 
Marseille and Strasbourg 
hosts Metz in the Frend Cup 
semi-finals after the four 
dubs won tins weekend. 

After t^pling Johan 
Cruyff's Barcelona on 
Wednesday night In the 
European Chu^pions Cup 
quarter-finals, Paris Saint 
Gennain, even with key first 
team members rested, beat 
Nancy 2-0. 

Brazilian Ricar- 

do, returning after three 
weeks out through injury, 
was the man ^ the mat& — 
heading in tx^ PSG’s goals. 

Metz beat Mulhouse iA in 
Saturday's other Cup tie. 

Irish internationd Tony 
Cascarino and Joel Cantona, 
brother of Manchester Un- 
ited bad boy Eric, put second 
division Olympique Marseille 
info the semis with a 2-0 win 
over Chateauroux on Friday 
night. 

In Friday's other tie. Bor- 
deaux had three men indud- 
mg their goalkeeper sent off 
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JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB : -676 
TEL: 659SS9 


the american language center 

IS PlLrE:^SE:D TO AJT4TVOUNCE ITS 
3 .A.pril X99S - 31 iNIay 1S>^S Session 

Adult English courses 

Classes are held at 9:30 a.m.- 11:30 a.m., 11:45 a.iD.-l:45 p.m.; 2:15 p.ni. - 4:15 
p.m., 4:30 p.m. ' 6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Each course is 80 academic hours. 

Introduction to En^iitii 

General En giteh Skills, Levds 14 

Conversation 1, Level 6 

TOEFL 2, Level 7 

Advanced Academic Reading 

and listening. Level 8 


Special 40 hour courses: 

COBversdioo Levds 1/2 

CravwsatkMi Levels 3/4 

Placement Test and R^istration: 

New students should take a placement test and register <m March 22. 

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., or 11:30 n.m. to 1:30 p.m., or 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Please cafl 659-859 for more information. 
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Jordan Wood Industries Company (JWICO), is seeking to employ 
an energetic and highly motivated and Experienced 


Executive Secretary 


Applicant must be Jordanian and have the following 
qualifications:- 

- Minimuffl 5 years experience. 

- Excellent command of Arabic and English languages. 

- Good typing speed in both languages with PC and Word 
Processing experience. 

- General office administration and filing skills, short 
hand is a privilege. 

Location is at (JWICO) Factory, 10 minutes by car from the 
Seventh Circle. Applicants must provide their own transportation. 

Please send your appliation with your daailed C.V. to the 
following address not later than 30/3/95 

Jordan Wood Industries Co. Ud, (JWICO) 

P.O. Box 5272 
Amman - Jordan 

All applications will be handled with stria confidentiality. 



before finally f^itulating 2r0 
to Strasboun in extra time. 

In Spain, Real Madrid beat 
Espanol 1-0 on Sun^y to 
move five points dear of Bar- 
celona, held 0-0 at the Nou 
Camp stadium by VaJenda. 

Madrid, witboat fever vic- 
tims Michael Luidrop and 
Fernando Hiem), neverthe- 
less bad a tough time in thdr 
win. 

Chilean Ivan Zamorano 
scor^ his 21st g(^ of tiie 
season on the stroke of half- 
time, and keeper Buyo, play- 
ing his sooth match in the 
firet division, kept a dean 
sheet. 

Barcelona, without injured 
Josep Guardioia and Hristo 
Stoidikov dominated Valen- 
cia but were not able to 
seriously bother former Bar- 


FEMALE EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY REQUIRED 

A leading company is seeking to employ a 
female executive secretary with the following 
qualifications: 

"ir B.A. administration or equivalent. 

^ Fluent in English and/or German language. 
"ir Computer skills. 

"ir Full time job. 

Qualified candidates should call 
Tel.: 692913 


APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Located in Sweifiyeh; six apartments; 
each consisting of three becirooms. two 
bathrooms, lounge, salon, veranda, 
kitchen with cabinets, lift, well, excellent 
location, with all services. Fit for mem- 
bers of diplomatic missions or foreign 
companies. Can be rented furnished or 
unfurnished. 

Please call Tel. 680552 


FOR BENT IN AQABA / 


** AwholebuiI(£ng/In Hotsla area infront of Aquamarina 2. 
24 Apartments fuilp fumtsheei Carpet, Telephone, T.V. 
set, cdr<oncDffoned. 

S ; Studio / Kkchcn / Bathroom. 

8 : Bedroom / Ktchen / Bathroom. 

8 : 2 Bedrooms / Ktchen / Bedroom. 

4 ; Stores / Big ground Store / Goragw ' 

** Three HoKises in AJ-Mt^doud area contOtn beo 
Apartments & Ttoof fuBg 


Apartment in Gardens St. area 230 sq. meters, luxurious 
furniture, Telephone, Centra) Headng, 

Apartment In area 170 sq. meters, luxurious 

jvimiture, Heating. 

FOR SALE : Trading store m Sufelftyeh decorated or 
non decorated, sultabte for all kind of Trading Business. 


For more information Tel : 683783 / 685153 Amman. 

315878/ 315000 Aqaba. 


CSKA chief: Players were 
poisoned in Greece 




celona keeper Andoni Zubi- 
zarreta. 

And Valencia, coach by 
former BraziliaD boss Carlos 
Alberto Parreira, had the 
best chance of the match 
when Russian Oleg Salenlu) 
hit the post in the Gftii mi- 
nute. 

Beds Sevilla, promoted 
this season, took advantage 
of Deportiro Corona’s 1-0 
loss to Atletioo Madrid to 
third spot on jroal differ- 
ence. Beds beat Gunpostela 
1 - 0 . 

Meanwhile Athletic Bilbao 
coach Javier Irureta resigned 
on Sunday, 24 hours after his 
side's 2-0 home defeat ag*«n«r 
SevQla. 

He will be replaced by 
second team coach Jose 
Maria Amoirtu. 


MOSCOW 0() ~ The chair- 
man of C$]^ Moscow bas- 
ketball dub said on Monday 
a mysterious illness that 
struck down five of his top 
playen just before a key 
matdi in Atiiens was caused 
by "premeditated poison- 
ing.’’ 

Five CSKA players- were 
taken to hospital Portly be- 
fore last Ibursday’s Euro- 
pean Cbam|rioD Qubs’ Cup 
quarter-final against Olym- 
piakos after coUatsing with 
spasms and dizziness 
^parently caused by drink- 
ing water. 

Olymnakos went on ‘the 
beat CSKA 79-54 to secure a 
place in next month’s final 
four competition in Zarago- 
za, Spain. 


“It was a case of premedi- 
tated poisoning- It is beyond 
dispute,” CSKA chairman 
Mikhail Reznikov told Reu- 
ters by telephone. 

«! 

“We are awaiting the offi- 
dai results of the tests due 
out tomorrow to make a for- 
mal statement but for us 
there is no doubt we were 
poisoned,” Rmxikov said. 

Reznikov said he himself 
had a thumping headache af- 
ter tab'ng just one sip from a 
bottle of water provided by 
the organisers. 

But he refused to be speci- 
fic about w4io might have 
been behind the inddent. 

“We do not tend to blmne 
our hosts for it. All bottles 
were property sealed and 


they themselves have at ' ' 

many enemies in Gr^ J , 
they have friends. It is k! • i-'' --.; • .. 

money which is the 
thing there,” he sail ^ 

CSKA pteyere Igm Knds. 1^?: '!-> ■ ' 
fan, Sergei Panov, Igor 
ganov. Evgeny Karasev 
Andrei Kornev watched ^ 
match on television while ' - ‘ 
coveri^ in hospital. 

Their absent from fr. f - 
game meant CSKA had m K-' * ' 

substitutes. At one point ' 

fielded only three pUyen 

when two were fouled qq, ■ 

A senior Olymnakos ' 

dal said on Sunday ‘‘I'- 

dub would not oomment m. ~ 

til the results of blood md ' 

urine tests were known. 1 ;^ .. 

results were expected ./ 

day. 'JT ' " • ' ■ ' .. 


Sampras hurries to win, eager 
to watch Michael Jordan’s return 


KEY BISCAYNE (Agen- 
des) — Pete Sampras, eager 
to watch the telecast of 
Michael Jordan's return to 
the basketball, harried past 
Derrick Rostango in the 
secoid round Sunday at the 
Lipton Championships. 

Stefan Edberg and Richard 
Krajicek lost their opening 
matches, leaving just seven (» 
the top 11 men’s seeds alive. 
Todd Maitin and Michael 
Stich lost Saturday. 

Sampras, the tournament's 
two-time defending cham- 
ps, completed hb 6-3, 6-2 
rictory over Rostagno before 
1:15 p.m. 

“It feels pretty good,” the 
top-ranked Sampras said, 
“Because now Tm going to 
go watch Michael Joraan 
plw.” 

On a sunny, windy day, the 
sixth-seeded Krajicek was eh- 
minah^ 6-3, 3-6, 6-2 by Paul 
Kildeny, an Australian quali- 
fier ranked No. 194. Edberg, 
seeded 11th. lost to German 
Karsten Braasch (^3, 7-6 f7- 
1 ). 

“It was just a terrible day 
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The Acer Pendum 
» here. 

Caes^bte Aeo’AStoa lOOid, 
Pentmm dOf SMB RAM, 
420MB HDD, SVGA Card, 
low radiation moaiiw, 
keyboard, mouse and' 
IRndmJor 'WbHeGroaps for 

JD1790. 

WhoTe more, tfda eoo^lete 
system wSl come with a JuB 
M nMmedia set ; CD- ROM, 
Sowid Blaster, leakers and 
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JD1990. 
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for me,” jSdberg said. “He is 
tough to play b^use be has 
a very weird game. He takes 
a lot ofo pace off the ball and 
makes it very hard vriien it is 
windy out there.” 

Australian Mark Philip- 
poossis, at 18 the youngest 
fdayer in the men’s draw, 
ad^ced by beating Paul 
Haarfauis 7-6 (7-4), ^3. All 
seven Anstralians in the 96- 
player men's field remained 
aihre. 

“The past few years there 
have bera a tot of questions 
asked — “why aren't Anstra- 
lian tennis players prodoci^ 
results like we used to?” said 
Kiiderry, a 21-year-old Perth 
native. “Maybe it is starting 
to torn around.” 

Mats Wilander, the Lip^ 
cinunpioa in 1988, ralli^ 
past Karel Novacek 2-6, 7-6 
a-1), 6-3. 


On the women’s side. No. 
9 se<^ Mary Joe Fernand 
pulled out due to iofioeiua 
prior to her opening nuddi. 
Fernandez also withdrew 
from the singles draw at the 
Delray Beau ^^ter Cham- 
pionships earlier this monib 
DMause of flu symptoms and 
sinusitis. 

Fourteenth seed Patrick 
Rafter continued a string of 
Aussie successes at die d^- 
pionships when be ma^ a 
late charge to beat AmeriCT 
Jonathan Stark 1*6, 6-4, 7-5. 

The 21st-ranked Rafter, a 
semifinalist here in 19M, 
joined three Australian 
underdogs who also semed 
second-round victories. 

Qualifier Paul Kiiderry of 
Australia, ranked 194th, m>- 
set sixth-seeded and 10^ 
ranked Richard Krajicek of 
the Netherlands 6-3, >6, 6-2. 


SPECIAL SYSTEMS RO.BmaiSZAMMANinsiJORCMNfol 664221 Pax. 


661557 TtL 21123 SPLSYS 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Ground noor with small garden, garage, one bedroom, 
salon, central heating, telephone, utilities. Location: 
Shmeisani, Abu Sufian Street, behind MarrioR Hotel, near 
Rowers ShcHJ. 

Call Tai.: 663266 (home), 664S99 (office) 


FOR RENT- 

Super deluxe f. furnished 3 bedrcjoms, ground floor 
apt + 400 sq.m, spacious garden -f- independent 
entrance & garage -i- separate utilities (W&E&Ch) + 
separate T^. line & number. European style fiimi- 
ture & Danish built-in spacious kitchen & laundry 
room. Location: in Um Uthaina. 

For more Information call Tel Nos. 863117 - 810472 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Cor^sting of 2 bedrocks, ‘L' shaped sitting dining rooms, 
bra^ new German kitchen, 1 bathroom, 1 guest toilet 
Garden, separate C.H. and^telephone 
Looted between 4th and 5th Circles, behind P.M. offices 
Jabai Amman. 

Please call Tel. 837690. between 9:00 and 6 pm 


VOLVO 850 (GLT) FOR SALE 


Attention VOLVO LOVERS. 

'93 VOLVO 850 GLT American Spedfication 
with the following options: 

Airtomatic Transmission, Power & Tilt steering ABS, ‘ 
2 Air bags,SPS,A/C,AM / FM stereo,8 speakers.Power' 
windows.Dual power mirrors, Cruise control,Power • 
door locking, Leather seats,Power sunroof,& much more 
Unpaid Customs Fee 
Drive it home for only 15.000 JD. 

FOR SERIOUS BUYERS ONLY CALL 
C 672584 -FRANK 


WANTED 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER^ 

To do accounting systems and oversee a groufc 
of related companies. Must be qualified fina/> 
cial f^rson. Must be fluent in Arabic and' 
English, and witling to travel 
Good salary for suitable candidate 
Mail or fax CV to: 

P.O.B 0 X 1838 
Amman mis - Jordan 
Fax: 676664 


TWO APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Two opposite apartments for rent on the 
Ti^rst floor. Each one consists of '3' 
bedrooms, living room. ‘3’ bathrooms, 

Kitchen, big salon, balcony, and tele- 
phone. 

^cation; Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle-near 
Goethe Institute. 

For more information please call: 
Tel.: 647471 
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INDIANAPOUS (AP) — 
AU the competitive fire W9S 
there. Only the shooting- 
tondi was missing. 

In a dramatic return to the 
«me he couldn’t stay away 
from, Michael Jordan 
showed all the elements that 
made him ereat — the 
doableimmp Cakes, the mid- 
air hangs, die e:q)lo$ive drib- 
ble, the out-of-DOwhere 
ses — in a rantalieing remin- 
der of what the NBA had 
missed. He had 19 points, six 
assists, six reboiinds and 
duee steals in 43 minntes in 
his omneback, a 103-96 Bulls 
Joss to the Ibdiaiia Pacers in 
overtiiiie Sunday. 

“1 got something to build 
iqxm,’* Jordan said. **If 1 
score 60, it looks boring. I 
have to bnild myself up to my 
caliber of play.” 

Hs shooting was rusty, re- 
sulting in a 7-fbr-28 effort. 
But with two neat jumpers, 
he kept Chic^ close in 
overtime, tying it 94-94, then 
pollii^OiittLgo to 97-96 with 

“My tirtung was a little Int 
off,” he said. “I know it's not 
going to happen in one game, 
but bey, Fm back. Fm back 
for the love of the game.” 
But Jordan didn’t exactly 

K 'ck up where be left off in 
s last game, when be led the 
Chicago Bulls to their third 
straight NBA title in June of 
1993. 

For one thing, his shorts 
were on backward. The NBA 
logo that supposed to be on 
the front n^t leg of the 
Bulls* shorts was on Jordan’s 
ba^ left Im. 

Butr on the defenave end 
of the court, it was as though 
he never left Assigned to 
guard Reggie Miller, the 
teague’s best shooting guard 
post-Jordan, Jordan mdn’t 
embarrass himself, even 
though ^^er finish^ with 
28 points in a game the Bulls 
never led. 

“He's still got all of his 
stuff,” Miller said. *Tm sure 
conditioning is going to be a 
problem for him for a game 
or two. But once he gets in 
the rhytiim — on my good- 
ness.” 

Jordan's best play of the 
game came in tile thud quar- 
ter '«4ien he blocked 7-foot-4 
Rile Smits from behind, strip- 
ping the ball and sprinting up 
tbe court for a drivin{ 
tongue-wa{^ 
layup. That 
left in the quarter, cut the 
Pacers' lead to 50-44, tbe 
closest the Bulls got untO late 
in the fourth quarter. 

With 19 seconds to play, 
Scottie Pippen's Jointer 
tied the game 92^92. With 
three seconds left, Jordan 
fouled Miller hard and both 
players went down. After 
staying down several 
seconds. Miller limped to the 
bendi with a right thigh con- 
tusion. 

Jordan stayed down lon- 



Micfaael Jordan mns onto tbe conrt on Sunday 
before his first professionai appearance since 


retiring from tbe NBA 17 montbs ago (AFP 
photo) 


ger, holding his left knee, but 
was on the court when the 


Square 
1 him. 


t for a driving, 
igging finger-rml 
itbasket, with 8:SS 


ume went mto qvertime. 
The crowd at Ma ‘ 

Arena actually booed 

The Pacers put the game 
away when Chicago's Luc 
Longley fouled Byron Scott 
as he drove to the basket, the 
ball bounced in and Scott hit 
the floor, and be converted 
tbe free throw for a 102-% 
lead with 29.8 seconds left. 

Jordan scored Chicago's 
only points of the extra 
penod. 

“It’s a mirade with the 
limited time he had to pre- 
pare to play like that,” Pac^ 
coach Lairy Brown said. 
“People have to be a little 
realistic. It’s -going to take- 
him some time to play at the 
level people expe^ him to 
play at." 

There was a crackle of 
electricity when the Bulls 
strode onto tbe court for war- 
maps, and the market uuare 
arena crowd squealed with de- 
light at Jordan's every prog- 
ramme laynp. 

But earlier he was as ner- 
vous as he's ever been. 

“It was tough getting off 
the plane,” he said. “But 
getting off the plane I knew 
the game was be ginnin g.” 

He had been there berore. 
hearing.rhis name announced 
as a member of the Bolls 
starting linhup, but it wasn’t 
quite tbe same. For one 
thing, he wasn’t wearing No. 
23, wfaidi hangs from the 
ceUing of Chicago's United 
Center after tbe Bulls retired 
ft last year. 

In his second coming, Jor- 
dan is No. 45, the same num- 
ber he wore as a double-a 
outfielder with the Binning- 
ham Barons. 

This was a game with 
gom ^hing at stake for the 
Pacers, s^o have won six of 
seven and lead the Central 


DivisioD. That modi was ob- 
vious when, after Jordan’s 
first two shots bounced off 
the rim, a fan yelled, “go 
back to Bir mingham .” 

It was hard to say who 
started off worse, Jordan or 
the rest of bis teammates. 

He didn't look nervous, 
but he still his first 

five shots, tndudiiig an open 
shot. Looking like they were 
meeting each other ^ tbe 
first time, the Bulls 
their first five shots, fell be- 
hind 13-2 and were ^f-19 in 
the first quarter. 

“Quite frankley, every 
shot felt good. They just 
didn't fall,” Jordan said. “I 
really wasn’t looking to shoot 
early, because I was trying to 
get mot the flow of the game. 
I kind of got forced into 
shooting because of tbe ^t 
dock winding down.” 

Finally, Jordan connected 
on a 18-foot (six metre) jum- 
per from the left wing with 
4:04 left before halftoe. By 
then, though, Jordan was 
breathing hard and bending 
over wi& his hands on his 
knees whenever play stop- 
|>ed. 

He seemed to get his 
second wind in the second 
half, though, scoring foor 
points in the third quarter 
wfa^ playu^' inne 
the.pimod. 

“T started cramping iro to- 
ward ‘the end." he said. 

That he went l-fbr-7 in the 
fourth quarter hardly mat- 
tered. Jordan was back in the 
game. 

NBA 

ROUNDUP 


Hornets 108, Juz 104: In 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Muggsy Bogues and Hersey 


Hawkins each hit cmdal free 
throws in the final 16 
seconds, helping the Hornets 
snap a three-game losing 
streak. 

Charlotte ran np a 22-ptot 
lead late in the third period 
before the Saa cut ft in half 
going into the final period. 

Alonzo Mourning scored 
31 points before fouling out 
and Larry Johnson and Haw^ 
king got 20 apiece for tbe 
Hornets. Bogues had 16 
points and 9 assists. 

For Utah, Karl Malone 
finished wfth 26 pennts, 20 in 
the second half. John Stock- 
ton and Jeff Homacek added 
16 apiece. 

Tbe game was blacked out 
-everywhere excrat Charlot- 
te and Sait Lake City be- 
cause of ^0dlael Jordan’s re- 
turn. 

BnOets 96, CavaHtos 90: In 
Landover, Maryland, Rex 
Chapman and Doug Overton 
made successive 3-pointers 
down the stretch, highlight- 
ing a 10-0 run that carri^ 
Washington past tbe injury^ 
depleted Cavaliers. 


Chris Webber had 23 
points and 14 rebounds for 
the Bullets and Overton 
scored a career-high 23. 
Washington is 3-27 when it 
scores un^r 100 points. 

Down 88^, me Bullets 
used two free throws by Cal- 
beit Cbeaney and a 3-pointer 
by Qiapman to go up 89-88 
lead with 1:27 to go. Chap- 
man’s basket was Washing- 
ton’s first in nearly four mi- 
nutes. 

Tbe Cavaliers were called 
for having six players on the 
court wim 46 seconds left, 
and Qiapmao made tbe tech- 
nical foul shot. 

Mark Price scored 16'. and 
Bobby Pfaflls 15 for the Cava- 
liers, who have lost eight of 
11 . 

Bucks 95, Critics 94: In Mil- 
waukee, Glenn Robinson 
scord 28 points and made a 
12-footer (3.6-metre shot) 
from the iMiseline with Vl.l 
seconds left, capping a 
fourth-quarter raUy that car- 
ried the Bucks pari tiie Cel- 
tics. 

Boston led 86-76 wfth just 
under ei^t minutes left. Mil- 
waukee outscored tbe Celtics 
lS-3 and took the lead at 
91-90 on a 3-pointer Jon 
Barry wfth 3-21 to go. hffl- 
waukee went ahead 93-90 af- 
ter a dunk by Vin Baker but 
Boston got two friM throws 
from D^k Strong with 2:15 
left and a jumper from Dino 
Raja with 1:40 left for 94-93 
lead. Robmson then fought 
free from a crowd to toss in 
the winner. 

Sherman Douglas had 23 
points and 16 assists and 
Domiiiique 'Vitkins bad 19 
points for the Celtics. 

Timberwolvcs 96, CH|vm- 
93: In htoieapoJis, Isaiah 
Rider scored 16 of his 21 
points in the fourth quarter, 
including a tiebrealrag 3- 
pointer with 16 seconds left 
to win ft for Minnesota. 

Rider, who has come off 
the bench tbe lari two games 
after misring six of to pre- 
vious ei^t games, was 1-for- 
9 before to fourth quarter, 
but made 7 of his final 9 
shots. 


RESULTS 


Charlotte 

108, 

Utah 

104 

TniKaiift 


^ Chiew^p^ 


Waskia^toD ' 

■ 

“ devriaiid 

90 

MQwankee 

95, 

Boston 

9*“"- ■ 

Mnmesota 

96, 

L.A. CUpp«^ 

93 

Houston 

114, 

Philaddptiia 

103 

Itoaux 

121, 

Miami 

117, or 

Golden State 

117, 

Detrmt 

115 

LJk. Lakers 

121, 

Sacramento 

116 



PARMA-REGGIANA: Parma’s Colombian during their Italian Serie A match m Reggio 
player Fansdno AspriDa (right) and Reg- Emilia on Sunday. Hie match ended in a 2-2 
Rina’s CheniMni fight for to EnD draw (see page 10) (AfP photo) 


SomethinS Special 
for Mother’s day at 


CUCINAITALIANA 

First Class Italian Cuisine 
Open daily for lunch & dinner 

Near Philadc^itaia HoCd - Next 1b Argedah Rest 

For Reaervation Td 659520 


Apartment for Rent 


Unfurnished one floor apartment, 300 sq m., 
1 master b^room, 2 more bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, large kftchen, living area & large 
salon. The building situated in a prestigious 
location, consists of 2 floors only, each has a 
separate entrance and a garden. The 
apartment is specially recommended for 
Diplomatic staff & foreign nationals, and 

available for short or long term rental contract 

Location: Jabai Amman- 4th circle 
near Zahran Post Office. 

For interested individuals only, please contact: 

Mr. Mufeed, Tel: 679272 
from 9:00 am till 2:00 pm. 
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' hfichari Jordan makes one 
as Indiana’s mic SwiMk 


Qeft) and forward Derrick McKey apply doa- 
ble cover a ge (AFP photo) 


Tom Gugliotta had 18 
poins and Christian Laettner 
had a season-high 16 re- 
bounds for the Wolves, who 
have won two straight for just 
to fourth time this season. 

Loy Vau^t had 21 points 
and 12 retx^ds for tbe Qip- 
pers, who have lost 12 
strai^t road games. 

Rockets 114, 76er» 103: In 
Houston, Hakeem Olajqw^. 
scored 24 points- aad -the. 


Rockets started an ail- 
university of Honston front 
line for to first time this 
season and defeated Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The Rockets got their fifth 
riraight victory witii a cougar 
lineup that included Ola- 
jnwon, Qyde Diexler and 
Carl Herr^ who started for 
the first time sinoe returning 
from a hamstring injury 
March 2: 


The Rockets held on in to 
fourth quarter, aided by Ver- 
non Maxwell. He had ei^t 
points, including a pair of 
3poiiiteis duric^ to final mi- 
nutes, and finuhed with 18 
points. 

Clarence Weatherspoon 
led the 76ers frith 25 points. 
Dana Banos, who fait SO 
pomts gainst the Rockets on 
'Diesday in a 136-10? loss, 
scored 24. . 
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Cmenia ' Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinetn” Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema Tel.; 677420 

CONCORD 

TeL: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel,.: 675571 

NabU Al Mwlilitf Timatra 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATU 

Richard Gere & Sharon Stone 
in 

INTERSECTION 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:1$. $:30, lO-JO 

KUFFS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 3:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD *1’ 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadvleh 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:00. 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD *2’ 

Jean-Claude Van pamm 

SnEET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12:30. 3-JO^ 5:45, IIKM 

Musa HIJazIn "Sum’a” 

in the pditical satire 

Hi CMsen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al ShBwaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— HaHa Al Agha in the 
children'i play 
Sa*dFs Return 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all' 
day 

Presents; 

The political satire; 
AL SALMIk YA SALAIVL 
at 8:30 p.m. 

' For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is closed 
- Saturdays & Sundayu 






JORDAN 


Russia attacks NATO 
‘hurry’ to expand east 


PARIS ^Agencies) — Rus- 
sian Foreign NOnister An^ei 
Kozyrev on Monday attacked 
the North Adantic 
Organisation (NATO) for 
“hurrying” to expand east- 
wards as a conference of 52 
nations here launched a 
European stability pact 
aime^ at stifling potential 
conflict in former communist 
Eastern Europe. 

Mr. Ko^rrev told the con- 
ference that the moves would 
create “new lines of division” 
within Europe and said 
NATO should not be ex- 
panded eastwards “for sever- 
al years” to allow time for the 
Western alliance's Part- 
nership for Peace programme 
to “hnd solutions” to 
Europe’s security problems. 

Opening the conference, 
French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur raiiwH for 
“a new security relationship 
with Russia,*' saying the 
European Union and NATO 
should avoid antago nisi ng 
Moscow. 

Mr. Balladur said the 
European Union (EU) 
favoured enlargement of the 
Western European Union 
(WEU) — the EU*s military 
arm — and of NATO to take 
in Eastern and Central Euro- 
pean countries, but that the 
process should be “caiefiilly 
prepared.” 

He said the aim should be 
to maintain NATO’s effec- 
tiveness while avoiding rais- 
ing “needless antagonisms.” 
The operation has to be 
accompanied “by a new 
security relationship with 
Russia and doubtless, confi- 
dence measures,” he said. 


Mr. Koqrrev spoke after 
EU foreign ministers, meet- 
ing in Carcassonne, south- 
west France, on Sunday, 
backed a new security pam 
between NATO and Russia 
in return for Moscow's ac- 
quiescence to the planned en- 
larrament of the Western 
miutary alliance. 

The European Stability 
Pact, agreed here by consen- 
sus^ Monday, recognises the 
inviolability of existing fron- 
tiers and the particular rights 
of national minorities, prob- 
lems inherited from the for- 
mer Austro-Hungarian 
empire or from the occupa- 
tion of the Baltic states by the 
fonner Soviet Union. 

The pact aims to pree m pt 
friture conflict on the lines of 
the war in ex-Yugosla^, 
which the international com- 
munity has shown itself 
powerless to end. 

Enshrined in the pact will 
be a treaty signed here Sun- 
day by Hungary and Slova- 
b'a, which is home to 600,000 
Hungarians, and about 100 
other lesser agreements. 

The 52 p^cipants at tiie '* 
two-day Pws conference are 
the member states of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Eurooe 
(OSCE). 

' Sigimg the pact will be a 
condition for the admission 
of Central and Eastern Euro- 
pean countries to the EU. 

The foreign ministers arid 
government leaders from 
across the continent had only 
just approved the pact, when 
Russia raised one of the most 
serious security problems fac- 
ing Europe. 

Mr. Koqrrev told the con- 


ference that NATO’s plans to 
take in countries such as 
land and Hungary were 
dangerous and £at greater 
efforts should be made to 
include all nations in seeuri^ 
structures. 

“Wiy riish things if we run 
the risk of creating new lines 
of division?" he asked, re- 
peating Moscow’s often- 
stated fears that it would be 
left isolated. 

^'Whatever one may thinir 
of ^NATO, it’s still a military 
alliance which was created 
when Europe was divided. It 
should be replaced by a new 
model based on comprehen- 
sive security.” 

Mr. Kozjvev is due to meet 
U.S. Sectary of State War- 
ren Qiristopher in Geneva 
on Thursday and Russia’s 
troubled relations with 
NATO are expected to top 
the agenda. 

Moscow refused last De- 
cember to sign the part- 
nership deal with the aiiwno^ 
because of its opposition to 
NATO enlargement. 

“The gap between 
NATO's very active moves to 
studying potential enlarge- 
ment and Its passive attiti^ 
in developing this new model 
of comprehensive security is 
a very wide one and it could 
be dangerous,” he told the 
meeting. 

Earlier, Mr. Kozyrev 
joined ministeis from the 15- 
nation EU, Central and East- 
ern Ejoiope and the Baltic 
states in approving a series of 
agreCTents on borders and 
the rights of ethnic minorities i 
— some of them already in i 
mdstenoe, some new. ' 
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KING MEETS KALMIKIA LEA 

^ Sng Hnssriu on Monday muoiueu 

Court the president of the Rnssdan Russian AmhasMiinr 
ytononMw rqrabUc of Kahnikia, Hum Saltanov (Petra photo) 

Genov, who was in Jordan oo his way home. 


Islamists 

dominate 

student 

elections 

By Taleb Hiyasat 
SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 


Gore backs nuke-free Mideast, 
but will not pressure Israel 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Skirting a dispute with 
Einpt. U.S. N^ce-President 
A1 Core on Monday en- 
dorsed the idea of banning 
nuclear weapons in the 
Middle East out refused to 
pressure Israel to give up 
its suspected arsenal. 

Mr. Gore held 2^ hours 
of talks with toptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak, who 
is IcadiM an Arab cam-' 
paign demanding that 
Israel allow international 
inspet^on of its weapons 
and sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). ' 

The United States is 
pushiujg for an indefinite 
extension of the 25-year- 
old treaty but Egypt and 
some other developing na- 
tions are threatening not to 
sign unless Israel does. 

“We support universal 
adherence to the treaty and 
we believe it should be 
extended indefinitely and 
unconditonally,” Mr. Gore 
said at an outdoor news 
conference with Mr. 
Mubarak at the Itihadiya 
palace. 

“We do not believe tha t 
(the treaty) extension 
should be linked to 
whether other states join 
the treaty or to a specific 
timeframe for achieving 
our broadly supported non- 
proliferation goals in the 
Middle East,” he said. 

Cairo is the first stop on a 
fiye-countiy trfo that also 
will take Mr. (rare to Jor- 
dan, Oman, Saudi Arabia 
and Israel. He will also 
meet in Jericho with Pales- 


tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion chief Yasser Arafet. 

Israel has never 
that it possesses nuclear 
weapons but it is believed 
to have 200 warheads. It 
has resisted demands for 
opening its facilities to in- 
spection, arguing it must 
keep up its guard against 
poteotim adversaries Iran, 
Iraq and Libya. 

Mr. Gore said Egypt and 
Israel are having “a new 
constructive dialogue” over 
their concerns about 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

The Egyptian govern- 
ment daily A1 Akhbar 
charged Monday that the 
United States ’‘has simply 
sided with Israel” a gain st 
Egrat in the nuclear row. 

“But things don’t stop 
there, because we have 
been surprised by intense 
American pressure to force 
£gy;n to abandon its posi- 
tion,” it added in an ^to- 
rial by its editor-in-chief. 
Gala! Dawidar. 

Mr. Dawidar said press- 
ure was exerted by U.S. 
officials on their Egyptian 
counterpam and through 
an American press cam- 
paign against Egypt. 

President Mubarak, 
quoted by Monday’s press, 
told^ a legal committee 
monitoring the row that 
“Egypt will not bow to any 
sort of pressure.” 
Meanvdiile, the six Gulf 
Arab states urged Israel 
Monday to join the NPT 
after a two-day meeting of 
their foreign ministers in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Gulf Cooperation 


Council, grou^g Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Qai^, Bahrain and the 
United Arab Emirates, 
said in a statement that “a 
fair and comprehensive 
peace will never be secured 
in the remon without secur- 
ity and balance (of forces) 
being guaranteed.” ' 

Mr. Gore and Mr. 
Mubarak spoke bopefiilly 
about the potential for 
progress in peace talks and 
condemned Sunday night’s 
attack that killed two 
Israelis in the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

“This attack emphasises 
that the survival of the 
peace process hinges 
directW on the detennina- 
tion of the parties to live up 
to prospective respon- 
sibihties," Mr. Gore said. 
“We agreed that it has stif- 
fen^ the resolve of the 
United States and Egypt to 
do all we can to help bring 
the peace process to a suc- 
cessful conclusion.” 

Mr. Mubarak agreed. 
“We are determined to 
^tinue to work together 
in order to enhance the 
changes for achieving 
meamngful progress on the 
road to peace,” he said. 
“We are fighting the forces 
of despair, extremism and 
violence.” 

Mr. Gore’s trip began a 
campaign that gi^ him a 
special role in U.S. rela- 
tions uith Egypt, with him 
and Mr. Mubarak ser ving 
as leaders of a committee 
to foster economic and sci- 
entific cooperation (sec in- 
side). 


d I AMMAN The islamir jtu- 
s dents faction at the Univeni- 
n I ty of Jordan was headed for 
I victory Monday ni^t after 
~ I less than 10,000 undergradn- 
I ates voted to elect a one-year 
I student council. 

I The results this year will 
I not be any different from last 
year’s. The Islamic- 
dominated council of last 
I year will retain the same for- 
I mula. according to a poll 
I recently carried ont at the 
I lunver^. 

I Before the elections took 
I place, members of the former 
I coimdl issued a statement in 
I which they accused the uni- 
I versi^’s administration of 
I canying out "dubious and 
unacceptable actions” in 
order to rig the outcome of 
I the elections. 

The st^ment claimed that 
I the administration had sear- 
I died the students at the uni- 
I rersity’s main gate and cai^ 

I ried out full investigation to 
I find out whom they were 
going to elect. 

I The statement called on 
the university students to 
stand against “such practices 
I and external interferences 
I that aim at changing the elec- 
I tions’ outcome.” 

A large number of students 
j denied that these actions 

I took place and said that there 
had been no inspection or 
any unusual practices. Some 
students {questioned the mo- 
tives behind levelling sudi 
^aiges and said they have no 
right to issue it under the 
name of the students coundl 
when the coundl was consi- 
dered as dissolved. 

Two hundred and twenty 
six cudidates from the 13 
faculty are competing for 
council’s 80 seats. 

Muta e l ections 

Students at the dvilian 
wing of Mut'a University will 
Tuesday elect the university’s 
students’ federation council. 

Some 190 candi^tes are 
vying for the coiuidrs 67 
seats. 


Jordanians split over contacts with Israelis 


By Rana Sabba^ 

Reuter 

AMMAN — More than 
four months after Jordan 
ended its 46-year struggle 
with Israel, its dtizens re- 
main deeply divided over 
how much contact they 
want with people they had 
bebn taught to villify. 

Many intellectuals, 
opposition politidans and 
ordinary Jordanians are 
battling to keep the Oct. 26 
treaty a piece of paper 
rather than the route to full 
political, economic and 
cultural links. 

“Hie state can do what it 
wants," said Kama! Nasser, 
head of Jordan's influential 
Bar Assodation. “But it 
cannot interfere in people's 
! feelings, force them to 
change attitudes and con- 
. vince them Israel is a 
friendly state while it con- 
tinues to occupy Arab 
lands and harm Palesti- 
nians.” 

“People simply do not 
want to deal with Israei... 
no law will force them to do 
so,” he told Reuters, re- 


flecting the view of that 
section of sodety which be- 
lieves peace with the 
“Zionist enemy” is far- 
fetched. 

His ^roup is among 13 
professional associations 
which have threatened to 
dismiss any of their 80,000 
members who have con- 
tacts with feraelis. 

The Jordanian Writers’ 
Assodation is considering 
expelling 10 members, in- 
cluding two cabinet minis- 
ters. for “normalisation 
activities.” 

A vocal Islamic Action 
Front-led coalition of 11 
political parties is prepar- 
ing to hold a national con- 
ference to fight normalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel. 

Many ordinary Jorda- 
nians say they do not want 
to visit Israel and leading 
businessmen say publidy 
they want no dealings. But 
those who want contact 
fear criticism. 

“It is up to the individual 
to dedde on normaJisation 
now that the state of war 
with Israel has legally en- 
ded and it became like any 


other country with whom 
we have relations,” said 
comedian Hisham Yanis. 

He stars in “Welcome 
Nonnalisation," a political 
satire that opened in Am- 
man last month and has 
drawn audiences that in- 
cluded King Hussein. 

“In the play we are trying 
to reflect what is going in- 
side people’s minds on nor- 
tnalisatioD, whether posi- 
tive, negative, hesitant, 
supporter or opponent,” 
Mr. Yanis said. 

In one scene a man re- 
foses to talk to his cousin, 
M Arab Israeli who stayed 
in Israel after its creation in 
1948. “Don't you dare nor- 
malise witli him. He has an 
Israeli passport,” yells the 
actor. 

Another scene accuses 
the offidal press of raising 
unrealistic expectations 

Mace^ dividends: a poor 
Egyptian and a Sudanese 
have just arrived looking 
for “money which they 
heard was everywhere on 
the streets after Jordan 
made peace.” 

Mr. Yanis and co-writer 


Nabil Sawalha are debating 
whether to accept an invita- 
tion to visit Arab-Imeli 
vUlages cut off frxim the 
Arab World since 1948. 
Itetber than face suspen- 
sion by their artists’ ass(y 
elation, they have with- 
drawn as active members. 

The government has por- 
trayed the treatv as ensur- 
ing future stability in Jor- 
dan but it can see the exam- 
ple of Egypt, where 15 
years of peace with Israel 
have produced little con- 
tact between people. 

“What does peace mean 
if there are no normal rela- 
tions?” King Hussein aj^ ked 
recently. "People who do 
not want to normalise can 
do what they want. But I 
don’t feel anyone has the 
right to prevent others." 

Some academics and wri- 
ters want a national confer- 
ence to define normalisa- 
tion and devise a strategy 
to deal with Israel. Th^ 
believe Arabic culture does 
not need to fear Israeli 
pressure. 

(Continaed on pase 7) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Abdullah meets Yemeni minister 

~ ^ Royal Highness Prince 
Abo^ah Ben Al Hussein on Monday received in his 
r^dence in Abu Dhabi the Yemeni ministgr of defe nce 
who IS in the United Arab Emirates to attend an 
mternanonal defence exhibition. Prince Abdullah and the 
Yemeni offtaal discussed Jordanian- Yemeni relations in 
va^us fields. The meeting was attended by His Royal 
Highness Pnnee Faisal. ^ 

Princess Alia attends Qatar equestrian event 

TOHA (Petra) - Her Royal Highness Princess Alia Bint 
M Hussan on Monday commended the Qatar equestrian 
championship festival and praised efforts exertM bv the 
oi^nisers of the event under way in Doha. Princess Alia 
told a press oontonce the festival can be considered as an 
" developing the sport in the Arab 
NaJj?' JSf* PpM*® chamberlain, Prince Ali Ben 

Nayef, who is also m Doha to attend the festival, said the 
event was a good diance for horse breeders to meet and 
wtobhsh stTOTg lu^. Prince AU said festivals held ta 


countries and develop the <*n me two 

Vaccination campaign gets ahead 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 44237 children under five 
were vaccina^ against polio on Saturday and Sundav 
re^esenting 65 per wnt of the age group targetted by a 
nation^ pohtn^raisation campaign which started Sator- 
theMinistry of Health said. It said of the taigettcd age 
group, 50 per cent were vaccinated in Amman 99 oer cMt 
m Madate, M per cent in Zanja, 80 

rat m Irbid, 84 per cent in Ajloun, 85 per cem in 
iSf ?n Mafraq, 70 per cent in K^Sc, 86 per 

' S?ih? ^ ™ and 67 per cent m 

six-day campaign is organised by the ministry 
of m wperadon with the United Nations Children’s 

^^(UNICEF) and the World Health OigSSn 

Alatas receives Jordanian message 

JAIU\RTA peta) — Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali 
^atas on Monday received Jordanian ^bassador to 
Indonesia Lu m Al Kbashman, who conveyed to him a 
me^ from Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
coordinating the two countries* 

® H*® Non^Migned Movent 

ONA^ on ^ several regional and international 
Forap mm^re of NAM'S member states will meet in 
gdonesia, which cuircntly chairs the movement, on Apia 

Arabs say no joint chambers with Israel 

chamber of commerce will not set 
up ties with Israel, the head of the Syrian-based federation 
Jgn that Middle East peace may not usher in 
greater frade. Israeh offiaals have hoped that peace with 
Its Arab neighbours would break decades ofeconmic 
Bganon i n the regim Foreign Mnisier Shimon Peres has 
sugges^ that Arab chambers of commerce set up Joint 

trade. But Burhi Al 
Da^, head of the Federation of Arab Chambere of 
^nunerce, ^d no joint diamber would be set up The 
group ^ wiU not permit separate Arab chamber o ret 
up joint programmes vrithout the federation's permission 
Jf ' Arabic newspaper Al Havm on 

**^® of commerce 

wd wjousfry tom all i^ab countnes. Its executive commit- 

Arab League’s headqumtSTin 

Sudan bans lavish receptions 

KH^TOUM (AP) — No more gifts of gold or carved i 

wowl. imported f^d or drink. SutSi’s onre-lavish SJLr ' 

nent recfiotinnc wii nmu " gover i 


I KUWAIT CITY (Agenda) 
I — The United States has for 
I the first time received per- 
I mission to base military 
equipment in Qatar in a bid 
I to defend Gulf states a gainsf 
I Iran and Itm, U.S. Defence 
I Secretary Wuliam Perry said 
I Monday. 

I Qatar has allowed 
I Washington to deploy 
I enough equipment for a bri- 
I gade, whira numbers around 
I 4,000 troops. Mr. Perry told a 
I news conference daring a 
I visit to Kuwait which was 
I freed tom Iraqi occupation 
in the 1991 u.S.-ie<I Gulf 
I war. 

I The equipment will com- 
I plement tee increase in U.S. 

I material rent to Kuwait since 
I last October when li^ mas- 
I sed troops along tee border. 

I of tee emirate in what many 
I feared would be a repeat of 
I tee 1990 invasion. 

I “Last October we had half 
I of a brigade” worth of equip- 
I ment in Kuwait, said Mr. 

I Perry who visited U.S. troops 
I during tee crisis. “Now we 
I have a full brigade. In addi- 
I tion to that we have autfaor- 
I isation to move our second 
I brigade in Qatar.” 

I Mr. Perry, who arrived 
I here from Saudi Arabia 
I where he began a Gulf tour, 

I said “I will discuss tee arrival 
I of tee brigade” when he goes 
I to Qatar. 

I “I^ represents an im- 
I mediate threat. We wwirirfer 
I Iran as a potential future 
threat,” he said. 

I The Iraqis “have been re- 
I buflding teeir defence indust- 
I rial c^bilities,” he told a 
I news conference at an air 
I base here. “Since last Octo- 
Irer they showed some indica- 
I tions of not having learned a 
very effective lesson." 

Washington hoped to 
maintain its armada of 
warships in the Gulf and Red 
Sea as well as warplanes at 
bases in Saudi Arabia and 
I Kuwait, he said. 

“We have important long- 
tenn security interests and we 
will work with tec Saudis and | 
Kuwaitis and other govern- m 
□rents in the region to pro- * 
vide security and stability,” I 
he said. 

“The sanctions against Iraq I 
are effective 70 to 80 per cent o 
whidi is pretty gi^. They b 
have chosen to rebuild teeij- o 
forces” at their own people’s g 
expense, he said. ti 

He said Washington uill h 
continue to back maintaining k 
U.N. sanctions until Iraq ci 
complies with afl U.N. r^ le 
solutions ending the Gulf tc 


5 members of 
pop group 

Smokie critical ; 
after road smash ^ 

GUMMERSBACH, G,,i ' 
many (AFP) - The ft,; 

members of tee British pan 
group Smokie, winefa 
string of hit records in theii' 
1970s, were criticany injigM 
Sunday in a road accuteat 
police said. The group’s m 
bus rolled down an embank. ;• 
ment after being caught in r ^ 
haOstorm near this western ‘ 
town. One member ^ ■ 
group, Alan Lesley Ba^ v 
I was flown to hospital in Col! 
ogne by helicopter, while Us > 
four colleagues were hospi- ■: 

talised in GummersbachiTte 

group, whose top-sellia. i-; 
suigles inclnded Living ' 

Door To Alice and Lay Back -J 

In The Arms Of Someone ' 
was en route to Ouessel^ - 
Airport to catch a ffighf to 
Britain after givir^ a cooceru 
in Lennestadt, west of Col^-' 
ogne. 

8,600 elephants 
to be sold 
or shot 

HARARE ' 


— A tntsl !* 


ts will be f 

sold or shot in Zimbabwe tins ywrsv 
year, tee Department of if'i 
National Parks and 
annonneed Monday. T^ ac- 
tion, whidi is bound to stir 
controverty among interna- 
tional conservation groups, b ' 
beii^ taken to protect the 
eoviroiunent in overcrowded 
game reserves, the dqpart- 
ment said. In an advertisment ' 
calling for tenders, tee de- - ' 
partment said it would prefer 
tbe animals to be cq>nired : 
and translocated to farming >l- 
areas witein ;Smbabwe or to 
other countries in soutiieni 
Africa. “However, proposals 
will also be oonsideFed for 
cuJIiiig operations or'a com- 
bination of both capture and 
culling,” tec advertisment - ’ 
said. a : 

L' - 

Movie world 
celebrates 100th 
anniversary 

LYON, France (R) — The - 
movie world Sunday ceie- 
hrated the lOOte amuy wr ^gi y r*:. 
of the fifaning of tee fitA 
flickerir^ image when direo- 
tors jokingly imitated the his- 
tone scene of French workers 
leavi^ a factory. Huge white 
curtains ^re drawn aside to 
let several dozen film dheo- iCUrit 
out of a ruined <,.y. 
boilduig wfaiefa used to be the ' 
fectory where FrencbmeD 
Louis and August Lnmieie . T ' 


iiCTt receptions wll now be austere occasions, appmmitlv 
leader Omar Hassan Al lashir on 
Jtaday bmned eapensive receptions for goveT™., 
offiaals wd foreign diplomats, saying they contradicted 
of ^ Is>Mi<H)ricnted government 

would offer cheaper locallv 
produced foods and drinks. Expensive eifts nf 'aniH 
^d wood ^11 be prohibited. 

hons are d^monaj in many Arab and African countri^ 

Egypt’s liberal party team meets Iraqis 

Ahmad Salim, a senior party ofBdal . told Reuter* 
smd tee p^ s h^. MusSa Kamel Murad, met renior 
I^ offiaals and was told that Baghdad was rea?v S 

with Arab states 
Baghdad on Sunday! ij- 

balim said tee party was against ttie “uniuKt 
imposed on Iraq for inv^g 

^ Jumhouriya quoted Mr. 


and retnniing Kuwaiti prison- 
ers and property. 

hfr. Perry said in Riyadh 
earlier teat Iran posed a 
threat to Gulf Arab countries 
and teat its we^xms d^loy- 
ment in the region went 
bejfond its defensive 
, He said Iran was reinforc- 
ing military positions at tee 
mouth of the Gulf across 
tom tee United Ai^ Emi- 
rat« (UAE) by building up 

Its forc^ on several island 

Itm is locked in a dispute * shift, some pushing bicy^ 

I with the UAE over cles. most of tbm mriim 
sovermgnty of three isluds The Lmniere brothei^* 
near tee Strait of Hormuz at initially rated their in- • 

tee entrance to tee Gulf, the vention as a “scientific- 
traifflt point for a fifth of tee <»riosity with no commeidal ' 
j possibilities,” helped to 

ine United States efaar^ spawn a new art farm apH »: 
1 ^ month tern Iran had de- l^on-doUar industry. The 
ployed anti-aircraft missiles landmark footage became * 
on tee islands. . part of the worid’s first film, 

_ Tehran retorted by stres- shown to paying audi ence s in • 
sing Its defence concerns Bans in December 1895.- 
fi?®*”** possible Israeli Ofhe*" sequences in tee film, 
tlireats and defending its comprising 10 SO-second- 
n^t to cany out “routine” «fips, iaduded shots of the 
inilitaiy exercises on its own Lumiere children bavins 

lundi, a Lumiere child daw 
M^while foreign minis- ™?ap<ank on a gardener and. 
cn of the Gulf Cooperation a horse dragging a truck in 
^unal - &udi Arabia, Lyon. The French govern- 
J^wait, Bahrain, Qatar, and the U.N. Ednca-- 

wmM and the United Arab *«»al. Scientific and Cultiiiat 
pirates — mged Iraq to O*ganisation (UNESCO) are 
comply m fhU with tee U.N. organising a worldwide ex- 

tavaganza to mark the 1995 

China wages 

The foreign ministers de- ratS 

pared m a joint communique 

issued after a two-day ^cv BIDING (R) — China has 
coordination conference that **** sp*^ 

Iraq “complete implementa- ®®“*sweagaiiistitepcieii^ 
fion of resolutions of interna- — rats — tniicfa cofl- 

bona] legitimaqr ... mid de- up to four miUiCT toih 

sist tom any aggressive or ”?* a year, the 

pro^tive deeds” in line p*« * Daily said. Rats particn- 
with U.N. Security Council wheat, corn 

Resolution 949. spy beans and in woist* 

The ministers specaficaUv consume up to 30 

stressed that Iraq must 
^se some 600 Kuwaitis and 

property taken tom 
me emirate. 

They expressed apprecia- 
tion for the Security Coun- 

all tee conditions laid down 


matogr^h camera on March 
19, 1895. Directors inriiirfiiig 
John Boorman, Stepheo 
Fieais and Anteei Koodu- 
lovsky were among 
tlmiisands of peofde at tee 
ceremony in Lyon, central 
France. A hundr^ 


tCootinued on page 7) 


enemy — rats — which con- 
sume up to four milKftn tOlh . 
nes of grain a year, the Peo- 
ple’s Difly said. Rats particn- 
laity enjoy rice, wheat, corn ' 
and spy beans and in wait* 
hit areas consume up to 30 
per cent of grain, it said, 
Tney also eat cotton and , 
f^ifaroane. A national meet- ' 
mg at Deyang Gty in the 
southwestern province of . 
Sichuan die moUhsa- 
tion of at least 50 millkni • 
ftum households in the war 
against rats. It aicn set taigda 
for Catting grain losses to tee 
rodents. 







